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. 46. Butye tn-ned, and polluted my Name. 
ve. 7A 4 will Re bout tranſgreſſed my Covenant , which 2 
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wil eom.g1» Mnirs ihe bend ofyoeir mabeies 8 
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that the ſubjel? matter of 
_ he roll refine 
_— on; them and wy oree y 
#rt of the Committee Hon; 
8 which if they do ramped ye or won, 
COINS. bi will not be the firſt time 1 have fallen 
#nder epi apr ag are ax loye to w 

nes Majeſty in Hit tate nnjuft exile ; and the © 
rag ate 5-4 on my conſcience, that hes ry tn 
mons, aud Printed papers, were very frequently under the ex- 
amination of this Committee ;, conſtituted not only of my en- 
vious enemies, ( deftroue to diſcover in me 4 raſbneſs which 
might. prove wy reine) but alſo my trembling triends, and 
timerous brethren in the Miniſtry , who thowght any who 
ſept before them in duty, thruſt themſebvts into preſent dau» 
ger; andyet no judgement could paſs againſt me , ſave only 
the flate of affairs might have made hims more politick ; but 
that it is truth he bake, and 4 Miniſters duty to ſpeak, it could 
never be denied, 

I preſume, men to whom 1 am inn ay meaſure known, will 
wot judge me (uch a fool a4 not to diſcern the current of the 
times, coumenance of the Court, clamors of the Countrey,ron> 
fradictions of riſine prrſons in the Church andC ommonwealth 
to what is herein afterted ; tht compliance ahd: yy 
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carnft in ftigators; and x0aleiit* 
ts A 2 
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#, and fellow-c Nedoacs and - EE 


, an; within, edpononry > 

1 | * ent Arouments af gh ſe mas, 

WG: -- tadeteriſn fol 4; ainſt my fel 2 but 1 nope 1 havenot > 
3. >, leahed Chriſt. - 


* Trot 26 Wh ſuggeſt and yopuinct \ that oelorude- 
x isfolly.rorhewotld,! he Watchman pro- 
rtlaim an 4 pproachine eailwhilſt- at « diſtance; 
iwerfion, and c[tape; and that the moſt wiſt of 
ſtergan alkages , judged it. therr duty to oppoſe 
It | mens Pius luſt, and-preſent propenſi- _ 

Fs aj eto ft alone ; ard ſpeak 

£ brands of God, when for [o deing rg may be braided as the 
troublers of.1f:ael ,. when indeed their fn, not the preathers. 
beech, aauthcagſe the. commution; with Micaiah to dewounce 
the denger of. Ababs oj, thine h 4b0 Prop hers exedlrhge - 
Banding, 4nd the Coun encline tot: "ana 1th: Jeren- 
oi fnte thr King, Keep a ' Oat andthouſhaltbe de = 
liyered, Err Princes FOE perfwade thebreath 
race vg int the Biahgeov- 
nd deny eager? 
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oft, but the ft 
(fodls wait ; foe 


bo watch indir opportnit ion; bet that vene- 
Ra ſear, arett iy Jetlired iwke 
ſome Iyke-waym Zeclenſion of others , danger aud 
ty woto an Hmprobabili LE fe18, fhowld dewurre to4 
| e duty (fuck as is M exattion of the Oath 
Cod) & ptain folly andro bats # pr#cominate int- 


bia qua fe offerunt netyo 2 bene faciendo 
ceſſare debeat , by divine rule moſt f fo Diviges Ow 
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o'r xced Oath,” Cum Nt japdy, pct 

dat orecanfa qtutn. fi idomi, con 
confifaris rewanlſiffet; and met al fo 
7 Crorg *Chriftopher Love in riſer, to, 
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open, = and ful tistactic 
iſt higher degrees were deſirable, and tobe purſutd;, a: 
thawgh we now yea may to what we then had, 
but yet, a—_—_— wor” a: p66 
nanted or ſwornez I tem wy g 3 
canuot but judgeit tobe 4 abreach of the 
Covenant, unleſs, - we aw vie ian: bees pagty 
axd non- performance (quo ad Captom) of the thing ſworn 
to God: analy ibis ode? MPWAPER BE 
pg p-artunrs, ue nary th Fe e Stake 
God ;- Reformation & not more jojo » 7 retrogrs- 
it ; A the c 


ation thereof & grievous t0 « 


Bir 
ft inthe birth; ; bot its retarn into the woehh, 
& ſe apparent an eh dag) bet Hr hild, it admits nowe- 
deration ray 3 p7% Farr ot ovokerh earneſt and ut- 
moſt di 6x77 = lr , to think what may yet 
became 0 Mend hes , if 1 eardt; plan 1c 
after ſo long and (ad a travel, be returned backward, and that 
agen Clue ſtreageh ofaSolemn League and Covraanc: 
1 prayGod we be nat courted into the Caiſandrian 

dation,#nte which ds Prelates could not cuge ws i "it 
bodes no good » _— Oaths are dapr yp ro be Cours 
Complements, State atagenes to be once [ed to effe 4 

ſexs de 0 bud aſideto be ns mere." , ge bthe-ris 

ders knats, with which men at pleafure; play faſt und loſe, | 
Tam n#t ſa rigorous as thextort the ſence of an Oath nd 
what its genuine conftrutfionwillbrar : norcan I allow 4 


The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


ſelw es notoriouſly wicked, 
——=— Mille adde catenas, 
Effugiet tamen hc ſceleratus vincula Protevs, 


| Butthe words of this Covenant are plain and clear to every 
common capacity, and in no part more clear than in that un- 
der preſent controverſie (viz) Reformation of Religion, 
. wherein the Word of God is made the lanthorn to direct our 
_ <onrſe ; and beſt Reformed Churches onr lanched boighs to 
Aeteft our dangers in every time of Dont : In the evils tobg 
removed, that which might occaſion the greateſt doubt, is made 
, moſt plain by the deſcription of the objett and denomination y 
rhe at. The ObjeRt i expreſſed by aterm Prelacy , thong 
general in its ſignification, yet by long and common appropri- 
ation, as obvious to uulear capacity to denote aſpecial kind o 
government in the Church , as tyranny in reference tothe 
Common-wealth: Tet it is reſtrained by a more particular de- 
nomination Hierarchy, holy government by the order of holy 
high Prieſthood ( as ſome do fancy) and ſpecifical deſcripti- 
on by its enumerated ſubſtantial parts, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
Deans, Deans and Chapters, .i» which it formally exiſted; 
and ſeparable adjnniFs, Commiſſaries, Chancellors, and 
other Officers depending thereupon; ſs that theſe not in 
ſenſu compoſito-(that the removal of any one Officer might 
ſuffice) but complexo, the Government tontatning all or any 
of theſe,is the objett ſworne againſt, appears to every unpre- 
Judiced Reader : and ſoit ſquares miththe A& expreſſed by 
th: moſt ſevifcen word which could be deviſed, viz.Extir- 
pate z which certainly every ordinary reader knoweth to 4- 
- mount unto more than mutation, by difmembring [once ſepa» 
) A rable | 


ad, or rather fancy ftarting-boles in the ftrideft and plainef 
; bad, -Protens- like, turning any thing into any ſhape, thereby 
thinking to ſpeak the weakneſs of an Oathy they ſbewthem- 


Hor.li þ. 2.Sts 
Ijr.3. 


'The Epiſtle ©o'the reader; | 
Table adhunits thereupon dependent , as Commularies or 
preg es x Of Ty (600a eh foolr ery which yer 
makes the Biſhops holy band's efential to all aFs of confirma- 
tion of Catechu miſs, or Ordination of Minifters , or Ju- 
riſdiion in the Church,though there be never [0 many grave, 
learned, and pious Pregbyters' and Paſtors ; a few 0 4 whom 

_ maybe bis Lordſhips Council, without ay iutrinſecal autho- 
rity in themſelves and without him ; whilſt all men know to 
extirpate, fSerifictb una cum ſtirpe evellere, to plack wp by 
the very root. In this point if the wortls of the Oath were not 
ſuffpcienthy clear, and the Lawyers rule Lex curtit cum praxi, 
* Biſhop Hal, 994) Point 1s to 4 comment: the Petition oppoſed by the * Re- 
monſtrant, > wug by Smaety mauus,preſented to the Par- 
liament,zhe debates,many es axdreſolves in the Heu- 
fes whichpreceded and produced the advice of the Afembly 
of Divines, Ordinances of Parliament, and Oath of Hu 
- moſt Sacred Majeſty as King of Great Britain, in purſait of 
the Covenant which enſued upon the ſwearing the amt; hah 
written this ſence in (uch legible Charatters, that all may run 
auld readit: And although I would nt require any thing more, 
1 can take nothing leſs Ch e God alloweth no abatements 
in an Outh) than what hathbeen (worne, though it ſhould ap- 
peer good and profitable, but not neceſſary, neceflitate prece- 
pti divini, . "EO hate 

However others may ter, or fall off fromt 

Covenant, 1 muſt tell þ 6p xv of the Rink Li Go- 

vernment, that if they have no conſcience, they are hedged 

uno into the obſervance of it on the m—_— Credit : for the U- 
n——_—_s n#iverſity of Oxtord (as with them combined totheir reproach) 
niverfiry of from the Feſuites and Settaries, hath charged it to be their 
_ 2 he P' OPerty, to ſwear one thing in their woras, and in their 
Solemn own ſence to mean another ; to invent Oaths and Cove- 
League and qans for the Kingdom, diſpence with them when they 


Covenanr. 


$e#.7-p. 31. Pleaſe, ſwearand torlwear, as the wind turneth, like a gor- 
y 


The Epiſtle 0 the Reader, 


- ly Presbyter : which; them will dare ta t 
Abb me leave to bh bmw fot their Arte (4 
Gods grace) my ſoul ſhall not enter into the ſecrets of an 4rt (0 
ful and ſhameful before Ged und men ;,' but ſtudy that rate, 


L 


wile as Serpents, but innocent as Doves, | 
Conrteoms Reader, T have held thee too long in the threſhold; 
I fhall ſtay thee no longer than to tell thee , if in any thing 1 
ſeem indiſcreet, it s in venturing ſomething of anſwer to the 
re of the Univerlity of Oxford ( which every ſimple 
i-covenanter, and ſcurrilons pamphleter ( not able bythe 
leaſt Caſwiſtical confideration to diſcharge the Covenant ) do 
revive, and run unto 4s the Gordian knot, never to be looſed; 
and to which my Antagoniſt Dr, Gauden ( beaten ont of his 
own divinity } doth retreat as to his impregnable Caſtle of 
confidence) which may indeed [avour ſomething of arrogancy, 
in any fingle Opponent, by whoſe over-matched mucus the 
Canſe may ſuffer : Give me leave to tell thee, the dread ereof 
hath ſmothered in ſilence what is now drawn out a the reputa- 
tion of unanſwerable reaſons they have received amongſt the 
enemies of the Covenant * 1 cannot live by an implicite faith 
but in 4 caſe of conſcience muſt examine the confuderations of 
the moſt learned Society, General Councils are more author;- 
tative and anthentique than any brgle Univerſity ; yet they 
have erred, and their errors have been detefFed b, ſongle per- 
ſors : And how fooliſh ſorver I may ſeem,T have ſo much wit, 
4 to know, T imidi & ignavi nunquam erigent Trophzumz 
bonour attends not Daftards : And again, Trophzum ferre 
me 2 forti viropulchrum eſt ; fin autem 8 vincar, vinci 
a tali nullum eſt probrum : 7t & an honour to Scanderbeg 
ta beat, not any ſhame to be beaten by the numerous Turks : 1f 
1 be vanquiſhed by their more learned pens , it can be to me 
no diſerace , nor to truth any great damage , whilſt 
wy being over-powered in ſo good a cauſe , will engage 
more 
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The Epiſtle td the Reader. 


the Oath of God which litth op us, our King, and Kinedimy 
10. bag the relief and" defence there FE) pg 
Hation of which , I caſt my ſelf on thy candor Gu 
Ingenurty, 


Zach. Crofton, 
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The Faſtning of St. Peters Fetters: 
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The Solemn Leaguc and Covenant, - 


and its Conſcience-binding Power 
Afſerted and Vindicated , Gs. 
ro Pp ok Wort 
and Colonel in LONDON, 


_— 


The PREFACE. | 


Right Whrſhipfw!, 


uw 


Be verence towards Sacred men, and Sacred writ} 
We 1 may purſue Dr. Fohn Gander's Metaphor, I 
TY cannot but tell you-, mens prophane' neg/efF 
A 4d contempt of the Coyenant did not a hietle 
= perplexe me; but that Solemne and Sacred 
- Oaths, ſhould be deemed S. Peters Bonds ; 
and that Proteſtant Divines. ( dreaming of an Apoſtolical Priori- 
ty) ſhould by Popiſh Arguments, attcmpt his Releaſe, tg the 
Re-eſtabliſhmett of the Papatum alterins munds ( sit was, is, 
and wit be owned ) of piſcopacy in Lawn Sleeves ,  exetci- 
ſing Paternal Aithority over their brethren, as the peoples * e- 
go a#d inferiors, becauſe in black coats, did much more affli& 
my Ip1rit. | 
Sir, in ſence hereof, I did ſend out my Analepſc after the Do- 
Qors Analyſis: and made bold to' withſtand St. Peter to his 


wy F ( wichour ſuſpicion of blaſphemy, and itre: 


* Dr 


B faces 


—_ Ana- 
lyſis of theCo- 
venant, P.17. + 
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19am. 19.23. 
* Abookſo 
ealicd. 
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The Faftsing of $t. Peters Fetters.. 
ace; forhe was to be blamed, and. indeed condemned : as * the 


raſa to 


hay eg on God, | 
| hisEharch in England, an 3 1 d 
the quarrel of the Coyenant, but the Grqting Files of ſome 
nr Jblow 4&1 my: pions ? bave-diflurbed 


Toy: 1 bves. Peter. b6:terin honds, than in the Popes 
Lordly Chaire : and m _ geF\reputeda Sceptique ; and 
therefore cannot now þrook to have my Anglepſar ou- | 
derided with a dwcrra Nabi xy Real Final 10 Mn. 
diligent purſujc ; and therefare muſt ance more make _ 
der your Worlſhipfutn:me to. ſend this Abimaas after Cuſt ,. 
though on the fame errand; WiEewres| am no little encouraged, 
for that the * Dinh#s ane tra the taking the $0- 
lemn League and Crlibrant y, i ic aſh are by. che Dr, ( my Anta- 

) and his Nephew N-body, commended to my conſidera- 
tion , hath done me. hg os howagy ry you with me : and you 
the honowr , as torethchbino onakide 238 fedfaſt in the Co 
wenant, as they found you in Fcky firſt aſſaults. 

Noble Colonel, 1 will not fearto be ( in my place) your Se- 
eond , under ſo baly an Enſign. «yisthe- Selemn and © 9- 
Fo nor once doubt, your eonrage in ſo gool'aCanſe, which: 


pt Re EL Comninno-Capadl, nat Chamyiaa Fields :: 
2:2 6 43? 1 yi 
Rs 7 Ari faint BY bs Sg & HM. 
; aw pugnare manu. — ISI fs 


Lathe p wks uttered from a ſound minde,, may ſubdue pro-- 
Pancteks, and ſettte His Ma. ole Thronein Right ronſneſs and 
y, dfturh the pezce. of theſe too-long diſtracted: Nations-; 


I = hh than which, I "ef pever $0 pur, pen to paper. 
> Sir, Since my 'Atifiver to Dr.Gaxdaa's Sence and Sal utian of the 
Covenant , many Pamphlets have ſtarted into —_ world , to raiſe 
a duſt, and makea noiſe in the: ſtreets; that the Vulgar may 
By tient whes 


Wok, , fogethingmay be iid againſt 


the parſuje,” 

webe eſt of theſe, ws Fits Rerland. A re kc þ 
s args bog pretended Rep! epty ro the p11 215 Anſwer t0t 
| n, more like a Sir fohn Comntrey Curate , than Re- 
Hor of Footſcray in Kent, heanſwereth all matters of moment 
asto fat or notion, as if toa Lux fuit bic ſepultn in his Churh- 
yard, with 7 know mt, ; 1 cannit tell, T have nat-yead, 
1 have not the Book, and the like : meriting ro himſelf Wo 
mus Motto , Per verbum Neſcio Reſolvitur qmwis g 
he giveth Mr. Crofton ( the menneſt dwarfe, bur) in 
ſtrouseye the A of rhe Covenaiters a moſt ee 
on: Likea well-skill'd Pick-pocker , wit his. _ Fa altos 
Capital Letterr,, that, men may run and ar” 
ſtand (hill, and gize at them : 'but Ytoughow iy 
meddleth not ' with him or his anſwer ; and _ my Re- 
joynder to his Reply, muſt be that of Sir Thomas Adore ro. 
filly Frier, Fey, 


Th "Ie exviſt ne te als oe cidere pl 7 
Litera , nam nora &t litera nulla tabs. 


4 


Thou tak'ſt care, the letter kill ee nor, 
Thy skillis \ thouknow?ſt not Z:irom Ber. | 


But yerin fine, 'by a Hociu-Pocus Poſtſcript , he gonjured 
Crofton intoa Synonymy with Anonymus, __ rect 
ded, Anſwer one og all. 
The next vas ptper of the like 6 lamb "bur more immgdaate- 
on, The gt me; yer not ro any thing of.my rl 
Sh ee and C ovenant arhrged by Jok aRuf- 
rd in This man pretends nor only. to looſen, 
ral yarereonc Fr. Peters bonds , nd for his {krength and «kill, 
— Pohn Gander D. Do» ram he th not, with 


ofie of thoſe s he to difch 
I eee LIE ms 
(thorgh not wortftie ) come'i My Ps C0: - by jor 


7 A Rejoynder 
to Mr, Kow- 


lant's Reply. 
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" this man thanks for his good pinion of he wade) and perſon 

In his __ w , whic e ſaith, was only defeRivejnpoine of, me- 
_ moty, for that 7 did riot remember the. Kings Conceſſions which 

were voted a grinnd of peace , were with continuance uf | Epiſco- 


Ie : butÞy his lexve I xemembred it , . though, my Argument 

"it and thou h he ſeem to forget , 'I remember 
the Conceſſions were to ſulpend. Zpiſcepacy,. and the Lytergy , 
and admit Presbytery and the Directory, tor three: years. : . ro 
lim fay then; | 


; TD urpe eff deftori , cum cylpa redarguit ipſnm.. 


Hy fo calls iz Ad wiſh him, who ſo minds my memory, to look well to his In- 
himſelf io p. 8, *©lletuals : For, the laſt qua/me of ſadneſs made him half mad, 
to rage-, and rave, That 247. Crofton had wrged the Ligne 

ae _ in France as the Preſgdent of the Covenant , who: only 

ri the Covenam from the odi»ms of that compariſon caſt up- 

enit by the Dr. and that, by the ſiume Argument which himſelf 

Sranteth : ( viz.) That though the Ligne de ſaint were ſinful 

* the matter , yet it was lawful: enough in the abſtrated form 

of it: And herealſo he Rampantly braggeth, that he could pro- 

dixce an hundred precedents to ſquare with the. conditions of the 
times when the Covenant was taken; which, conſidering the Re-- 

ligion profeſſed , the Kingdoms confederated , the Reformation 

, the Authority direRing it , and the like; if he find ten 
of his hundred, T will go to Zed/am: , on condition, he he there, 
till wiſe men difcern the parallel : the common out-cry of others, 

is, The. ike time was never. ſeen ;. but this was tO caſe his wind, as 

timſeffprofefſeth. 
iy -  Thethirdwastlie Spurious League Ihegal , fallly fathered 
TheBaſtardyof on Dr. Daniel Featly,, by the dignity of lus name to deceive the 
ofit 


» theLeaguell+ yori; but the feature ofit isevery way unlike a man ſo acuteand 
real Logical as wisthisDr. "5 is evident inits arguing idews per idew, 
inthe 8, and 11% Arguments, generals particulars ,, Argu- 
ment 8” puge 26. its Contradifiion to the Dr. who-, in his -Epi- 
flleto the Parliament , prefixed to bis Dippers' Dipt; denomina- 
teth the two- Houſes Beauty and Bonds ; and owns the. Commons 
a5 'Degiflators , he Lords 45 Execurors, and: determined their 
- Warte,, 4 repairing the Temple with their Smords Sfpinbantss 
| 4 a: ; waors. 


. The Faftning of <t, Peters Fetters,” 
whomthis Bodk ( pretending to_be- written the fame yeare with 
that Epiſtle ) denyethro be any Lawfus! Amthority , and deno- 
minicerh fommentors of, that annatural civil warre , nay, itis con+ 
rradittory to it ſelf, affirming, No people may make a Covenant 
in any caſe without the Kings conſent, in page 15. Arg. 3. and 
yet affirmetb, that in ſundry caſes a people may covenant not only 
withour , but againſt the conſent and command of the King : un- 
co which I mighr:dd an heap of non-ſence obſeryable in it , as, 
That the Covenont is mit a vertue; for Ariſtotle ſaith, wirtus 
eft habitus Eleftivus, pag. 26. This piece looking aſquint at 
me,” is loaded with ſuch raling Language, that it ſeems to have 
come from beneath : and muſt be owned as Dr. Featly's Ghoſt 
raiſed by the circle of his Executors fancy ,. to clear his way to 

ferment , it gives us arguments by »#mber , not by Weight : 
the force of any of them, 1s in the Oxford Reaſons) that Tl 
tainthar feeds, and Forr that guards all exceptions againſt the 
Covenant) and ſhall inits place be conſidered. 


Page 20. 


- 


The fourth and laſt Pamphlet, nolefs ridiculous than the” reſt, The doubes 
asſcarce hiiving a grain of crue Religion, or a ſcruple of Right #94 ſcruples 
Re:ſon, is the Dowbrs and Scruples againſt taking the Solemn Cn 
League and Covenant publiſhed by an aliquir Nemo, a man in weighed. 


the Moon, and ſolike to be refolved by Naper N' 


Kam ;, Dur 
this is uſheredinto the world at its *' #ew birth, by the learned. * Being reprin-- 


Epiſtle of Dr. ohn Gander : and is offred to the conſideration **: 


Sir Lawrence Bromficld, and Mr. Zachary Crofton : and 
andſo makes the Exchange ring, and ſtreetsroare with Dr.Gay- 
der!'s Reply to My. Croftons anſwer about the Covenant : and 
fo calls for regird ; which otherwiſe was as fie Ware for the 
Tobacco-ſhops, as any the reſt; 

* - TrulySir, Icould not reade. this Epiſtle without aſtoniſh- 
ment; for that inſtead of thoſe cleare, pregnant, and conſtant 
beames of right reaſon, and true Religion, which ſbintth with 
the brightneſs and flability of Divine and humane. Laws, ap 
might be the pillars of this truth , firm ſupport of duty: - 
bounds of obedience , and ſafe repoſe of conſcience , which he pro- 
miſed in his Analyſis, andIdemandedin my Analepf;, he forth 
5dens iiſdem verbis aſſerere , affirm the fame thing without diſtin- 
ion, 1n the ſame termes without variatyn, or other demon- 
Rration; only, (as having obtained his fanced paternal atho- 
| rity 


4 >; 
ht 


hath 


The Foftwing of 5! Betas rhe 
be doth ſomezbigg more Magiſterially preſcripe. ory, 
4) of the Covent, againſt puts ( hich he ur] A 
nr on 7 word $0 be Presbytery,, to which Dr, Veer w 
have reduced Epiſco cy) ana. Syperſtitzon , before we confeder 
its far Lars, 5 Do, opacy ; and ina graye paſlion, bran- 
Jah the Coientn t ( th 1 hat ſworn.) withche Epichite of a 
fares unnational L Anjncy and ſtigmsrizeth the ex-ors there- 
of, as Covetons,, crafty men, engaged in the ſacrilegions depre= 
Aations of the C harch , and wnſtable ſouls : which cannot be 
foundin me: My 8. 7. per amwm., will not more acquit.me 
from the one, than my oo veltration for 2dhering to the Cove. 
nanc,, will zcquit me from che other: But he a ,. or ſily 
ſoul; and fuchanoneI may be, (Ft et will play the fool in glory» 
ingin ſuch godly þ bmplicity : hearhe chargerh all Cimils- 
ans avd Caſuiſts with foolyh ha fanatique Superſtition, as well 
as wad and vident Schiſme inteaching men to awtid What is good, 
bone, juft., and lawful , becauſe of a ſuppoſed and confeſſed a+ 
be rae not ſo muchas favouring Hezekiah, whodemoliſh- 
en ſerpent , nor Pax! in is reſolution, Never to cat 
= by future. dit; winds be afivad he wall never be {0 


er dans or” hiſmatical, as. to cut off his right band, or 
wt his tag ht eye. ( which are — juſt, lawful 


rs) inc they offend him, though the Lord Clirilt himſelf 
ſo dikes 


"Byt Sir, wit h what face think youcan Dr. Gauden again 
Fe tet oi Fa. we; defeft of authurity , its ſad þ 200+» 
wr TH Feming. « Crepen (8 0 hk the Kage, 
Fes AtiQn , W 
fo fort Fa, to thele thi , and ble eco ly ay god ? 
Howp jr fg 0 forwar fo Epiſcopacy without diſtin- 
ee tos told him there is P apa! Epiſcopacy to be ex» 
Mas Port Prong pore ute by th 
ate we frm "19 be a ] 
WMRER Fer bene + eNs ? or, poor Tt ng to. ra road ge 
'band > He i IS 4 Mey, Sel, Cooph my 
prey omerovs family , or . wantof , will no 
iſſom the Areofcebe jad. $ TY IO y 
r , thous! Pops] met Prote at 
ny Gig a Reformationida Locks hand 
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The Faftning of St.” Peters Fetters, 
him then confult Dr. Saxwzderſox De Faramen's, and if be 
with, or I differ from his. divinity , let him be buw'd, 
and me be hift, & comtra. I believehe would not have us think 
bim ſo ambitious of his Epiſcopal Sea , ( to which ſonie ſay he is 
promoted) as for it, to break, his Covenane; and brow-beat his 
brethren, and ru aSainft che Oath of God with AMON 41900 Henmn— 
and being demanded a reaſon, can ſay no more than Now poſſmms 
dicere quare + Surehe is not ſo- ſtout a Sophiſter,. as to paſs the 
premiſes, and ſtand tothe denial of rhe Core/ufron. Ifhe have at- 
ined10 4 Papal-Epiſcopal-Chaire ,. 1 e will not precend 
to the infallibility. of it , and bind our faith on his ip/e dixir. Ve- 
rily Sir; 1 cannot bur ſay tothe Dr, concerning his Analyſis, and 
this Epiltie,,, as Erz/mns to: Faber of Viewsn,. 


' Meme caves, fo res agituy tibs ſeria;, rmrſus 
Fronte cares, fi fic ludis, amice Faber.. 


Whether he be proudly mad os” fooliſoly pertinations ,. I will 
not judge ; but muſt yet callon him © to remember the Covenant , 
and conſider from whence he is fallen, and repent, he had need 
to run to the Common Refuge, the Oxford Reaſons ;. but ic is 
well, If they prove r:2t a broken Reed ,- moreto wound, chan de- 


fir; notwiehftanding theſe and che like $quiBs* and Crackets 
flung out againſt the Sc/emn Leagae avd Covenant, tormake y”=u. 
phane men ſport , and expoſe it to vulgar ſcorn, more than ſatifſ- 
fie conſcience, the Coyenant keeps the: field inicsfull force and vi- 
gour , and Sr. Peters bonds abide. | I fhail nor chereforewaſt time 
and paper, to tr2ce their follies, and tire my Reader with an An- 
fwer to Words without Weight; but in purſuit of ( the” F dificati- 
es of ſouls, ) rhe end of my Minifteriat Writing, as weltas Preach- 
ing, Faſter $t. Peters Ferters ,. and fecure. my priſoner by a 
Chin made of theſe ſ:yven Links or Propofitiors; ' which. being 
clerred and confirmed, wilt extend the inflaence, 2nd enforee the 
obligation of the Covenant, agunſt that prophine oppaſition which 


ismede unts if, (v3e.) 


' 2:The afferting the Solewin Leagne and Ctvenant , and its - 
liging farce, is a duty indiffenſably incamboe. on cory max it 


his 


. The Fifthin? of $1: Petrs Fityers. 
hi ; but eſpecially on the Minifters of the Goſpel.” © > 

Lap \Ps res in firſt making the 'Covenant , will not dif- 
charge its obligation, noW it is made and ſworne, " \ 

3. T he matter ſworne inthe Solemn League and Covenant, is juſt 
and lawful ; tobe maintained and purſued. 

4. 'T he forms and manner of making the Solemn League and Cove- 
want, was good and allowable. | 

5. The Ambignities and Contr adiftions of the words in the Solemn 
League,are imagined, and not real. 

6. The Covenant in its quality, and for its obligation , ir publick 
and National, as well as private and perſonal. S%p 
' 7. The Solemn League and Covenant is in the nature of 
it permanently binding ; and no way to be abſalved or diſchar- 


ed. 
- Oftheſe then particularly, and intheir order : And firſt of the 
firſt of them. ; 


nd 


—CCC —————————___cccrr. 


Se&io Prima, 


Propoſition: The aſſerting the Solemn Leagar and Co- 
' venant , and its obliging force, is a duty indiſpen(a- 
bly incumbent on every man in his place , but. eſpectul- 
ly onthe Miniſters ofthe Goſpel, _ 


WwW Hil'ſtwe conſider this Propoficion, and frame this Link of 
VV our Chain, we' muſt take the: Covenant in its abſtrafted 
form , asitisa Solemn Compatt confirmed by an Oath, in which 
-Godis witneſs, or party , or both : And at preſent take it for 
granted, that the matter of it is r-ae, juſt, and lawful, which 
yet will hereafter initsappointed place be diſcuſſed. 
-  Andas ſuch, I fay the aſſerting of the Covenant, and its ob- 
liging force, unto the exacting of performance , and rebuke of 
, negative or poſitive breach of it, in not doing, or in doing contra- 
ry to what is covenanted , i 4 duty indifpenſably incumbent on 
all men in their places; ( viz.) intheir publick or private capa- 
cities ;- wherein they are to expreſs chenibves, and expe& others 
to beacted ( as menand Chriſhans ) by the diRates and dlireRi- 
| ORs 


—— 
—— 
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ons of conſkence , in order whereunco , the Covenants in which 
they buad themſelves each coother , or zoyatly to God , as well 
6s vine connſe/, rault be their compals, to guide their courſe 
paſt dangers and 


10n. | 

Conform bereunto was the commendable carriage of Gyth 

the younger brother , but faithful Councellor to Harold wn, $a 
England, who conſidering the ſtate of the Quarrel between hi 


” 
and William Conqueror , gave the King this warning , J» caſe you Cambd. Bris, g; 
have made promiſe to William of the Kingdom , withdraw thy 1491159, 


perſon ont of the battel: For, ſurely, all thy forces ſhall not ſe- 
eve thee againſt Gas , and thy own _ Who will require 
' puniſoment for breach of faith and promiſe. 

__ is, in Lara hand co be an Angel to an un. 
mindful 7acob, in point of his vow to God , and Monitor to his 
b:ck-\liding brother : bur it epecially belongs to GolÞel- Ain 
fters, who being Gods // atchmen againſt ſinne , and his peoples 
Remembrancers unto duty , are not only by Commer Charity, but 


alſo by /pecial Office , bound to give warning againſt appcecting 
and Ezek.3.16:17s 


evil, contracting guilt, and impending judgementsof God , 


that as they will acquit themſelves fromthe blood of thoſe im- 1 8,19,20., 
mortal ſouls, who ſlip into, and periſh by their fin: On this 33: 7:89 


account the Word of the Lord:cometh unto his Prophets, with a 
Say unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord, I will give. the nuen which 
have tranſgreſſed my Covenant , which hatus wat performed my 
Corenant; even the Princes of Judah , and the Princes of Jeru« 
ſilem, and Zedekiah the K ing, into the hand of their enemies, 
Jer. 34. 18, 19, 20, 21, &c. . And therefore, the cenſure ofbe- 
10g contentions, Or danger of /being caſt into priſon as ſeditions , 
w. loſing #1! their comfores, muſt not deterre the Miniſters of 
God fromcoming to the King, and crying out in the Name of the 
Lord, Shall he break the Covenant , and be delivered > ſhall be 
do ſuch things, and profper, and eſcape? Erek. 17. 15. for in 
ciſe of Frm. che wed he onthear , andthe ſtones inthe 
ſtreet will.cry our. | 


Thisis a principte ſo common, and clear, that none, . profef- T1. quey ur- 
ſing Reaſon orReligion, daredeny ic : and the reaſon- of it is ged from piery 
written in ſuch legible CharaQers, that all may run and re:de ir, towards God. 


( 48. ) The Covenant is an Oath , 


gheſt appeal to Ged, 
who muſt. not , will nt be mocked , : 


the 
or # witneſs to his own 
C diſhor 


v 
Th 


2 Loyalty to 
the King, 


" diſbononr', bit will pniſs.the breach thereof as 
[Therefore the Mititers of God ( 0th in es/Shoryan with 
:all zeal, exa@ the accompliſhment of it, asthe prafice of piety 


© 
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* 


dependant on ſuch a piece of worſhip: Remembring God hath 
ſrily charged, Thatif a man vow 4 vow, and bind his ſoul, 
he ſpall. not break, his word; he ſhall do acccrding to all that pro= 
eeedeth out of his month, Numbers 30.2. So that in piery. to 
_ the Covenant muſt be kept, and its obligation be af- 
erted. ; 
* Loyalty to the King, isno little ſwaſive to this duty : for 
that leads to all fidelity in diſcharges and prevention of every thing, 
deſtructive and diſhonourable- to His Majeſty : Perjury (molt 
odious ro God and man) is abominablein any , and molt conſpi- 
cuousin a Prince, Whocan without dread, rememb'r the fierce 
meſs of Gods fury ogainſt Zeekieh, for breakingthe Oarh, in- 
£0 which: he was forced by the ſtraiteſt Siege >? Or, obſerve the 


'Odium that abideth on Albert the Emperour : Almerick King of 


Feruſalem: Uladiſlans King of Hungary , and the Chriſhan- 
Princes, for bresking their Cock the Turks ? and the 
the obloquy indelible which lieth on Zxgenizs and Sylveſter 
Popes, and 7alian Cardinal of S. Angelo, and the order of Tem- 
plars, for abertingand adviſing .( by & ſame Arguments urged a- 
gainſt our Covenant ). the breach thereof? Can any true Engl 
man, andLiege Subjet, withour horror call to mind the perjury 
of King Harold, which let in illiam Conqueror to our Land ? 
and how King 7ohn was made odious , and deſerted by this outcry, 
Withdr a your ſelves from ageiened K ing, and not in ſence thereot 
be ſtirred up with zeal to afert the Covenant ? which broken, will 


Joad with ſhame, andſubjed to the diſpleaſure of that God,who 


_ deſtroy both usand our King , ſohappily reſtored to each 0- 
True Loyaltyisno eſs ſtudiousto eſtabliſh the Kings Throne 
in Righteouſneſs, than obſequious to the Royal expreſſions of His 
Pleaſure : Yetto ſuch ascenter Loyalty in the laſt , I would ad- 
viſe, that they would ſerioufly conſider , That howſoever His 


| late Majeſty of Honorable Memory { for the eonſcence of His 


Oath )- was ated by the miſipprehenſion of the Covenant, to 5n- 
terditt it ; yet He was more ſenſible of its obliging force when ta- 


dev, thantoattempt the diſcharge thereof, and therefore in His 
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_ 


Solitudes He adviſeth His Subjects unto: the K eepint; of :the Ove, , 3 


want in all honeſt and juſt wayes , as thinking the chief end of the pla 


Covenant in many the takers intention , was. to preſerve Retigion 
in purity, and the Kingdom in peace , and as one undet theawe 
of the Oath of God, chargeth His Moſt S:cred Majeſty that now 
is, That if God bring Him to His own on hard conditions , He 
fhonld be careful to performe what He ſhould promiſe : And His 
Moſt Sacted Majeſty, as a moſt obedient Sonne to a Father fo pi- 
ouſly prudent, having Himſelf ſworne the Solemn Leagne and Co- 
wvenant , and the eſtabliſhment F it in all His Dominions, by His 
Royal Declaration, of Azguft 16. 1650. from Damfirmiing , 
profeſſeth Himſelf Deeply humbled for His Fathers oppoſition to 
the Covenant ; and that on full perſwaſion of the juſtice, and e- 
quity , of all the Articles thereof, He had ſworne and ſubſcribed 
the Solemn League and Covenant of the three Kingdoms ; and 
that He was fully reſelved \ in the Lords ftrength) to adhere 
thereunto , and to the utmoſt of His power, in His place and ſta« 
tion , really, conſtantly, and ſincerely to proſecute all the ends there- 
of , all the dayes of Hislife: Andby His Royal Command,doth 
conjure all His Subjefts who have ftood againſt the Solemn League 
and Covenant , and work of Reformation , to lay down. their o- 
mity , proteſting to have no enemies to Him, but the enemies ta 
the Covenant , nor friends to Him , but friends to the Covenant ; 
So thatif Loyalty: conſiltin a conformity to the Kings minde;, (as 
moſt Courtiersconſidering what may ple-ſe, not what may-profir, 
placeit; ) the reſpeR due tothe Memory of His Lats, and- the 
dread we owe to His now Majeſty, muſt animate; and engage the 
aſſerting of the Covenant y and its obliging force : For no 
faichful Subje& will dare to fancy , that either the one, or the 
other,deſigned by theſe and the like expreſſions to mock God and 
the World. 

The Love of our Country, and our own intereſt therein in- 
yolved, isnotthe Jcaft urre unto this duty : For ſuch is the 
deep die of perjury, that it polluteth the Land, andplaceth it ur- 
der the moſt direful of Divine plagues. The Heathen deteſt the 
breach of Oaths, and Covenants, as that which driveth# out of 
humane Society , and deſtroyeth men and their poſterity by moſt 
heayy plagues: ?avenal telling us of the ſad miferies which 
befell Glaucu Epicydes , for the purpoſe of breaking his 

| | C2 Oath, 


e contem- 
tion on the 
Covenant, 


3 The love of 
our Country, 


of the Cove- 
Rant it ſelf.; 
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Oath-, * which yer paſſed nor imo a& , conchudes, 


Has patitar pena, pecrands ſola voluntas. 


And Herodotus hereapon obſerying the improbable , impoſfible 


miſeries which did overtake andfubyert the very houſe and Rock of 
the perfared, condudes, - | 


ft Pmrramento quedam oft fine nomine proles 
Trunca manu, Trunca pedes; tamen impetus magno 


Advenit ;) ath, omnem waſtar ſtirpemg, domum4... 


An unknown ftrengrh from Oath there doch proceed, 
- Without running p*ce, or hands to do the deed, 
Subvertsthe houſe,, and makes the ſtock to bleed. 


Hiſtorians obſerve prrjmry- to have lien ſo at the roar of the Huy 
warre, that it could never proſper, our own Chronicles con- 
dude, breath of Covenant brought in the Conqueror, and the 
Barons Warres; and the Ecriprures witneſs the three years waſting 
Famine-in 7ſrael, to have the fruit of Sauls well meant 
breach of Covenant with Gibeon ,. only expiated by the extirpg-- 
tion of kis family :. So that loye ro our Countrey, and our ſelves 
aslike to be ſhares inits- calamity, which can only be prevented 
by paging the vowr we made to God, mult quickenall men, e-. 
ſpecially Miniſters,to cry, and cry aloud, Remember, regard the S9-+ 
lomn Leagne and Covenant. 


4 Bychebond Unto theſe conſiderations the-Covenant it ſelf addeth no lit- 


tle firength, whilft we have ſworne not to ſuffer onr [elves di- 
refty or mdiretly by whatſoever ner for kor ,. or 
terror to be withdrawn from it , nor to give wp our (elves to a 
deteſtable neutrality ,. and indifferency , but in oxr places and cal- 
tings, to maintain it , and aſſiſt ſuch as enter into it , 'where- 
natro the aſſerting of the Covenant, andits obliging force, is 
not the leaſt feryiceable ; nor moſt out of our capacity -; 
27 all , the places of tlie Miniſtery will allow themto 


Theſs things conſidered, as? cannot but commend and rejoyge 
mn the «ffertion ard exattion of the ' Solemn League and yt 
nant 
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x4nt as to the Civil part of it concerning aw King and Kings 
dom , which was expreſſed by the Secluded Member, of the bop 
Parliament, and by the Afiniſters of London , and other Coun. 
ties in their Pulpits ,. and publick Teftimenies to the Solemn League 
and Covenant ,. Printed with their names fabſcri provoking 
their people to cleave to the Covenant, ſo1 cannot bur admire ar 


c God , his Church, and worſhip : butT am much more as 
mazed, to ſee Eminent Divines, who have ſworne it , not only tg 
Night the Covenant, but to ſtrain their wits,” parrs, and Learn- 
ing, by falſe gloſſes, and.fooliſh Arguments, ro make it yoid, 
nnd difhar e its obligation, and ro make up their defe& of rea- 
- ſon, and Religion, by pap. Fees reproach of ſuch who in con- 

ſcience of duty aſſert its obligarion : counting them rroublers {1 
Englands _ - Shirits of contradiftion,. a&ed by Malice,as dot 
Featly in his Preface to his Leagae illegal : or filly, unſtable ſouls, 
{ ſtanding Nifl,, whilſt theſe run away wg the Covenant on- 
private interefts of profit ,, revenge, enuy, and ambition: And 
the like as Dr.. Gaxden in his Epiſtleto the Doxbts aud Scruplec,, 
&c., I would pray theſe men totell mejn cool blood ,. and on ſe- 
rious thoughts , ſuppoſing, asT ſaid before, rhe Covenant to be a 
juſt, publick, Sacred, and lawful Oath ; whether they think any 
that bave zeal for God, Loyalty torheKing, and Lowe to their 
Countrey , can ſee Superſtition a#ed tothat height,. as to make 
the Papiſts file ar the return of that Similitude to their worſhip , 
of which they were wont to boaſt, and not barely an Fyiſcopacy 
reſhored, but that me ſpecifica! Prefacy covenanted agiinft (in 
moſt expreſs termes)advanced; wherghy the Covenant is not only 
contemned, bur openly contradiRed, and yet be' filent and apt 
plead the Covenant: Or again, is duty a proper curbuſency ? if 
only ſuch by accident, muſt not Gods Miniſters contend. againſt” 
fin to prevent Gods contending 'by bis planes opateft he 
Land ? 

But Sir, to conclude this Seton, I would pray that our X{a- 

fter-builders , in the re-edifying of their holy Fabrick,, .( eatly 
delapſed 2nd decayed ) would youchſafe to caſt their thoughts up= 
on an obſery tion made by an Author ( who cannot but be ) ac- 
ceptable to them ' 4z.,,) Mr. Tho. Fuller Prebendary of Sarmm, 
whoin his Holy War, caſting up the Cauſes of the fad we” 


their 0 ſilence ,. as to the Ow part of ir,. which con- | 


j 


"" 
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phe of fo hopeful and honourable an undertaking, Reduceth the 
ſormma totalns to ſuperſtition and perjury (uſual concomitants)a 


-on the laſt he chus gloſſerh 7: i | by s 
© How conld ſafety. it ſelf. ſave this people , and bleſs this 
Fe Le, © project, fo back blaſted wich perjury? { how then ſhould 


21,94,248, * their Watchmen be ſilent?) aſin ſo repugnant with moral hone- 
© ty, ſo injurious to the peaceand quiet ot che world; - fo odious 
© inieſelf, {6 ſcandalousto all men, to brezk a Leigue when cor:- 
« firmed by Oath, (the ſtrongeſt bond of conſcience , the end 
* of particular ſtrite, the Soulder of publick pe:ce, the aſſurance 
© of amity betwixt divers Nations, wade here b:low , but en- 
© rolled in his High Court, whoſe glorious Name doth (ignit') a 

© ſinneſo hainous, that God cannot but moſt ſeverely puniſh it ; 
© David askech , Who ſhall dwell in thy holy hill ? andanſwer- 
© ethbimſelf, He that ſweareth to his Neighbour , and diſap- q 
' © pointeth hnm not , though to his yn hindrance. No wonder ; 
*'then, though the Chriſtians had no longer abiding in the Holy 
© Hill of PaleFine, driving thatTrade , wherewith none ever | 
* yet thrived : the-breaking of promiſes , wherewith one may | 
< for awhile fairly ſpread histtaine , bur will melt his feathers 
* ſoonaſter, the Fabrick muſt needs come tumbling down, whoſe : 
© foundationis laid in perjury. » 
Surely Sir, ſuch a6 affe8 ionately believe this doctrine , cannot | 
but paſſionately applyit, tocry aloud, and not ſpare, Remember 
the Covenant. 1 grow Sir, not a little ſuſpicious , that the laſt 
 Aratagem of the-Propagators of the Catholique Cauſe , is by their 
_ Jefuincal Sophiſtry, to ſtrike Z»g/ard into the guilt of perjury; 
 andthentoblaſpheme ourReligion, and deride our Nation,as & 
Ageſtlans the Grecian Captlin in his anſwer to Tiſſaphernes , the 
Per fian breaking the League he had made with him, 7 give you #o 
ſmall thanks, for that by your perjury, you have made the gods angry 
, With the Perſians, and favorable hep Greciars, 
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Seto Secunda. 


Second Propoſ. The irregularities in the firſt making the 
Covenant, will not diſcharge its obligation now i i made 
and [worne, 


V HiPit we conſentunto the common concluſion of the 
Canoniſts, That Faramentum non eſt vinculum iniqui- 
ratis., an Oath muſt not be the bond of iniquity , and commend 
£0 all men their counſel, as indeed a duty, 1» malis promiſſis re- 
feinge fidem , in promiſes of evil make no conſcience torkeep, nay 
make conſcience to break; your faith; yet we muſt conſider, and 
warily diſtinguiſh berween the rem juratam , and attum juran- 
a, ho att of ſwearing, and the matter fworne; For inreſpe&t 
of rhe laſt of theſe, the Rule is to be underſtood, and the obligati- 
-on to performance doth thereon depend : Such is the reverence of 
an Oathto all men, Heather or Chriſtian», that raſhneſs and ir- 
regularities in obt:ining and aQually paſting the Oath, would ne- 
yer beadmitted as ſufficient to diſcharge its force. | 
TheRule ofthe Schoolmen received by all Caſuiſtsand Civili- 7, ,41;».par. 
ans, muſt here be obſerved, 7uramentum promiſſorinm non po- 124.9:(t.894 
teſt” diffenſari ſecundum ſe , ſed tantum ratione materi inde= Art. 9. 
bite; A promiſſory Oath cannot be y rs by any reaſon, 
bat the nnlawful matter of it: And hereupon it is agreed on 
dy all Divines, That rhe grownd on which an O1th ſhall loſe its 
force, muſt be intrinſecal ofthe body, ſubſtance, and matter of 
the Oath, not extrinſecal, and acceſſory to the Oath ; Ir muſt 
be the ſinfnbneſs of thething, and matter ſworne , not the Cir- 
cumftances converſant about the a& of ſwearing - which may be 
ſinful, and muſt be ſhunned, but avail not to Licharge the Oath | 
when taken: Welldoth the Oxford Profeffor diſtinguiſh , and'Sanderſon de 
tell us, They are twoſeveral queſtions to be diſtinRly reſolyed ac- F120; 
cording to the condition into which a mani is caſt ; The: one is 
an hoc well illudjuramentum fit licitum , whether the Oath be 
kawful> And the other an Juramentam hoc vel illud obligat, 
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whether the Oath do bind ? For that Oath may be anlawfully 7 


{worme,, which-mult everlaſtingly bind when ſworne : Tha- ſin 


7 . * . - 
isto be avoided in entring into a Covenant or Oath , which may 


berepented of without retraction of the Oath when ſworne : The 

name of God too many times is ( though it —_ not to be) ta- 

ken in vai by Kaſs ſmearing : yet mult not be blaſphemed by 
Pearing. | | A 

as p08 an Obligationſo Sacted and permanent, that ma- 


fy conditionsare required unto a regular aQting of it; At Yirſ 


it ſhould be the a& of a deliberate, not diſtempeted minde, nor | 


I wonder how mencanprels thisRule incaſe of Baptifme by 

| Women, or Children, and Lay Perſons, (in which I bumbly con- 
'— ceiveitcannothold ) and notreg:rd itin an Oath ; whoſe nature 
is ſuch as adfniniſtrech a' reaſon for chis Rule, and makes it necef- 
ſary. [aecla'h 
$, Many itiſtances inſtory might be given to amplifie this poſici- 
on, but {leſt I ſhould ſeem toleavethe Road withour Reſon) 
I ſhall only offer the example of the Covenant with the (75hzomuces; 
forthe clearneſs of its demonſtration commonly produced by ll 


Grotius de $98 Caſtiſts in this yery aſe, Grori-s out of Ambroſe notirg the 


urreptitious , fraudulent obtsinmenc thereof , doth note, Dece- 
pts erant & Gabaonitis a regione longingua ſe venire fingentihus ; 
Toſnua tamen patem quam dederat revecandans non cenſuit ;, qui 
firmata erat ſacraments Religione , me , dum alienam jerfidian 


ar- 


— a a@©a XxXu ac 


"F 


” SS. &S WW wary SS VTY V.O 


__ Ws. I. IS A _ 


The Faſt ning of St, Peters Fetters, 


aroait, ſuam fidem ſolveret + The Tranſlation of which 1 ſhail 
offer by a Reverend Biſhop (moſt accept ble to our Anti-covenan- 
ters) whochargeth this deceipt ro have been the juſt effect of 
their ſinful negle& to conſult the Oracles of God, and fiith * the 
* facility of 7/rael led them into a Lezgue and Oath tor the fatety 
© of the Gibeemites, and now, within three dayes, they find their 
* Neighbour-hood and deceipt ; ?ob4ah might have takenadvan- 
© tage oftheir own words, to diſlolve this League, and have faid, 
* Yearecomefrom a farre Countrey, thele Ciries are near ; theſe 
© are not therefore the people to whom we engaged by our pro- 

* miſeor Oath : and J/rae/ had putin a direct Caveat of their 

* yicinity; ſo thatit might ſezm queſtionable whether 79/5»a nee- 

© dedto hold himſelf bound to this Oath ; yet dare not Jo/ona and 

* the Princes truſt to ſhifts for the cluding of this Oath , bur muſt 

* faithfully performe what they had raſoly promiſed. TJoſona's 

* heart w.:s clzar from any intention ofa Lezgue with a Canaanite; 

© he gave bis Oath to theſe diſguiſed ſtrangers; yer he durſt nei- 

© therRepealit himſelf, neither doT hear him ſue ro E/eazar the 

* High Prieft, ro diſpence withir, but rakerh himſelf ryed to the 

* ſtrict wordsof his Oath, not to his own purpoſe : his rongue 

* had bound his heart and hands, ſoas neither might flirre, leſt, 

* whil'{t he was curious of fulhlling the Will of God, he ſhould vio- 

* late the Oath of God. 

But Sir, how diffonane to theſe dictates of this Reverend Fa- 
ther, arethoſeſons of the Church ? who ſtrive for a Biſoprick 
by ſinful caſtingoff the Covenant on a pretended inadvertency in 
ſmearing itattirſt, and putting on it a ſence agreeable to their 
purpoſe, which is repugnant co the plain and expreſs letter of the 
Covenant inthe point of Epiſcopacy ; correcting their infirmiry 
Graviri peccato , witha more grievous impiety , mending raſh 
ſmearing , by plain perjury ,, andefter a ſcber admonition and re- 
fatation , pertinatiouſly recain their reſolurion, by publiſhing the 
very {ime we for breach of Covenant, and braving it to the 
World wit 


bind the ſoul of man from its juſt freedome , which i© rational, r, 

ervil, moral, legal and religions, nor can it be bound toexecate \. 

or fulfill any ſuch , when it is —— or by inadvertency, or taking the Co- 
ut ot really to- them. I Yenanc, 


malice, formally engaged by them, 
wiſh Sis, that lis DoRor would attend Door Halls di- 
D vint- 


Fo. Ell Bi- 
ſhop of Nor- 
wich. 


Halls Contemp. 
p-918. 


a bold aſſertins, No Sacred Oath or Promiſe can Dr. Gaudens 
piſtle to the 
bes and 
ruples abour 
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vivity wich as anachdibgence, as he ſeems to me to affect his Dia» 


lect. | 
Whata crows, immerhodical conrſe, do the Divines of 
our time take to di{charge the obligation of the Covenant , by 


- ſrandalizing the i me with the irregelarities which attended the 


taking of i? That many miſcarriages occ: honed by the com- 
[fon > wrbulency of thoſe mi_, ( in which it was 
digeſted2nd propounded to the people. ) did 3rcompany the Co- 
venant when tendred, and firſt raken, 1 cun eafily conſent : but 
got fo great , as they ſeem inthe multiplying-glaſs ( of paſſion 
and prejudice) by which they are now ſuggeited : much lefs were 
they ſo greit, 7s ro diſcharge the bond of it. 1 cont the Co- 
yenant oughe not tokxve been che effet of Scortiſh importumitics, 
er Engliſh complaauces;, norto have been brought torch by the 
midwifery of ramr.lts, and engaged enraged armies, parties, 
and fattions; nor its convictions and perfwaſions to have been 
by ſequeſtratiens and impriſcuments , 78 Dr. Gawden in bis Ang- 
byſuct fleth; but1 ( on grounds urged in my Azatepſis) c n- 
not yield ic was; yet grantit, willtheſe thingsavail to rhe dif- 
charge of its dikes force , and make it void ? Nothirg 
leſs 


Nay Sir, ſhould [ conſent and ſubſcribe unto the verity of the 
Arguments urged by Dr. Featly his ghoſt; and admir (whatT - 
ſhilthereafier ) 1. The ſuppoſed Soleciſme and miit: ken 
order of the words in the Covenant. 2. The ſappoſed end and 
zjime of the Contrivers of the Covenant, 3, The want of autho= 
rity inthe Impoſers. 4. The ambiguity and ſeeming .comradicti- 
ons of many expreſſions. 5. That many took it not in Truth, 
Righteouſneſs, ard Judgement. 6. That it wants warrant in 
Scripture, andis only bottomed on the baſis of Natural Policy. 
7. Thatitis derogatory to Engiandshonour. 8. Taken with- 
out important cauſe, and urgent necefiity ; and fo was faulty in 
theſe and the like Circumſtances, which call for Repentance in 
Impoſers and Takers , you muſt bea Soleciſme in divinity, to e- 
wake this book, and-ſend abroad theſe exceptions againſt the AR 
of making and ſwearingthe Covenant , in hope that a review of 
them may make us Repent and be wiſe, and to confirm men (the 
Apoſtates) their ( averſion, pretended ) converſion from the | 
Covenant , and draw athers from it by the ſtrength of conviction: 

L 
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I will grant his Maxime, Deliberandum eff diz quod ftatuenduns 
eſt ſemel; And ( though believe the determination of the Co- 
venant was on due advice) yet we will conſent unto him to re-' 
pent and confels theſe miſtakes, Bur I muſt tell His Majeſhes 
Chaplaine, That Dr. Saxnderſon will not upon all this , give us 
leave to calt off the Covenant; but conſtrains our conſciences to 
reviveit, 7aramentum de re non illicita, fit alinnde sllicitum, 


ex aliquo externo defettu , & propter aliquam indebitam circum- 5 mderſon de 
Pantiam reſpeftu attus jurandi , poſſit obligare jurantem, ad im- juram:nto.fre!. 
plendum quod promilit;, An Oath lawful in the matter, unlaw- 3155+ 


ful in external , undue circumſtances in the aft of ſwearing , 
binds to accompliſhment. 

This Sir, hath the more influence upon me , becauſe it is Ox+ 
ford divinity, conceived to be read onthe occaſion of this Cove- 
nant: Weconfels with Auguſtine, David juravit temere , (ed 
non implevit. majori pietate, David ſware raſhly , but with pi- 
cty repented and retratted , becauſe the matter, felf-revenge in 
Natal's ruine was wicked: which is not our caſe; when the 
matter of the Covenant appearsto be manifeſt ſinne, we muſt re. 
trac it, till then we will repent raſhneſs, wnadviſedneſs in the 
a7, but retain its obligation, leſt we patch up ſinne by 
{1nne. 

Now I deal with His Majeſties Chaplain, may 1 Sir, make 
bold to whiſper another notion of Nivinity in his exe; he may 
bave occaſion and opportunity to uſeit : Sir, it is this, Thata 
Peoples impoſing on their Prince, and binding him totermes, and 
bringing him under an Oct, not only for themſelves, bur all 
their flow Subzects, inal or any the Kings Dominion; ( for 
which Ac the Scots are much ceafured, and 'could I have advi- 
ſed , ſhould have been moreinnocent ) {avowrs ſomething of diſ- 
order, tumult, irregularity, and vnlgar widlence;,, and yer Gre- 
tizs decermines, (the matter being lawful ) it obligeth the Prince 
fo ſworne; becauſe God is inyocated, andthe King was volunta- 
rily ſubjeted : Though he doubt the power of Co-28ion of a 


Princes performance by men; yet he affirms the obligztion be- 


fore God : His concluſion-is this onthe diſcuſſion of the,Queſti- 6: or3us de jure 
on, Dicimus ergo, ex promiſſo & contratta regis, quem cum bellt & pacgs.1, 
ſubditis init , naſci yeram ag propriam obligationem ,- que jus *©14P-233+ 


det ſubditis : The Promiſe'or. Covenant .into which the Kut 
D 2 ſhall 
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ſeal enter with Hu Subjtts, doth engender a tru: and proper 
obligation , and ccnferre cn the Subjetls a right whireen 19. de- 
wand performance. I will not juſlihe 1] paſt actions, but can ſcarce 
reirzin from adding to the Letany , From coatrary Coron:tion 
Oarhs, good Lord deliver us. 

Laſtly, How fare wide Co they ſhoot, who dire the private 
doubts and particular ſcruples of private perſens or ſaocieties ,  2= 
g-inſt the taking the Solemn Lezgue and Covenaut , to diſch.rge 
1:s oblig'tion? MenPrint, and reprintthe Qxf:rd Reaſons, and 

- make a great noiſe wich chem in the world , and yet, they are 
meere private Reaſens, profeſſedly relating to thar own refuſal 
ofthe Covenznt, and they never tellus whether they or any ofthe 
_ yo pcge perſons concerned , received fatisfation to their Reaſons ,- and 
metohers Aſter ſubmitted to the rzking of the Covenant , nor is ir conſi- 
but to clear our dered the Reaſons do profeſs a» Apology, and pray a perſenal 
ſelvcs before wp of themſelves from the At , bur do not ſo much 2s pre- 
God andthe ,j tend to acquit the bond of che Covenant to ſuch xs had rzken it , 
nn now granting that theſe Rezſons might haye that force thar the 
Rinacy-Oxſord Authors of them could not without finconform to the AR of tz- 
Reaſons,Pref, = the Covenant ; yet they be of no force:;t all ro weaken or 
P-1+ diſſolve its bond. 

| Let me therefore ſay, Sir, to theſe who offer to your and my 
conſideration their doxbts and ſcrufles againſt taking the Cove- 
nant , and ſcatterabroad papers of this nature, that they mani- 
feſt cheir malice and pans enmity ag1inſt the Covenant, by 
indjecting ie to vulgar ſcorne , and laying opentheir own naked- 
neſs, Sift it were the nakednefs of the Covenant , and run away 
Railing againſt the Covenant, as of »s force or obligation , as 
void and null, on a meere Petstioprincipij , baſe-begging the 
Queſtion, and t:king it for granted, That what makes the att of 
ſwearing ſinful , makes the Oath void, and ſuppoſing a weight 
( which is very little ) in their exceptions, ro words, method , 
form , order of the Covenant, and the impoſing it on the pec- 
ple; which might have kept ſome men from ſwearing , to be ſuf- 
ficient to diſcharge all that are fworne. If they will indeed bat- 
ter the Covenant, they ſhould pierce into the tody of it, and 

prove the matter of it hor mar 
the Covenant for ever.  Tillthen, I anſwer in the Negative to 


, andthen will T alſo ſhake off | 
my own enquiry in Saint Peters. Fonds abide, pag. 13. tO mo 
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the worſt of-it * a tumultuous Aſſembly come before us with 
* ſword and Scepter, ſay they are a Parliament, and have lawful, 
* conſtant, arid compleat Authority , and therefore will put an 
* Oithand Covenant upon us : and filly, inconfiderate we, are 
* notfo well-sxill'd in Politicks, or acquainted with the Conſti- 
* tutions of our Countrey, to detect their fallacy , but think all 
* Authority is within thoſe W: lis, a«d obedience muſt be yielded 
* to what is there commanded ; and fo we are beguiled into the 
* Oath ; norarewe fo hardy as to endure their violence, but by 
< fearare forced into the Coyenant, is it therefore voide ? for 
we have cpened our months unto the Lord , and cannot go 
back, 
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Seto Tertia, 


| 


Propoſition 3, The matter ſworne in the Solemn League 
and Covenant , i juſt and lawful tobe maintained and 


purſu:d, 


T Hat we may diſcover the /awfulneſr of the matter of this Co- 
F venant, we muſt obſerve thar in reſpe& thereof, it is partly 
aſſertory, and partly promiſſory. 

Ale 


rtory in the Preface of it, viz. Fe Noblemen, Barons, The aſſertory 
Knights, Gentlemen , Citizens, Burgeſſes, Miniſters of the (Go- part of the + 


fpel , and Commons of all ſorts , in the Kingdom of England , 
Scotland, and Ireland , ' by the providence of God , living under 
one King , and being of one Reformed Religion , having before 
owr eyes the glory of God, and advancement of the Kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour feſus Chrift, the honour and happineſs of 
the King's Majeſty , and Hws Poſterity , and the true publique 
Liberty, Safety, and Peace of the Kingdoms, wherein every ones 
private condition is included ,, and calling to- mind the treache- 
roms plots, conſpiracies, attempts, and prattices of the enemies of 
God againſt the true Religion, and Profeſſors thereof in all pla- 
ces, efpecially in theſe three Kingdoms ever ſince rhe Reforma= 
tion ; and, how much their rage, power, and preſumption are of 
date , and at this time encreaſed and veel whereof the. de- 
plorable 


Covenant, 


23- 
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plerable eftate of rhe Charch and Kingdom of Ireland, the di- 


eftate of the Charch and Kingdom of England:, and the 
DH my of the Church and "Kingdom. of Scotiand, are 
preſent and publick reftimonies : we have now at laſt. ( after 6+ 
ther means of ſapplication, Remeonſtrance, Proteftaticn, and ſuf- 
ferings ) for preſervation of our ſelves. and our \Religion from ut- 
rer rane and deftruttion , according to the commendable praftice 
of theſe Kingdoms m former times, and the example of the pec- | 
ple of God wn othir N ations after mature d:{tberation reſcued and 
deter mined to enter wnto-a mutual and. Sclewn Leagne and- Ce- ] 
wenart , wherein we all ſubſcribe, and each one, of ma fer him(clf, 5 
with our hands lifted up” to the moſt high God, do ſweare. 
Though this Prefice may ſeem and be ſid to be ns part of 
the Covenant , yetit being a Solemn Profeſlion of the grounds 
and reaſons on which the Covenant was made, and was declared 
in the very At of ſwearing the Covenant , by all that ſwore it, 
we ſhall own ut as a part thereof. . 
The Coveninr'is furcher aſſertory in the Concluſion, (+1z.) 
And becauſe theſe Kingdoms are guilty of many ſins and prove- 
cations againſt God and his Sonne Peſus Chriſt, as is manifeſt 
by onr preſent diſtreſſes and dangers , the frmits thereof : we 
profeſs and declare before God and the world , our unfeigned de- 
frre to be bumbled for owr own fin , and for the ſinnes of theſe 
Kingdems , eſpecially that we have not as we ought valued the 
rneflomable bexefit of the Goipel , that we have mit Iaboured for 
the purity and power thereof , and that we have not endeavored 
to. receive Chrift' in our hearts, and to walk werthy of him in 
oor tives , which. are the canſes of orher ſins and tranſgreſſions 
fo. much abounding amovg 5; and our true and unfeigned par- 
paſe, defore, and tndeavor for our ſelves, and all others uncer | 
car power und charge, both in publick nnd un private, in all dw- 
ties we oweto Gol avd man, to amend our lives; and each one 
to go before another, v1. 's real Refcrmation ; that the Lo'd muy 
turn away bis wrath wad: beavy indignation , and eftatiifh theſe 
Churches and 'K mgdows in truth and peace. And this Cove- 
udut we make ws the preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of 
all bearts , with a trme intention to performe the ſame,as ve ſpail 
anſwer nt the great day when rhe ferrets of all hearts« ſhall be | 
fiſcloſed; .\ Adoft humbly beſerching the. Lord. to ftreugrhen ly 
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bis Haly Spirit for this end, and to bleſs onr' defires and pre- 
ceedings wth ſuch ſucceſs, 44 may be deliverance and ſafety te 
his people, and enccuragement to other Chriftian Churches graan- 
ing under or in danger of the Toke of Antichriſtian tyranny , 
to joyn in the fame or like aſſociation , and covenant to the pler 
of (zad;; and enlargement of the Kingdom of Zeſins Chriſt; and 
the peace and tranquillity of Chriſtian Kingdoms and Common- 
Keatths. 

This Covenant is promiſſory in the ſix Articles there- 
of, 


Concernins the afſertory part of the Covenant it muſt be no- 
ted, Thatalthough ir ſhould have been aw/awfat, becenſe wn- 
true inthe grounds or reaſons pretendedly inducing to ir, and 
ſo bypocricic [1 and fallacious inthe humility, zeal, and refſolnti- 
on in the Concluſion proteſted : whereby the takers in deceiving 
others, may have deceived ther own foul, and bound themfelyes 
under a cercain expeRtation of the wrath of:that God of trarh pyhood in 
and jealouſie , who hath been called asa Witneſs of fuch wicked- the Preface, 
neſs : yer this fallacy mill not diſcharge the obligation of the C- Þ115 nor the 
wenant : Foran Oath binds according ro expreſſion, not the tz- —_— of 
kers reſerved intention; and therefore Grotize tellech ns, Thar Pome 
if a manin his afſertory Outh do 4eutpudy » © ſweare falfly , this 
will be no-warrant for his &moyzy, for nt performing what he 
promiſed , and.concludes, Siqurs welens jurgre obbigare fe nolu- 
erit , uu 6 minus obl;gatur , none but feſwires will fay that a 
mau ſwearing, and in the aft purprſing not to binde his fagite , G 0'ivs dr" juee 
( and thercot meking a ſecrer zppeal to God ) 5 free, and not 0 © p46ib 
bound by his Oath: For this'is expreſſely againſt the nature of *? _— 
an Oath , whoſe obligation is inſeparable rom its At: And 4 ho 
therefore the fame Author fatth., - $ignis debiberato protmerit ver- _ wap 
ba jurantia , animo tamen non jurandi obligatar , and this-is no ©.Þ.160- 
other chan Oxford Divinity ,  Siqurs ex aliqua diloſa intentione 
welit putars jeraſſe , habebit apud ipſum omnem obligandi effe- 
Hum: a man is bound by rhe action of (wearing even beyond and 
contrary to his own intention; andthis is evident in 7, ſbxab , 
and his Oath with the G;beonites ; obtained by fraud, and foun- 
dedin fad; againſt which they had entred an expreſs Cave- 
at, it being farre from his intention to make a League with 4 
Canaanite ; yet he and all 1-a] were bound by it, as 1n the for- 
Mer Propoſition it hath been cleared, Bur 


The afſertory 
part of the 
Covenant Yin- 


dicated. 


Exception of 
Doubts and 


Scruples. 


Anſwer, 


x 


© c17he Faſthtng: of St. Peters Fetters. 
But, why.do1 ſtand to eſtabliſh the obligation of the prom:/* 


f-y..part 'of the Covenant,, againſt the falſhood .of the afſertor 
AL , Whilſt no ſuch falſhood appears > As for the ertory 
ſrve. proteſt, it lieth our of humane cognizance , and is only, obyi- 
ous to the ſearcher of hearts: And ro me he mult be ſtrargel 

blinded by paſſion or prejuaice , that ſeerh; and ſubſcriberh nor 
to eyery part of the Preface as true; yet ſome there are, who, 
( though they could not ſpeak out ) are willing to ſuggelt 4 Lye 
chargeable on the ſame; and theretore the Covenant muſt be in 
this point vindicated againſt their exceptions, pretended Doubts 
and Scruples urged againſt che taking of che Covenant : Give me 
leave a little to weigh them. | 

The firſt I ſhall rake notice of, is, the Anonymus Doubrs and | 
Scruples recommended to the world by Dr. Gazder, and offered. 
Sir,, to your and.my conſideration, and his Quarrel, ( I ſhould 
fay.) Scruple, is againſt the Title of the Covenant, which js cer. 
rainly no part of it; which he thus frameth : _ 

1 have not met with any Declaration to aſſure ws, that Com- 
miſſioners of each Kingdom j ren , and efpecially of Ire- 
lind, have been choſen and aſſembled rogether, had power, or did 
agree upon this League and Covenant ,, without which, or ſome 
ſach equivalent proceedings , We cannot poſſibly know that it was 
the joynt conſent, reſolutiqn, and deſires of the three K ingdoms to 
enter into ſuch a League, c. 

Whoever Sir, were the Author of theſe Screples, he ſure 


" wasof a very tender conſcience,that muſt be ſatisfied in the very 


Title and Denomination of the Covenant , and cannot do his own 
duty, or a juſt a&, enjoyned him by the Superiors of the King- 
dom , of which he is a member and Subje& , untill he be aſſured, 
that allto whom it may extend , do deſire and conſent there- 
unto. ; 
2. There mught be ſuch a Declaration, though he met not 
with it. Muſt private perſons ſuſpend required duties ,” untill 
they meet with Declarations of the regular agitation of State af- 
fairs? Muſt all the arcana imperij which relate to other King- 
doms, be opened before the Subjec give hisfzith to keep the con- 
dicions concluded by their Governors? | 
3. Didhe meet withany Declaration which told him 7re- 
land was ina general Rebellion againſt the Crown of Z»9/and, 
: 9 
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to whichit had been ſubjugated, and was wholly | dependent on 
the Engliſh Intereſt Ro Snekcand redugions And muſt Ew- 


gland itay its Covenam, till Ireland: Rebells ſend Commullioe 


ners and conſent? Or, may they not without their conſent,  co+ 
venant for the good of their yaſſ: Kingdom which chey mult again 
recover by force? 

4+ Bur the title of the Covenant gives no groxnd for this 
Doxbt , for though it be entituled, A Covenant for the prace and 
ſafety of the three Kingdoms of England, Scouland, and ireland, 

isit not entituled A Solemn League and Covenant | bo three 
Kingdoms > And] bope, they may be the 0bzefs, who are noc 
Amthors or Abettors of an Oath ; Andif they be offended for 
our intention and endeavors” of good to them, let thembear 
it, Charity will not alwayes ſtay for the conſent or defire of its 


"5 


Second exces 


His next Scruple is like unto this, occaſioned by thoſe words. prion our of 


Of one Relegion , which he doubts the 1riſh Papiſts c—_— — — | 


po rndy wing pong and Cee Hoke pa 
Independents not one Religion, yet 7 inftrattion 
itis to be proffered to all \Porhoan.: 4 


Papitss 
Py Becanſe proffered, u it thereforetaken? Thewords are 
profeſſed by them that take the Covenant, may it not be a teſt, 
andoore dſcriminationfor array ofthe Popith party, which 
ay lurking among us, and none as Papilts, or 1 as 
done yon. take the Covenant ? Pla 
3- May not the majority denominate the Whole ? The Pro- 
teſtgoc Religion js the yone Religzon owned and profeſſed in 
> qa nor doth he deny the Independents to be profeſ- 
it, 
Sir, muſt not Dr. Gevdew commend his diſcretion in con'® 
ing to the world ſuch perplexieg Scruples as have not a £cru- 
ple of Reaſon in them 2 and ſhallnorT appear as wiſe to {| 
time to conſider them ( if of weight ) after the Covenant hath: 
been taken? but he affirms them as agreeable rothe Oxford rea 
avs, which isa juſt Chixe ad Cheam, Harpand Harrow; yet 
y be puts us on the conſideration of thew which have paſſed 
thus long unanſwered ; _—_— of their name , 


| 


But Sir, it doth not appear that itis to be proffered to the viÞ , or, 
wW 
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ſented i I ,- as private gro 
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on being a. fit Antagoniſt,” or proper Cafuilt to reſolve 
Re Feet Univerſicy , 'and partly.for that they were 'pre- 
s of diſſatisftRion , and.. 
for excuſe fromthe AR required , not as hrerdiftions or © com- 
demnation 'of other mens Acts themſelvesprofeſs ; much leſs as 
Arguments for abſclution from the bund of the Covenant now it” 
ich been generally taken by Prir.ce and People; to which end 
theyarenow Repranted, and by. every fooliſh Þ:mphler are anew 
urged: and therefore neceſlicate | the. canſideration- of their 
weight;. which ( I confeſs” } 1 in reverence to their Name , 'was 
willing to decline, but by the worth of trath, and weight of the 
Oathof God upon our Land , am (though a private , obſcure; 
and anfit perſon) - conſtrained thereunto; © 5 0 » 
1; Theirexceptiousto the Prefice of:the Covenant; makech rig? 


-poſitive charge , yet ſuggeſiech ſundry tilthoods therein 


' ; "which they witneſs they could not 'acknowledge, 
Furſt, They were. not able 'to ſay,. that the rage," power, and 


preſumption of rhe.ememies of Gol (1n the fence there intended) k ar 
this time encreaſed. & « JM of 
{ To which ;Sir, I ſhould have then Anſwered; 

I. Their ability to ſay it is of little moment , nor could 
we well, judge it: 'For whether they were under +ny natural, 
wilful, -wolent , or judicial incapacity, is not our part to deter- 
mine :, / Qthers were ablt' to fa 12; andif theſe Reverend Fathers 
and Students did know it, thongh rhey were not able to ſay ir,” 
it was for us ſufficient : And therefore may 1 be bold further to 
enquire | | 

2. Whether: they were able to re:de the whole ſentence ex- 

the ſence (Of the enemierof ' God, Whoſe rage , power, 
and preſumption, was at this time increaſed ) here intended : - 
and calling to mind the treachtrous and bloody plits', confpira- 
cies,, attempts, and prattioes - of | the- enemies q God , againſt” 
the true Rehigion', and Profeſſors thereof in 4 places, eFpecially 
1 theſe three Kingdoms . ever fince the Reformation of Rel;+ 


: 1 


$501; and. how. much. their. rage,” power, and preſumpriom ur? 
of late, and at this time encreaſed :- whereif "the - deflongble \ 
eftate of the Church and Kingdom of Ireland*, the Wſtreſſed* 
aftgte of the: Church. and Kingdoni' of England, and th;* 

@\4c1 7 da . 


As 


r_ -_ —_— gs - 


"and Popyh dorines publickly preached and printed, and. Pupyb 
"= _ 4 hs | E 2 
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Aargerous eſt ate of the Church and Kingdom of Scotland, are 
preſent and publick teſtimonies, Are notithele full expreſſions of 
the ſence in which the enemies of God, whoſe rage , power , and 
preſumpticn , were increaſed, are to be underſtood ? andis it rg- 
rionalor religious, to enquire after, and ſuſpend a duty 'on jea- 
louſie of a /ence intended, when we have the ſence plainly expreſ- 
ſed?" Tsnot this repugnant to the end of Speech ( the Interpre- 
ter of the minde? } | 

3. Werethe Maſters, Scholars, and other members and Of- 
ficers of the Univerſity of Oxford, ſuch ſtrangers inthe Prote- 
fant 'Iſracl, as not to know the Papiſts , and Popiſly affetted,, 
Were enemies of God, againſt true Religion, and the profeſſors 
thereof 1n all places? Or {o unacquainted at home, . as not to 
know their plots, confÞiracies, attempts, and praftices, were & 
Fcially againſt theſe three Kingdoms (the moſt publick and po- 
tent, Proteflors of true Religion) ever ſince the Reformation ? 
Hd they no notion of the Rebellions againſt King Edward the 
6th? Ofthe Treaſons, Plots, Conſpiracies, Roaring Bulls, 
and Raging. Spaniſh Armad® 2gaint Queen Elizabeth * Of the 
Gun-powder-treaſon, and other plots againſt King Fames ? 'Of 
the Colledge of Propagators of the Catholick Cauſe erected 
in Rome , under the Government of Cardinal Barbarim, and 
deſigned :gainſt theſe Kingdoms? Or of the Grand Plot agita- 
ted by Cen, or Cunens the Popes Nuncio in England, diſco- 
yered by Andreas ab Haberneſpeld, frlt ro Sir William Boſwel 


His Majethes Reſident in Flanders, and by himunto Laxde late 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury , and ſince fully clexred and laid open 
by Mr. ifiam Prom in bis Romes Maſterpiece publiſhed in 1643. 
four years before their reaſons, and might haye been profitableto 


their eye-ſight ? 


4. Did no: this learned Univerſity judge it to bean bighen- 


 creafe of their Rage, Power, - and, Preſumption , to; diſtribute 
' cheir Jeſuits into ſuch ſeveral orders, as ſhould be capable in' any 


lace or profeſlion to propagate their plots * To preſs upon the 
lite King and Archbiſhop for a publick profeſſion of union with 
Rome? To boaſt openly of Englands returning to Popery ? To 


tender a Cardinals Haz tothe late Archbiſhop ?.. To poyſonour 


Fountains theUnivecſities, and our yery people with \Arainian 


pl- 


- 'Y 
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ckly fold , and bound up wich our Teſtaments and 
Bibles? Toprovoke the High Commiſſion cruelties , and Pwrs- 
ras difcontents? To {ws _ Popiſh Service-Zook ( with ve- 
ry kttle variationof ir ec Maffe-Book ) and procure it to 
be by force and violenceimpoſed on the Church 2 nd Kingdom of 
Scetlavd, tothe raiſing mutinies, and ſtirring up the Bellwns E- 
Piſcopate, with prerence to yoke them , and intention to deſtroy 
the King and Proteſtant cauſe > To rebe!l openlyin Jrelend, and 
with and cruelty to Murcher and Maſſecre the Proteſtants? 
To dive berween Kingand Pzrliament in E»g/and, and poflets 
themſelveaof His Majeilies Gartfons and Armies, as under char 
command Toaber, adviſe, 2nd cffet the moſt barbarous 
Murther of His late Majeſty, and onr ſince corfuſjons> All 
which, and many thelike, to have been the atchievements and 
accompliſhmentsof theſe enemies of God to true Religion, He 
thai is 10 any meaſure obſery:nc of our :ff:irs, can run and read : 


And are not theſe expreſſions of Rage,Power,and Preſamption?let 
rightrexſon judge. Y 


OrforiReafons 2, They canot truly affirm , that they had uſed given con | 
= ta auy ſupplication or remonſtr ance to the purpoſes there expreſ= | 
fi 


—_— _ \ d 
| alchough they cannot affirm ir, yet others ean do it in 
truth.and with joy. | 
| 2. What are the purpoſes therein aquelhs ? (notasbefore 
intended) ſhall we judge it from the Preface > Jt « the 
glory of God , and the advancement of the Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chrift, the honour and happineſs of the King's Ma 
yfty , and Hus Pofterity,, the publique Liberty, Peace,and ws 
of the Kingdoms, wherein every ones private condition us inclu f. 
For the Endis the Argument which is urged to enforce the con- 
Rancy to the Covenent , andin Article thefixth, it is 
tO be the ghry of God, | gy of the Kingdoms, and the 
of the King, and theſe are the only ts expreſſed in theſe 
particular 2&spropounded for the ion of them, and hall 
we be H uneharitable, as to think the Gentlemen of Qarferd to 
| have been ſo voide of picty towards God, hve to their Conntry, 
or Zozalty towardtheir King, as not to have wſed or given con- 


Td; 
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ſexs to ſupphcntion or Remonſfrance to theſe prrgoſes therein ex- | 
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| þfſe& Muſt wethink them ſo ſpeechleſs, 25 nor co prey to God, 


nor ſpeak to men for the effeRing of theſe parpoſes expreſſed ? 
No on” rather preſurge them wodeſt, and not ken ro pab- 


bſh their piery and ze:l ro purpoſes : or paſſienete preju- 
diced tous one _ propounded os 4 WS th of 
thete pippoſes expreſſed, and thereby ated to confound the pur- 
poſe and Far means: Bur 

3. Hadnotthe Univerſity of Oxford Repreſemees in Parlia- 
ment ? ' If they didnot fir, were they violently excluded? Or, 
did they give their No to the Supplicationsor Remonſtrances to 
the expreffed in the Covenant? And ifthey did, were 
not chele Supplications and Remonſtrances carried by the Majo- 
rity of Votes? Andisnor the Negative ſo ſwallowed therein 
that all perſons and bodies corporate through the Nation * did 
thereunto conſent > When we finde Qxford excepted , \ we 
will fay they could nor traly affirme, they gave com 


But 2% they did not conceive the entring into ſuch @ OrfordRealond 
League and Covenant , to be a lavvfnl, proper , and probable — excepti» 


weans to preſerve our ſelves and owr Religion from ruine ang *de.. * 


ftrattios. &” 

- Tothis Sir, we muſt enquire into the cenceipe of theſe Gen- 
tlemen , and defire ro know whetherit relate unto rhe quality of 
the Covenant, or the at of covenanting> Theparticle $4ch, 
ſeems to carry it to the quality of the Dovenant, in reſpec of 
the matter covenanted,; which afterward is p-rticularly ang jn its 
proper place excepted againſt ; Bute the words of the Covenant 
faggeſted by this ex cepion to be falſe, do relate uno the a of 
ecvenanting, as we haue now at laſt for the preſervation of our 
Religion, determined to emer into a (not facha | marual and 
Solemw League and Covenant ; And the place of this exception 
ivin the beginning of their exceptions ante the Preface, Which 
way be ſaid to be wo part of the Covenant , and therefore ag- 
 mitsnot an exceprion tothe q my feds Covenant : More- 
over the next exceprion puts ir owe of t , that theſe words 
relate to the af? —_— in which they grofels chey finge 


wt in our Hifories f of & ſworne Covenant 

ocrafpon "ran bees de the 4# of —_ 

ting by Oath, which they cannec concrive to be 4 tawful, pre 
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Fes probable. means to preſerve Religion from ruine : Sures 


7 then Sir, the weather was very miſty about Oxford, and made 
cir minds very muddy, that they could nos conceive entring in- 
to Covenants, and Sulemn Leagxes , dictated by thelight ot na- 
ture, anddire&ted by the Law of God, purſued andpreRiſed by 
all Nations, .{.and by .1/rac/ in the caſes of their Religion, ) as 
the utmoſt of humane policy ; and higheſt of ſecurity totheir pti- 
viledges endan ered ,- as a method detecting concealed enmity , 
debarring fraud, -expreſſingaffeRion, engaging conſcience, and 
animating reſolution, to be a /awful, proper, and probable means 
of Jeri If irbe goodand ſafe as 0 our Civ, Fhope it is no 
leſs prob3ble jn our Religions concernments. If Sir, Thad been to 
deale with one ſingle Student, muſt haye told him, That he ſtarred 
this exception more like a Sophiſtical Diſputant, than a conſcienti- 
ous Dubitant. 


ath Exception. Fourthly,They could not believe the entring into this Covenant 
in the Oxford to be ac 


g to the commendable praflice of theſe Kingdoms, 
or the example of Gods people in other Nations : for that they 
found not the leaft footſtep in our Hiſtories of a ſworne Cove- 
napt ever emtred into by the people of this Kingdom upon any 
occaſion whatſoever ;, nor could they readily remember | any \com= 
mendable example of the like dine in. any other Nation, bat are 
rather told by the Defenders of the Covenant that the world never ſaw 
the like before. | 

 WhitherSir, will not prejudice carry men ? IT cannot but 
wonder to findethe Maſters, .Stydents, &c. of Oxford, ſo much 
unacquainted with: Hiſtories, , 2s neither to finde in ourown,. or 
.other Hiſtories , 4 commendable. example of Entring into Cove- 
ant : I may notmind them of the Covenant made by the No- 
blesand people of Scotland among thewſelves, and with Queen 
Elizabeth of England, under and agiinſt the Papal might,execu- 
red by the then QueenRegeat,. nor of the Netherland; coufede- 
racy 4ud Covenant: Theſe wilhnat ſeem commendable in their 
figtitnow , though ſo judged when England becamethur, ,pro- 
tecion, andencouriged, nay, defended themin them.. ',_ _ , 
©. Let metherefoxe enquire whether they khew 7/-ael. to have 
been - Gods people of ancther, Naticn , and that they entered inzo 
"Covenant inthe time of the Judges, inthedayes © Teal, } C. 
ah, Eieokiah, and Nebepih, in juneyof Ganges ans detec 
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0n1n their =—_— Religious concernments ; And was their pra- 
&ice commen{ble ? | yp 

-* -2, 'Didour Gentlemen of @xford never find: any footſteps 
tn our Hiſtories concerning the Barons of Stamford, Anno 1225. 
aſſembled or only without, but againſt the Kipgs, conſent vand 
coveranted each with drher - to demand the reſtitution of their | 
Liberties, "whereupon a Parli:ment was holden gt Northampton 
ro give them ſatis ion 3 And again, did they never finde in 
our Hiſtories, howin An 1258. they Aſſembled at Oxfard, «- 
greed on Articles , 'viz, The confirmation of the Charter de F«-. 
reſta.” 2.' The tftabliſhng of Lord. Chief Fuſtice , who might, 
Jadge them by Law. 3. The driving Aliens and Strangers 
out of England, andthelike; and thr they confederated by 


Oath, ard grvetheir handsand m#ta/ faith oneto the other , 2th. Paris 

that rhey wonld not deſiſt to proſecute their purpoſe for leſs of Hiſt. As. þ. | 
, L - 940,94hÞ 9fn 

money or Lands , ner love, nor hate, no nor yer for life of them, 263. 


ar theirs, till they had cleared England of 3trangers, and pro- 
Owred landable Laws: Ant under this Covenant they braught 
the Kings Brother , Richard Kingof Romans, and Earle of Corn- 
wall , and cauſed him to ſweare upon the Holy Goſpels this for- 
mal Covemnt : ' 

Hear all men, that I Richard Earle of Cornwal, ſwear wp 
on the Hely Goſpels, to be faithful and forward with. you-,- to 
Reforme the” Kingdom of England , hitherto by, the counſel bf 
wicked men ſo much acformed. and I will be an effelnal coad- 
Jator, to expelt the Rebels and troublers out of the ſame ; Both 
thefe onr Hiſtories fiy, werein the time, and without the conſent 
of King Henry the 3*. Not totrouble our Reader with the'like 
it the time of King fan, King Richard the 24, and other Prin” 
ces; 1 muſtdefire the Gentlegien of Qxferd to tell, us, whether” 
theſe were nor people of England? end theſe be not viſible foot 
marks of ſome Covenant of the people .of England on- ſome occa- 
fun? + And ifthey hall queſtion whether they . be commendable 
examples," let them ple'ſe to obſerye the commendable Eperhic 
our Fiſtortan gives upon he laſt of. theſe Covenants , calling 
them? Angle” ReiprbRcs Zelatoret:' Bart , the dbfenders of the 
Covenant told them , that the word never [aw the like before : 
I bur, they did not tell them, char there. are na footſteps of any 
Courant made on any* occaſion whatſoever; Andif they had , 

Wig fs were 
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were the Maſters and Students in Oxford reſolved into ſuch an 
imphcire Firth, 25 ro befieye an Enemy? - Bur I wonder theſe 
Maſters of Reaſon had ſolittle Re:ſon, as to conclude a general, 
from rhe conceflion of a Fccial ; Their Margent explaneth the 
conceflion ofthe defenders of rhe Covenant in theſe termes, Such 
an Oath for matter, perſons, and cher circumſtances , the like 
hath na been in any Age or Oath we reade of in Sacred or bu« 
mane Stories, Know they not that there is a vaſt difference be- 
rween the peneralform of an Oath or Covenant , and thoſe 

cial Quafifications which may arcumſtance it? and that a di 

militude in the aft, will not conclude that there never was a 
Sworn Covenant on any occaſion > but ft werbums ſar ſaps* 


ents. 

Thns Sir, notwithſtanding theſe ſearned Suppeſtions of the 
falſehood of the Preface,and in it of the afſertory part of the Cove« 
nant , it yet continueth lawful , becauſe true; andis our encou- 

ent and aſſurance, that rhe promuſſory 24#t willbe anſwer- 

; For asin rational conduſions, fol hopein Religious reſaly- 
tions,weſhall find 4 ver verum ſequatur. 


The promiſſory part of the Covenant , is in theſe ſix Ar- 
ticles, 


= Ip I. 
-Aio 242. YO Bat we Pall ſincerely, really, and conftantly, through the 
| — | Grate of God, 6; 4M in our ſeveral places and .. #05, 
exceptionsto gþ, preſervation of rhe Reformed Religion in the Church of Scot- 
_ —_ land, i Dofrine, Worſnp, Diſcipline and Gruernment , ag ainft 
| nk our common Enemies ;, The Ref mation of Religion in the King- 
; doms of England and Ireland is Deftrine, zyarfoip, Deſciph 
and Government \' according to the Word of Gad , and the ex» 
ample of the br reformed Churches : And ſhall endeavor to 
bring the Churches of God in the three Kingdoms , to the near« 
ef conjunttion aud mniformity in Religion , Canfeſſed of Faith , 
Form of Church-Gevernment, Direftory for Worſhip and Catechi- 
w3ng., T hat we and our poſterity after us, may as Brethren live in 
Faith and Love, and the Lord may delight to dwel/zn the midf of #0, 


34+ 
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V. 
That we fall in lik maner , without reifelt of perſons oo" 


IZ3DO Q © te .. 
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dheavor the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, ( that is, Church-Gr 
wernment by Archbiſbops, Biſhops , their Chancellors and Com» 
wiſſaries, Deans, Deans and Chapters, Archdeacons , and all & 
ther Eccleſiaſtical Officers depending on that Hierarchy ) Super- 
; frition, | Herefie, Schiſme, Profaneneſs, and whatſoever ſhall be 
| fornd to be ae Bom ſound Doftrine, and the power of Godlineſs ; 
' left we partake in other mens ſins, and thereby be in danger to receive 
of their plagnes,and that he Lord may be one, and hzs Name on in the 
three K ing doms. 


Wn, - 
|; We ſhall with the ſame ſincerity, reallity and conſtancy, in ony ſe- 
' veral Uocations, endeavor with our eſtates and lives , mutually to 
preſerve the Rights and Priviledges of the Parliaments, and the 
Liberties of the Kingdoms, and to preſerve and defend the Kings Mar 
: jeſties perſon and authority ( in the preſervation and defence of the 
; true Religion, and Liberties of the Kingdoms, |) that the world may 
bear witneſs with our Conſciences of our Loyalty, and that we have no 
thoughts or intentions to dimiſh His Maieſfie juſt power and great» 


meſs, 


IV. 
, We ſhall alſo with all faithfwlneſs endeavor the diſcovery of 
all ſuch as have been, or ſhall be Incendiaries, Malignants, or 
evil Inftruments, by hindring the Reformation of Religion, di- 
viding the King from Hs people, or one of the Kingdoms from 
another, or making any faftion or _"_ among ſt _— contr 
to this League and Covenant , that they may be brought to yer 
p lick. trial, and receive condign puniſhment , as the degree of their 
offences. ſhall require or deſerve , or the ſupream 7 udicatories ofjboth 
Kingdoms reSþeftively, or others having power from them for that 
effett,, ſhall judge convenient. 


V. 

And Whereas the happineſs of a bleſſed Peace between theſe 
K _ denied in former times to our progenitors , us by the 
good providence of God granted unto us , hath been lately con< 
cluded and ſetled by both Parliaments : Wwe ſhall each one of us, accor= 
ding to our place and intereſt , endeavor rhut they may remain 
comjoyned in a firm Peace and Union to all poſterity: Ani that 
Faftice may be done upon the wilful eppoſers thereof , in mane 


=» - » —_— wv TW ww . 9 
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ner 


* — 
. a 


_ yer expreſſed in the precedent Articles. 
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| VI. 

We ſoull alfo according to onr places and callings in this com- 
wu canſe of Religion, Liberty and Peace of the Kingdoms, aſſift 
and defend all thoſe that enter into this League and Covenant, in 
the maintaining and purſuing thereof , and: ſhall not ſuffer our 
ſelwes diretly or indireftly by whatſorver combination , perſwaſi- 
on or terror, to be divided and withdraw# from thas Ma Vniow 
and Conjunttion, whether to make defeftion to the contrary part, or 
to give our ſebves toa deteſtable indifferency or neutrality in this 
canſe , which ſo much ooncerneth the glory of Ged, the good of the 
Kingdoms, and the honor of the King ; _ but ſhall all the dayes of 
owr lives. xealouſly 4nd conſtantly comguue therein , ugainſt all lets 
and impediments whatſoever ,, and What Wwe are not able our 
ſelves to ſuppreſs or overcome, we ſoall reveal, and make known, 
that. it may be timely prevented or removed ; All which we foal 
de as in the pght of God. | 


WhenT conſider the matter of theſe ſeveral promiſes to have 
been , by a Parliament, on advice had with an Afſem- 
bly of « ave, Learned, gens Divines, who were to di- 
ſcover. fin, and make men to diſcerne berween good and evil ; I 
cannot btix retain a ſtrong conjecture, that it is all and 
lawful : And when I conſider Hi Late Majefties diſſatisfattion ' 
expreſſed in His Contemplations,, to be more in reſpe of the man- 
xer | thanthe matter, my conjecture is much confirmed : And 
whenT obſerve His Moſt Sacred Majeſty at His'late Coronation, 
to have: by Solemn Oath teſtified His allowance and approbation 
of the Solemn League and Covenant , and by His Royal Decla- 
ration from Dumfirmling, to have profeſſed, That on mature de- 
liberation, and being fally ſatisfied of the lawfulneſs and equity 

the Solemm League and Covenant, and every the Articles 
cof., Himſelf bad. ſworne it ; and conjureth all His Snbjeftt 

to. lay afede their" oppoſtion to it. Loyalry leads my conjecture 
unto a Concluſion : For ſuch. ſerious ſcrutiny by ſo ſage and com- 
ſcientious. perſons , and that under the affliting hand of that God 
( who will not be mocked ) could not but have deſcried the fin- 
of the matzer if tobe found 5 Bur wheaI weigh the par- 


ucty 


The .Faſtning of St, Peters Font, £7" 


ticulars promiſed, and find them to be the Preſervation of Rels- 
gion, and Reformation wherein it is corrupted, and removal of 
what ts thereunto ebſtruftive , asto the religious part of it, and 
the preſervation of the Kings Prerogative , and peoples liberty , 
and XN ations unity, and removal oF the enemies thereof , as to 
the civil partof ir, my conclufionis eſtabliſhed ; and1I find it ſo 
farre from wnlawfsl, that it binds us not to any thing, which in 
the nature of it, is not on us a poſitive duty , though not bound 
by this moſt Sacred Bond, and fo farre is this Covenant from a 
repugnancy to owr baptiſmal Covenant , as our Dr. hath ſugge= *Pagerg 
ſted 1n his * Analyſis, that asT havein my * Analepſos,Noted, ts IPage 336 
no hard matter to reſolve it into the three heads of ohr baptiſmal 
promiſe taught by our Church : For, if 7 muſt believe the Ar- 
ticles of the _ , I muſt preſerve par Doctrine, and reform 
to my power what is corrupt : Jf 1 muſt keep Gods Command; 
< wenrs , I muſt purſue pure Worltly , and Rekgion towards God, 
| and Loyalty, - Love,' and Unity towards men: Andif Jwaſt re- 
wounce the Devil and all his works , T muſt extirpate 4 
and Papal Prelzcy , Superſtition, Herefie, Schiſme, with all in- 
| cendiaries, andevil inſtruments, hinderers of Reformation, And 
| now I ſhall pray Dr. Gand:n will ſhew us wherein rhis Cove- 
nant is ſo vaſtly different from thi Covenant made in baptiſme'; 
| Yer hall eonlider 6avd more the matrer of the Covenant by thoſe 
| ; Rules which reſolve the mitter of an Oath unlawful , and if ir be 


| therein chargeable, I ſhall conſent to the diſcharge of this Holy 
| Bond, - -: 
I | ; AnOarhis (in reference to the matter ofit ) determined aw- 


4 Lefd,i when it 1s #npeceſſury + and about trifles, and that is a 
prophaning of an Oath, yet, willabide a queſtion, whether it 
do not binde ? Hep 

But I preſume , none will be ſo childiſh , as to. ſay or think 
the . Purity. of Religion, Honor and A;thority of the King, Pris 
viledges' of Parliament , creat the Subjeft, and Unity of the 
Kingdoms, ate trifies, thanwinch, ho matters can be more 
weghyand needful to us, as menor Chriſtians : Noris it of a» 
ny forc2to ſay, Theſe were ſecured by Zaws and Profeſſions of 
« lawful and Religions King , whilt theſe did not expel the ſpi- 
rit of Jealouſie, the matter was of that weight, 2s torender an oach 
F 2 Second- 
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' Secondly, An Oathis. =»/awful when the matter of it is im- 
poſſible ; for ad impoſſibile Nemo teneatur ,, whether the impoſ- 
fi ility bein the nature of the ching , or ation converſant about 
tt; but our Solemn League and Covenant is free from any appea- 
rance of ;mpoſſibility in the nature of the things covenanted : 1 
hope the Reformation of Religion, and preſervation of humane 
order, peace, and unity, will be owned zs poſſibilities beyond 
the Learning of an Aſs: Very little ground is there for that 
Scruple which is urged by our Drs. Anonymous friend, That Ex- 
tirpation is the immediate work of God in the h:art, asifit were 
no way a humane Act within menspower, in reference to the ex. 


Corenant.p.7 a_ and profeſſion of a principle or pra&ice in the King- 
- 8. dom, 


$Sam.14-46. 


Nor is there any impoſſibility charge: ble on the {4& , which 
is all along limited unto an endeavor according to owr ſeveral pla-" 
ces and callings : which might metbinks have ſatisfied the ſame 
Queſtioniſts , that though Baniſhment or Death be extirpatins 
Atts, yer they might be out of his place and calling,and other Acts 
didto him peculiarly belong. 

Let it here be noted, that though the Zaw were ( as ſome 
ſuppoſe ) againſt ſomething ſworne in this Covenant, yet this puts 
not a moral. impoſſibility upon the ſime; for that rhe thing 
ſworne may be effe&ed by a meek and humble endeavor in = 
_ callings, to bave that Law voided, and = 
"a And as to what impoſſibility did ſeemto lie upon the exrirpa- 
tion of ſome things in this Covenant ſworne to be extirpated - by . 
rexſon of the Coronation Oath of His late (canſcientiows) Majeſty , 
it was greater in appearance thanin reality: For, the Oath of 
a Prince may be vacated by the impoſſibility put onit by the con- 
trary Oath of the people , though tumultuoufly fiworne , as it was 
in the reſcue of 7onathan from King Sa»/s Oath : I juſtifie not 
nay, I pray Godprevent the +inſurre&zon of the »atzral agai 
the political power ; butT cannot but take notice that God ſome» 
times ſuffersit , and produceth hisown will byir-: as in this caſe, 
andin the caſting off Samwel , and changing the government, 
and amongſt us ( Herreſco referens,) in ſuffering the madneſs ofthe 
people to prevaile againſt Hislate Majeſty, not only to the cons 
cradiction of His Oath, but cutting off His Royal Perſon , = 

| -" 
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ſo clearing the impoſſibility that did appeare between this Cope 
nant, and His Coronation Oath ; andin bringing His Majeſty that 
now is, under the ſame Sacred Bonds, to endeavor 1» Hi; Rojal 
place and calling to effet# the ſame things; Andin this caſe itis 
to beremembred, that the impoſſibility being removed, the Oath 
becomes obliging, and the aft ſworne, a duty. . 

Lec ſuch aspretend an impoſſibility on any part of the Cove- 
nant, becauſe of the prevalency of men, affection of the people, 
countenance of Authority , and thelike , learnto diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the effet# and endeavor; there may bean impoſibility of 
ef, and yet poſlibility of endeavor; and Dr. Sawnderſon con- 
cludes, that the thing once fworne, the covenanter endea- 
vorto make the effe& poſſible ; Indeed we havein the Covenant 
ſworne with very much Caution, not to effef# , but in owr places 
and callings to endeavor ; but chismult not be by a wiſh for pu- 
rity, and then welcome corruption, a conſent to Reformation , 
and then compliance in Superſtition, a faint refuſe! , and then 
free reception of the eſtate to be extirpated : No, it muſt be a 
ſtout and ſtrenuous endexvor with all force and fervor, as Dr, 
Saunderſen in this caſe well noteth , Obligat hoc genus Pura- 


menti non ad effettum , quem ſupponimus eſſe impoſſibilens ſee S1unterſun de 
F041. pr ele, 


gores obiiciuntur difficultates , eo obmixius conandum & fortiari- 3 Set. 4.64. 


ad conatum quamdiu ſuperat pes ulla ; imo quo plures, & ma- 


bus animis obnitendums. 1 wiſh, Sir, that our Soft Covenanters 
Speedy Complyants, and Temporizing Turn-Coats,would ſeriouſly 
ſtudy this leſſon. 

Thirdly, AnOath is in reſpe& of the matter unlawful, when 
it is Supe, and expreſly agunſt Gods Word and Command; 
being ſoinir ſelf, and the nature of the thing, and then the Rule 


muſt be admitted ;, Pata uu turpens canſam continent non ſunt. 


eb/ervands , An Oath muſt not be the Bond of iniquity. 

HereSir, be pleaſed roobſerve, that though I could not con- 
ſenttothe Drs. oppoſition of Trath, 7aftice, Reaſon, Religion , 
and Duty to God or man,as Iron, Adamantine bonds unto the weak 
Withs andCords ofanOath,which is diretly contrary to the nature 
thereof, yet I acknowledge inthem ſucha power as no Oath can 
bindagainſt : - Ifheor any will aſſume and make good the aflum- 
ption, That the matterof the Covenant is of itsſelfand own na 
ture contrary to Trath, 7uitice, Reaſon, Religion , or duty to 

God 


” m_” 
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Subſe&io 2da-+ ,. 


Oxford Reaſons ;- 


rhe:Fiſtnine of 51, Peters Fetters; 


Gadl 454 tan; Ewtill admirthe ſequel, and: condude 5t doth nor 


05{5ge 3 :Bucl haveyer found none that have herein charged it , 
ſome indeedroppoſe to ſome part of the Covenant, an ApoFolical 
rradiriex;, but oo- divine inſtitution or direction toany part 


The unlawfulneſs which I find charg'd 6n the matter” of the 
Covenant, is aſually accidental in ſome circumſtances conyerſanc 
about the 4, ' more than the matter ſworne , and hath been 
produced as a juſt barre to rhe taking of the Covenant , but is in 
vain, now ed to break its bond laid upon vs , as. have be- 
forenoted, KF eaſily grant that the Oarh which'is not-ſworne in 
wah, in juſtice, and m judgement , "is vety prophandly ſworn, 
yet affirm, -it may be ffromgly binding ; and ſohereupon T mighc 
diſcharge this Section as running into the former , but becauſe 
ſimple:men ſeem ftarrled by that anlawfnbreſs of matter in the 
Covenant, whichis ſuggeſted in the Oxford Reaſons, for their 
now-confederacy with the teſt of the Nation, and do commonly 
produce them as the preſent only plex , ro diſcharge the Oath of 
God ;"I ſhall make bold to weigh rheſame; and fee whar more 
frength is in their Scrwples as to the matter promiſed, than wrs 
in reference to the marter aſſerted, and whether an intelligent 


' Gafaiſt would not have eaſily reſolved their donhts , and enlarged 


thar conſciences. | 
The Maſters, Scholars, andother Officers and Members of 
the Univerſity of Oxford, in iheir Apology for not taking the Co- 
venant, urge their Reaſons againſt the ſame, as wnlawful not , in 
the matter it ſelf ſimply conſidered, but by acti4orr, in reſpet 
of- ſome circumſtances atrending theriſelves; and diſcrpaciraring 
chetn untothe AR; and rhey offertheit exceptions pnto the Articles 
ſeverally and diſtinQly. ati Lela 
Unto- the firſt Article they except agzinſt the Preſervation 
"the Reformed Religion ''of the Church of -Sro:and in Do 
ine , - and Worſhip} Niſcpline, © and Goyertment, an 
then againſt the Reformariy: of England in thoſe, partic” 
lars, | | | | 
Unto the firſt they tell ts, They are not ſatisfied how they. 
Can in judgement ſwear to endeaver, topreferve the Religion of an;- 


10 
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' raſhly in ignorance prophaned the 
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To whichI anfwer in General, itis but reaſon they ſufpe 
the A# untillthey can ſweare in judgement ; though ſuch as 
by ſwearingit, muſtin 
fence of its Sacred Obligation inform their judgements, that chey 
mayperformeit, andnotcaſtir off: but what hindreth their 
judgement in this required AR ? 

They urge four obſtructive reaſons - As | 

Firſt, As it dd not concern 5p fo _—p Pry much, fo 
they profeſs they had very little wnder ft andin of. 

9 poet. ab wbencced . ſ 

1. They had ſome underſtanding of the Doftrine, warſhip, 
D(cipline, and Government of the C wrechof Scotland , and that 
liccle mighr ſo farre _ their judgement , as m_ ro 
ſwear the preſervation thereof : I preſume many Citizens have 
little, and bur general notion of the Liberties they ſwear to pre- 
ſerve, yer are judged to ſwear in judgement. - 

2, I & an Univerſity, md Protefkant Univerſity , 
converſing in all Books, ( and] niuſt imagine )) meeting with 
che two Books of the Diſcipline of the Chuxgh of Scortand,their 
Confeſſion of Faith, and Form of Worſhip, enterc-ining School. 
menand Biſhops, thence fled, by reaſon of the ame; and open- 

ning and diſputing ound the fame, ſhonld profeſs they 
had thereof Krtle wnderſtanding ; but it may berthey minded tot 
to ſtudy theſe things. 

3. Some underſtanding inthe Religion of another Kingdom 
was neceſſary to them 3s Chriſtians and Proteſtants , by vertue 
of the Communion of the Church , and ſome, 2s an Univerſity, 
and Proteſtant School of Learning, where che true Religion of 
the Reformed Churches was to be defended, doubts diffolved, 
and errors oppagned and contradicted , and ſome was neceſſary 
to them as Fubjefts, required to ſwear the preſeryation thereof, 
for the injunion conld not bur provoke an enquiry after the 
matter to be» preſerved : I wonder therefore hogr rheſe men 
could profeſs it did not concern them to have mach, who ( if I 
miſtakenot,) ought to know as mach as all che Nation beſides : 
but front what they know, they adde the next Reaſon , 


( 2iz.) | 


In three of the four Specified particulars ( viz, ) Worſhip, 1d Re 
and in the this cxeeption; 


Diſciptine, and Government, it is much worſe . 
fourth, 


- 


1 Reaſon of 
this exception, 


xfon of, 
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fourth, that of Doftrine, net at all better than our own to be r6- 

formed. *k 

L wonder Sir, what account of the Deftrine, worſdip, Diſci- 
pline, and Government of the Church of Scotland was by the oc- 
currents of thoſe unhappy times, brought unto the knowledge 
of the Univerſity of Oxford ? I hope they were more wiſe and 
juſt than to take it from Mr. fobn Muxwel , pretended Biſhop of 
Roſs , *( a manexcommunicated by the Church, and cenſured by 

4 the State of that Kingdom, a proteſſed Enemy, and enraged De- 
linquent , curſing his very Judges ) whom I find about that time 
at Oxford, writing his [[achars Burden, (a moſt railing, re- 
prozchful diſcovery of the Diſcipline of the Church of Scor/and,) 
andthe rather, for that the heat of expeRation and oſtentation of 
many (inreference to that book ) was cooled by a providential 
fire which ſeiz'd on the cu ny, Inq and ba Copies 
ready to be publiſhed the next day, as Mr. Baylie in his Uindicati- 
ons of the Government of that Church (which theſe Gentlemen might 
have met with) doth teſtifie, 

YetSir, had theſe men of reading regarded what more ſober 
andimpartial men h##efaid and written, they would have had 
another Chara&er of this Church : I may not mind them of the 
Apology to the Doftors of Oxford, inthe time of King Zames , 
preferring the Doftrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government f 
Scotland , before that of England ; or of their Philadelphian 
parity, who did not only keep the Doftrine of Salvation pure and 

Biigheman on free from corruption , but doth alſo deliver it in writing, and 
Apecalypſ.3- exerciſe in prattice that ſincere manner of government , whereby 
wen are made partakers of ſalvation , mentioned by Mr. Bright- 

m4z our Countreyman ; they will poſſibly tell us, theſe were 

Separatiſts ( to whom Scotland is no friend) or Pu- 


. ® Magnum hoc Dei mu- ritans ; Yet methinks * Beza may call for a little 


nus quod una & religi- audience and reſpe& from this Learned Aſſembly : and 
onem puram & Suns? be rofl us long ſince, This i the great gift of God,that 


nculum in Scoriam in- Jou have brought into Scotland together pare Religicn, 
Ce ne 0d and ends; which & che band ts bobs fe. che Dur 


obreſtor hecduo ſimul 1e- Ftrine ,, and T heartily pray and beſeech you "for Gods 


pinete, ut uno amiſſo al- "2, } 111 {ft theſe two p. ark and alwayes remens 


- gerum diu prrmanere non ber, that if one be lift, the other cannot lo |; 
evi. ber, tl 3 ng remain : 
Bea Eel rp. Andnoles venerable, Tpreſume, is the Copas Con- 


fel 
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feſſionuw , the 


of Confeſſions of all the reformed Chur- 


ches ; and yettherein they have an account of the Church of Scae- 


land, which mightrender it more a 
 Fof thus itis reported by 
rejoyced in p—_— that brought cheir Confefſi. 
on into his hand: * 7r i the rare priviledge of the 
Church of Scotland before many , in which refpett her 
Bare is even among ſtrangers, that abou! the ſpace 
pin and four years without Schiſme,yea or Herefie, ſhe 
holden faft unity, with purity of Doftrine , the 
greateſt help of this wnity by the mercy of God was, that 
with the Deftrine , the Diſcipline of Chriſt and his A- 
Poſtles , as it ts preſcribed in the Word of God, was by 
little and little together received, and according to that 
Diſcipline ſo near as might be , the whole government 
of the Church Was difpoſed;, the Lord God of his infi- 
nite goodneſs grant unto the Kings Majeſty , and to all 
the Rulers of the Church, that according to the word 
of God they may perpetually keep that unity , and the 
parity of Deftrine, 


ble, and worthy to be 
Collector, who much 


* Eft illud eccleſie Sco” 
ticanz privileginum rarum 
pre. mullis, in quo etham 
Nom:n apud exteres fuir 
ce.cbre, quod circiter . an- 
nos plus minus 54. fine 
Schiſnate ncdum Here- 
f, unitatem cum puritate 
doftrine ( ruaverit & 
retinuerit; hujacs Ki8atie 
adm'niculum ex Dei mi- 
ſericordia maximum fuit 
quod pawlatim cum dg- 
trina , Chriſt && Aps- 
ſtolorum D ſciplins Þj- 
cut ex veirbo Des preſcri« 
pra eff, und fuit recepte, 
& quam proxime fieri po- 
tuit ſecundum eam to um 
eccleſie regimen ſuit ad- 


miniſtratum. Det Dominus D's pro immenſa ſua bon1ate Regia Majeſtattz omnibuſque 
Eccieſiarum guberaatoribus, #t ex Des v0 bs illam nnitatem & Dofirine paritarem perperes 


conſeryuunt. Corpus Confel. p. 6. 


Unto theſe might be added the teſtimony of Arundel , Hut- 


ton, and Matthews , three Engliſh Archibithops, approvi 


the 


Orderof the Church of Scurland; and the joy of King 7ames 


profeſſed in the Aſſembly 1590. Thut He was borne 


be 4 


King of the ſincereſt Church in the world : All which might 
have _—_ to their knowledge a better account : but they look- 


ed not fo 
P times; inwhich1 fear Scorland was not more full 
an Oxford of paſſion and prejuaice. 
3. 


rre back, but take it up by occurrents of thoſe unhap- 
of perplexities, 


Butin what particularsare the DoQrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 


pline, and Government, much worſe than that of E»g/and ? They 


ſhould ſpectfie theſe bad things ; 
confeſs in a Notion of Philotophy 


of an accuſation which mult be pn ar, and 


for generalia non-prungunt ; I 
, or queſtion in Divinity, 
o ſo of a Univerſity is of ſome Authority; but of nongin 


plainh 


prov 


' $4 Reafon'vf 
this exceprion 
referred ro the 
th& Treariſ:- 


chis exception. 


mation. have Juggetjed ,” an 


Eh SeRion of - 


—— 
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- -if:Eng/ands. Doftrine be downſul and deft ivr inveſpett 
of its clckrnaſs and cerrainy ,} or ſophiſticaced by the > 15 5s 
cis and termes of private men , as Mr. Prom wy_p your! R 
gedin his Epiſtte ro the late King, prefixed to his Qxench-coal , 
and as the Miniſtersof —_— Counties in thew Regfons for Refer- 

Mr. Hamilton in his modelt anſwer 
to-Dr. -Peirfon,, hath-cle:rly demonkrared , ir 'wilf be found 'as 
much better. than the Doctrine of the Church of Seortang, ” as 


its Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government, is worfe than that of 


England: Andi hope, if the onebe 24 good ', + though wothing 
better than the other, there canbe no. great Seruple, to ſwear to 


endeavor the preſeryation of ir-; But to proceed, - 


Their third Rexfon is a ſuppoſed conrradiGjon in this firſt Ar 
ticle of the Covenant. This thall be cornfidered under another: 


The fourth Reaſon why they could not fear the-preſervari- 


ah Reaſon of on of the Religion in Scotland, ithis, herein we already find 


ome thingsto our thinking tending towards Syperſtition and Schiſm, 
which call for Reformation. 
-_ Here<ir, they ſeem to ſpecifie what inthe 29 re:ſop they had 
ſuggeſted in general terms : Bur lec ir be obſerved, 

'7. That they find nor in the Church of Scotland any formal 
Seperſtition or $: hiſme , but at the molt ſomerking tend:ng- to- 
wards them. I inn gine many __—_ Maſters will not willingly 
adaut a Reformation, or be denied a preſervation of many things 
g_—_y rending- towards Popery , but not Popery ut 
elf, 
2, Thethings theyfnd , do but to-their thinking ,_ tend to»: 
wards Syper{lition or Schiſm ; hut they have no certainty of it ; 


Muſt conjecture ſtand againſt the Covenantand concluſions of o- 


thers? NMechinks Superſtition and Schiſm ſhould be ſo well known 
tothe Scholars of Oxford,that they might beable to conclude what 
things tend thereunto. 

-.* 3; Whagare the things they find io the Church of Scothand 
which tend. ( in. their thinking) to Superſtition: and! Schifin,F+ 
Theypoint ys.unto the Margine, and there- we find ( viz. ):44: 
agonuming Biſhips Antichnſtian, and: indifferent Ceremevier un 
lawfit; this they reier to Superſtition: And. ' vie.) m'was; 
king their! Diſcipline and; Guvernment a. mark, of the trueChiumch,) 


and 
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and the ſetting . up thereof he eretting of the Throw of Poſts 
Chrift;, a7}. 744. Sang to Schilim, - Sure Sir, they a a 
reatſtrait; that made a ſhift to ſpecifie theſe ſd corruptions ; 
ut yetthey do not tell us, whete they find theſe lid downs the 


Doctrines of the Church of $cot/ardy, whether in their Confeſti- . 


on, -or forrh, of Diſcipline : . Whilſt a their Conteſlion of Faith 
they give unto. general Aſſemblies awrhurity ubonr Cevemonits ; 1 
cannot think they deem indifferent Ceremonies wnlawful , 'not to 
T find that they (as Eng/and hath \'done ) do anywhere mike 
their Diſcipline a part of gheir faich,'- char {o they. tight damn 
Biſhops. a Antichriftian: © 1 find inde td, 'that they niake Diſc 
pline reghrly adminiſtred as #5 freſcribetl in the word of God,the 
note of a true Church , bucthey do not approprite it torheir Di- 
ſcipline and Government, as theſe learned men would hve us 
read it, I know indeed, that the Scorch Divines do account E#- 
giifh Biſbops Antichriliiun, and Engliſh x Popiſh Ceremonies ut- 
lawful , . but they deny them to be different , bu theſe ire ſpe- 
cials, and far from the generals charged on them; nor can theſe 
ſpecials be condemn'd in them, un.ill- Catherwoeds Altarg Da- 
maſcenum , and Mr. Gilleſpies Diſpute againſt the Engli#-Popiſh 
Ceremonies, ( which have paſſed with mach ap CN 
all che Reformed Churches, andI preſume, miffed not Oxferd) Be 
fully anſwered. - | SF 
But wherein lieth the tendency of theſe principles ro $#- 
perſtition and $chiſme , that theſe learned men think of © 'Asto 
their nature they are negative and exclafive , and-F Ueem'a 
denial of any of Gods appointments to be prophanemeſs, not ſhptr- 
ſtition. Tam apt to think Superſtition to be a poſitive itiridvat- 


on and ere&ionof ſome new matter aud attic into the Worſhip | 


of God onmans meer will and invention, wichour Gods inſticu- 
tion, - I remember Mr. Zlake denieth the baptizing of bells,gr the 


Horſe in Huntingrouftire ,, to be Superſtition, anddaftines pts a 


pro miſapphcation of Gods Ordinance:: How theh the &x- 
aa neglec,..or prophane eſteem of Fy/H»þs ard pn 
Str 'the 


- can tend to Superſtition, 1 conte(sT ſee nor. © Thirik you 


Learned men-of O+#ford-did deem Biſhops art indifferent Ecrgme- 
»ies tO be fuch unmediate nſticutions andefferetatpiarts of Iffvthe 
worſhip, that they think a prophane contempe of RF Hiht 
tend by excluſion thereof, to make way for ſome n——_ in 

, 2 racer 


Corpus Confi/F, 


Coxf. Scot. Art. 


20.0. 1203121» 
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their room ; thenLalſo will think they. red rowards Superſtition, 
but muſt chink they are not. indifferent, | 

I wiſh Sir, . they have not miſtaken the Scorch notion of a 
true Charch, which is oppoſed as well toa corrapt , as falſely 


_ . conſtituted Church, 'the Afagdebargencer do ſo oppoſe it in the 
-- oy vety ſame caſe , Utra. twins ecclefia ,* &c... For, a trueCharth, 


as it retains pure Dottrime, [0 alſo it keeps ſymplicity of Ceremo- 
nies, but an itical Church for the meſt part, changeth the 
Ceremonies inſtituted by-God , and multiplicth its cv\n traditions. 
And Biſhop Halls Vere and vera Eeckha, is nofſtranger at Ox- 
ford; andifthen Scar/and -(concluding her Government tobe ac- 
cording to the Word of God ) ſhovld ſay, De ſpecie, It #4 the 
fgn of 4 t-ne (that ts, a pure) Church beſt»Refo med, becauſe 
T erefting of the T hrene of Chriſt, doth it not tend more to 
provoke Reformation of Churches truly conſticured but not com- 
pleated, than'to ſtirre yp-Schiſm ? - For they donor, norever did 
deny communion with Churches herein defective, and und:r mate. 
adminiſtration of Diſcipline and Government. 
Weſee Sir, verylittle ground to ſtumble at the preſervation 
of the Docrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline;- and Government of the 
Church of Scorland;; let ustry the ag of their exceptions 4- 
gainſt cheendeavor of the Reformatian otcheſein the Kingdom of 
SubſeQio rer- England: And to this they tell us, 
Oxford exce- They axe net. ſatisfied how they can ſwear to endeavor the 
:0ns te R.- » Refer maricn. of Religion in Deftrine , Worſhip , Diſcipline , and 
rmation of Government ; which without making a change therein, cannot be 
England. dome. For this they urge three grounds of reaſons, which ſeem to. 
be of weight. | 
"ERIN lex ms whereof, IP py | 
x Reajcn Without grving manifeſt ſcandal to the Papiſt and Separ ati 
chis exception. - T7, Gelding the ,aomy which our godly pe" —_—_ af 
aud all onr learned Divines ( ever ſince the Reformaticn ) have 
both by their writings and Sufferings, maintained; 'who have Ju- 
fiified againſt them both the Religion eftabliſted in the Chureh of En- 
, to be agreeable to the Word of Ged. 
2. falling the Papiſts reproach and ſcorne we know not 
where to flay what is onr Religion,: and that it is 4 Parliamenta- 
v3 Religion, | 


3- 4 


The Fofving of '5h, Pricts Fentivi, 
' | $71: tacice achnowledgrivent, that: there” is ſamaching both 
in Dottrine. and Worſpip ( whereunto their conformity hath been 
required) not agreeable to the ford of God, and ſo juſtifying the re« 
caſancy of the.one, ana fepar ation of, the ather. . 


4. Ani Confefſirn that the laws and d panomencs of 
Papifts for net joyning in that form of Worſtip, which our ſelves 


as well as they ) do mot approve of were unjuſt. 
. A ny and eee exception [ To which, Sir, I 


lay, | 
p 1. Thatitis well, Scand? zz at length: become an enc 
of any force: Hadi been regarded when rightly pleaded by the 
Nonconformifts (enemies to ſeparation, as well as Popery) there 
might not have been a Solemn- League and Covenant to conſtrain 
its plea ina caſe wherein (under correQion ) it ſeems to have 
loſt its force; For if, Sir, we have through ignorance praQtiſed, 
or wiltulneſs perſiſtedin any ſinful Supertaions conrſe, concer- * 
ning which we have been admoniſhed by fome , and declined by 
others, and yet being armed with power did conſtraina compli- 
ance withus, fo thit a Receſſion trom the fame muſt be our 
ſhame, and their ſcandal tro whom .we would not hearken : : I 
hope we muſt not ,, for fear thereof, go onin ſin, and refuſe ſo 
muchas to endeavor 4 Reformation: If in this. caſe ſcandal had 
been of any force,, how, or when had Proteſtans Religion been 
effected þ ho had burnedfor Hereticks , all = were 
but fuſpedhed of inclining toir > Were not the Papiſts then as 
much and more ſcandalized as now > Is Scandal of any more 
force in the following degrees of Reformation , than in the firſt 
aR'thereof? Though ir isa ſtopto fin, and ſtay of violence in 
impoſin —_— muſt it be of any ſtrength co barre 
duty int yors of Retormation? I believe Sir, profeſſors 
of Phyſick and Chyrurgery, will not conſent ill humorsr6 go un- 
, or feltred, incurable members uncut. off,, becauſe ſome 
Pf be feandalized, thac their advice was got ſooner minded, and 
others at the paſt, real, and now-ſeeming cruelty aRed by the pre- 
ſent change. 

_ is tome ſtrange, to ſee. Papiſts and Ggaueis CONn= 
joyned asobjets of the ſame ſcandal; I am fure the reaſon and 
ground muſt be directly contrary ; Centinmence of corruption to 
theone, and. Remaval thereot. to the other; the Separariſt. ig 


She Ffning of. Sh. Hotelh Thee 


offended'thactbere werel6 mary Fopiſh Geremomes rttained, and 
that fd Jong, wiien by hum too "reſiſted s \ The Papift that 
there were 10 few,, and.likely to be gone jo. ſoon : Buc | pre- 
ſame, they are ſuppoſed'5n a/iqwo rertio: Camperere ,..tO agree: in 
ſome other capacity ;. \The things are tow-h0- be Reformed , 
forinon-obfervance WULNRGY were"bagh afticted 3 andchen 
fr, 

3. The Scandal ſerms to. be.a meer facylpriaging from a 
fallcy; in theſe words, The Religion eſtabliſhed in the Church. of 
England, which theſe ſerious Caſuifts: {. purh ceyerehce may 1 
noce-it Y do to me feem ſophiſticalty inn Tence. 
ferent from the words of the Covenane, apbich dretheſe, The Re 
formation of Religion int the King dow of Etighniti Diftrine ,"yor- 
top, [= 70 dew ag ns | 

therefore be obſerved, that Religionasit denoteth the 

—_— ſtencil -Parts,. and eſſential form of 'divine Worſhip, 
isdiffexenr from the Circrnorftances, Order; afd' Ceremonies ar- 
nexedihereumo,, and only as appendarits thereof deemed Ret 

Plous , which-are converſant about, and ſeparable from Religion, 

ablero-alterationas the prudence of men diret; and none 
bur ignorant Idiors will deem the change” of thema- cha 
rt} for theſeare Dag in the Reformed Churches, w 
yet, I hopethe -Cmnver 77 Oxford will own-to be of the aw 
boy Religion with the Church of England , agreeing inthe 
famb faith, rl - not ſubſcribing the ſane formal Arrticles-, 
adminiſtring the /ame worſhip, though not inthe ſzepve order, and 
withthe ſamvr Ceremonies. 

Apain Sir, we muſt diftinguiſh betweetr what is hablibed, 
and what is Txereiſed' intheKingdom of Zng/and; Though we 
donor juſtifie, nay, believea neceffity of Reformation in many 

rin the Doftrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government 
eftabliſhed; yar'we knowinall thefe particalzrs, many groſs and 
abſurd roeryprions firovgh rotghrin, and coorirued by a ſfirong'kand,, 
were exerciſed in the "Kingdom of Entland, and that-1n rete. 
rence to all theſe ——_ no For Þ agree Jo *$ that arr 
cular confeſſion api hce 'was me table for 
—_ men,” and + Ly Church , That Chr) ko - maſt 
have Altars, apt bow to't * us rowards Gods merey«ſeat ," "Wn 
vhe place of OBH/6s BF Feud Prifente on earth; Flnr Fr Jeri 


YM 


Tha Ziftnine: of $8. Dotdiers Fafers, 
nub bie paſſion ave oferhl 0" or 4 Subrifice' bt he $49 atnint' 6 
ther Altar t— That Crnucifixes , Tmapes, and Piltares of Chri 4 
God; and. Saints, may be lawfully and profitably uſed and ſer up 
in Churches : That the Pope or Papacy 1s not Antichriſt: That 
there ure Canmicat: houres of prayer Which ought to. be obſerved : 
That: Churthes, Alttrs, Chatites,c and Church-yards ,. ought t6 
be conſecrated:: That men had free-will of themſelves to believe 
and repent 1 That men might totally and finally fall from grace : 
That Sunday 1s no Sabbath: That Biſhops have a Superiorit 
of Order and Pnrifauttion above other Miniſters , and that h 
Divine Right :- ' Nor can there be a rrge Church, where there 
art not” (welv Biſtops © Theſe and many fuchlike (it js yer well 
known-/)-- were: pubhickly preached by 7ountague , Coxens , 
Pocklingron, Shelfird, Dowe, Reeves, Adams, an others, and 
the Preachers defended even in the Univerficy from cenſure for 
them ; nay, theſewere Printed in feyeril Books of the ſame Au- 
thors., licenfed aridaYHowed by the Archbiſhop and his Chaplains, 
4nd 'm* ny: of -rhem (afſerred in the wiffrariin Articles of ſome 
Biſhops, and'yet were not eſtabliſhed in the Church of Z»gland. 
Asin Doftrme, fo in worſhip, many corruptions were innova- 
red and exerciſed : As, Bowing at the Name of feſma: The 
twvning Communion-T ables into Altars ,. or Altarwiſe, and Rail- 
ing thew in, finmſping them with Candletticks and T apers : Ty- 
ing the Goipel, the bleſſing, and other parts of the publick, ſer- 
vice to that place encloſed, and _—_ to. theſe Altars: The 
making Crucifixes' and Campies , pb wrer of God, Chriſt, the 
Holy Ghoft,, Virgin Ffary, and other Samts in onr Church-win- 
dows © Conſeeration of Churches, Fonrs,. Bells, and. thie like : 
All which, andmany furh; were firſt innoyare@ to the” Chappel 
xt Lambeth, and ferrite oyerro whit-Hall, and fo bros (ba 
ted:toall Cathedral, and almoſtall-Parifh Churches , and yet were 
not eſtabliſhed by Law', rhoughenforced by rhe corruption of 
Diſcipline” in = Otfratror _— oy Pre , Biſhop 
Montagne , Biſhop! Peirey., Bifhop Lindſey, and Bi Skin- 
ner; 6 wn ELF Diocefſts, La by 7 dec 
ſuſpenſion, excommunication, and igpriſonment., . and High 
Commiſſion:vexation of 'Mr: Chaxprey Vicar, and Mr.. Parkgr 
avinbabicant of 7yare; Mr. Parrb/ of Cotchefdy, aid many 0- 
therrs-Nar was Crermment dny more pare, if we” c0 ro 
win W 
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how it was exeraſed in the High Commiſſion, and Star-Chany 
ber, withall rigor, cruelty, and injuſtice, and in U5/irations » 
Citations, Probate of wills, Letters of Adminiſtration and Ex» 
communication in the name, and under thc Seal of the Biſh 
theniſelves, never authorized thereunto : Al which were evi- 
dently needful to be reformed , as having been { publickly exer- 
ciſed, and potently defended, and might well enforce a covenan- 
ted endeavor to reform Religion in the Kingdom of . E- 

land. | 
Y I well know Sir, that_the change of Keligion makes a great 
found in the world , eſpecially if effablybed : I cannot be inſen- 
ſible of the noiſe made by it againſt our firf Reformation, and 
muſt expeR the Ecchoto follow all after-atts and. deprees thereof, 
for all changesare ſcandalows , and many very . mY 
therefore theſe Maſters and Scholars of Oxford rationally 
conceive the Covenant to bind them to endeavor & change of Re- 
ligion in the ſubſtance, matter, and eſſential parts and form there- 
f . thenI muſt confeſs their exception is very important , for we 
.cannot deny that our Biſhops, Martyrs, und Learned Divines, 
have by Suffering and — teſtified it to have been agreeable 
to the yyord of God: Andthat to reſolve that into the power 
and ple ſure of a Parliament ( who may dire and authorize the 
profeſſion , . but not preſcribe the matter or form ) were to make 
it 4 Parliamentary Religion ,, and the change thereof muſt needs 
condemn our Laws, andthe puniſhment of Papiſts not jcyning 
with #« as unjuſt, and ſo juſtifie Papiſt and Separatiſt, the one 
in his recuſancy, and the other in hu ſeparation. 

But Sir, when I conſider the Religion of Scotland to be pre- 
ſerved as the concomitant and provocation, the zyord of God to 
bethe Rule; .and the beſt Reformed Churches ( profeſling the 
ſame ſubſtantial Religion, though differingin adminiſtration and 
order ) propounded as the pattern; I ſeenot how righe rexſon 
can render any ſuch ſence of it; and the rather , for that Refor- 
mation , © not alteration of Religion, is the formal a& which 
preſuppoſeth the contimntion of the ſubje& about which it is con- 
ver 

Bur Sir, 'if they (as they needs muſt) by Religion under- 
ſtand the order and annexed Ceremonies appendant to Religion , 
whether eſtabliſhed, as was the Croſs in Baptiſme , holineſs of 


es , 
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and arder of the Litmrgy . and the bke ; or only exrci- 
3 px pre nu fn pHnEs ry 
no , nor the reaſon any thing worth , $ change can 
edu ch candal , as is adage, For, we deny them to have 
been teſtified by wr. Biſhops, Martyrs , ad learned men, by 


ny other Martyrs, by laying down their Biſbepricks,, and other 
Eatriogs jy teſtifed againſ} them, and Mr. 
Cartwright,” Baines, and many Devonſbire , Cornwal , and Lin- 
colyſh;re Miniſters, and others , ever ſince the Reformation by 
Writing, Petition,” Remonſttance, Apology , and Sufferings 
_ts have teſtified againſt nor only the corraptions exerciſed ( a- 
gainſt which our Fewel, Falk, . Wiwtaker , Archbiſhop Parker, 
Dr. #ard, Dr, Brownrigge, Dr. Bancroft, and all found and 
learned Divines , not devoted to return to Rome, haye written ) 
bur even the very Order and Ceremonies ING , as being nor 
agreeable to the Word of Ged: Andif theſe learned Gentlemen 
had pleiſed- to obſerve the Viftation and High Commiſſion pro 
ceedings, they might have found Pry, Burton, Baſtwich, Laytes, 
Workman, Langley, Hind, Nichols, Ball,and many others (known 
learned men.) who were ſilenced , ſuſpended , impriſoned, ſtig- 
matized, and in much Sufferings teſtified, theſe appendants co 
our Religion, whether eſtabliſhed vr exerciſed, to be no way a+ 
greeable to the-Wordof God. and 1 know .not whom they can 
mention as a Martyr for them , unleſs it be Zawvde the 
late Archbiſbop, the grand Innovator of our Church, 
2. If therefore our Religion be by Papiſts or Prelates re- 
as 4 Per liaxenta'y- Religion, we will rejoyce invur re- 
proach, aud bteſs God we had a/Parlament that had zeal to. im- 
prove their power abour choſe things that were properly ſubje& 
f v 


3. Nor can this Reformation jafofie the reeaſancy of - che 

| as om becauſe theſe chings never became x Reaſon for their re» 

euſqncy , further thanthey occaſioned their obduracy by. aſſuring 

theit hopes of Z»glands return to them Fn _— 
0 
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of the Separatiſts, for that the ——— eſtabliſhed were ne- 


yer made ſuck eſſential parts'of worſhip, as to make a ſufficient 
Witneſs Cart- ground for ſeparation,”* The Maſters and Scholars of Oxfird can- 
wrights de- not have been ſo htle obſeryane, asnor'to know that” the ſober , 
fence of the — 2ealous Now-coformfts who groanedunder-the burden of theſe 
Chucch-ler- corruprions, '-and'for this Aalaagion were grieved by , "and 
V.CC, _— a . Top , 4 
* Mr.Geree his greatly conitenideddgainſtthe *: Separation -. Wo chat whic was 
V:n1icie ce without ſufficient ground; . yet like Jeſus Chriſt thar Maſter , 
fie Anglicans, kept Communion-with a; Church , © whoſe Doctrine and Wor- 
ſhewing neceſ= g1o was very" much in need of Reformation, and raughe men 
ry ofreforma” to dot granting. 'F het War Jortething in the Dottrine” and 

2 pas. G 5 | | 

ration. And Forſvip of the Church -of England mit agreeable ro the yyurd of 
Mr. Ballstwo God, and Yet not enough to lay a ground for ſepara” 
Books againſt r;qn, $ 44117 Day 3999 | 
C186. - 4+ | Much leſs doth this endeavor judge the Laps againſt , 

and puniſhment of "Pupift as unjuſt which never had theſ: pic- - 

ces of Religion for their ground ar reaſon. 

You ſee Sir, thar-the firſt ground of theſe learned mens dif- 
ſatisfacion,as to the covenanted endeavor of Reformation of Reli- 
gion in England, in Doftrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Govern- 
ment , .is clearly groundleſs, ſuppoſing a change, ahd ſuggeſting 
a ſcandalnot to be ſappeſed : Let ustry the -ſtrength of their ſe- 
cond reaſon for t his exception : - And that is, 

2. Reaſon for T hey conld nct-covenant this Reformation without Wrong to 
this exception. themſelves, their confciences, repmation, and eſtates ,- in bearing 
| falſe witneſs againſt themſelves , and ſundry-other Wayes ſmea- 
ring to endeavor to reform that as corrupt 'and wvitions', \ which 
they had by: their perſonal ſubſcription approved as ugreeuble ro 
the Word-of God, and for which they had nor been' condemned 
of their own hearts, nor-convinced by their brethren thas therein they 

did ami(s. 

ny they ar+in conſcience perſwaded,' were not againſt the 
Word of God as they ſtand eftabliſhed by law. ' +, + 
*  '$:'7p ich they believe to be 34 ſundry reffetts much better, - mori 
agreeable to the word of God, and prattice of the Catholick Church 
than that tobe p__ in Scotland. a4 £19 
nn” Fa 'To Which all Clerks admitted to any Benefice, art required 
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| Totheſe reaſons Sir,l ſhould have anſwered, ' 

r. Credit isindeed a matterof concernmenc , - and Repata- 
tio is ro be rcp rded , andour Eftate by all juſt, prudent means 
duely preſerved ;. but they are not equivalent to the parity of 
Golgel adminiſtrations, nor muſt be admitted barres to duty , or 
=p from the endeayor of a neceſſary Reformation when called 

r, WIT 

2. Weare at a loſs to underſtand their terms; the eftabliſh- 
ment by Law is not expreſſed in the Covenant ; and many cor- 
ruptions we have noted, were exerciſed, not eſtabliſhed : The 
endeavor of a Reformation of them ( though not them only ) 
was, and is required; and itis very doubtful: how or where to 
find and prove an eſtabliſhment by law , to which they ſo much 
cleave ; yetT hope the defe& in proof thereof, will be no jult de- 
murre to the endeavor of a Reformation of what is really v;- 
owe, and corrupt , whether eſtabliſhed, or only exer- 
G 23-4 

We mult alſo intreat a comment on theſe words, the praftice 
of the Catholick, Church, It is well known, that Rowe doth en- 
grok and monopolize this Epithite : nor c»n the wor bip , Do- 
Arine, and Diſcipline of the Church of England 2dmic it to be 
predicated of any fo well as that, for all reformed. Churches do 
intheir price differ ( and I preume it will be hard to proye 
the pncment of the Primitive Churches ) in theſe particulars, 
which were firſt derived from Apoſtate Rowe, and haveever ſince 
continned as the dregs of their Catholick praRtices , not more to 
the grief of the Reformed Churches abro2d, and Nor-conformiſts 
at home, then joy and exulcation of the children of that Church, as 
a plain evidence of their continued poſſeſſion, and encouragement 
to expe and enderwor a full recoyery of England into her boſom; 
But as to their Agrument , 

3. The Doftrine, worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government 
wight be vitions ,and corrupt , notwithſtanding their apprehex- 
ſion and aſſent to the contrary, or the ſubſcription of others re- 
quired by the Law. We well know, that the Reformation of the 


Churchin England, was begun on more * Political than pious *Hewy the $:h 


principles ; which did eaſily conſent to aretaining of what (was 


jultly diſcharged inother Reformed Churches , - embracing: the **he Pope. 
adminiſtration of the Goſpel inits ſimplicity, for the ſake 'of bs 4 
H 2 aak 
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naked ſelf ). might conſiftwithrhole Poſrick erids which did = 
hath aged egant pps thi af. anda noe er ma. 

inſt 'piery-unto this ; and tsnotyet ma- 
eved "and Hreakanne,>ebe Schakive amd Maltery of Oxfard' will 
not plead. an iramuniry from policy , paflion- , and prejudice, 
when they are to paſs judgement againſt their credits , repurati- 
on, and eſtates, asinthecaſe of this Covenant , they, appre- 
hen they were todo; andithat theſe principles wilt provoke us 
to yield our own, and exaQ from others an affent to things « 
agreeable to the Word of God, which -in themſelves are vitiows 
and corrupt , no- ſerious man or Chriſhan can or will deny :" It 
is wellif we tind this Reafen/ſtated under a more cautious, vigilance, 
and pious frame of ſpirit. , 
4. But I muſt confeſs, I wondernor fo much to hear theſe 
Gentlemen to: profels They had by their perſonal ſubſcription ap- 
. proved the Doftrine, worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of the 


Church of England as agreeable to the wird of Ged , which” 


might be ana of raſhneſs, an effe& of ignorarce, an. event of 
ſome diſtreſſed condition, or diſfiemper of mind, fear of toſing, 
or hope of gaining preferment, as to hear them fay, That this was 
engoyned by Law te them, and all that were admuted to benefices : 
That the :DeFrine of the Chureh was to be [erred wnre, 1 grant 
is by Zaw efablitzd; but the.2ffent ro 0r/oip, Diſcipline, and 
Government, Lobſerve, not tobe enjoyned hy any full and for. 
mal Law : I find:indeed, ſomerhing relating ro Difapline in the 
ordering .of Deacons: and Priefts , Biſhops and Archbiſhips , and. 
the Churches power about traditions, and Rites, cr Ceremenics, 
inſerted imo 29. Articles but how, or by what Law t 
13.£141%, are <ſiablifhed, I knownot : TheStatnte requiring: Miniſters al- 
ſent, doth not ſpecifie the Articles particularly, and the general 
Note whereby to know them laid down in the Stature , is this , 
Articles of Religion, which ON LT concern the Confeſſion of the 
true Chriſtian. Fanh and Doftrine of the Sacraments: This 
particle ONLY, is, in my judgement, excluſive to Diſcipline 
and Government, and howtheſecamejnto the: Articles, I know 
not. x only I find the Epiſtle to- His late Majeſty, before the 


* A Book lup- oal ,, to charge corruption and to have been 
ape ay about theſe Articles, and earneſtly 1 juſtice again 


by Mr. ilian the Forgeesand Obrryders thereof; and unilt the Fegaſity of he 


Prom, . Canons 
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Canons of 1603.and ſence thereof be clearlyaſſert 


Land fully vindi- - 
cad from the —_— againſt chem, we muſt * Neceſliry for 


de at alols for their efabh/ament ; for if the King had not authority 


by yertue of the Srature prerended,or the matter of them be repag-"" $657>58>59 


nant to ſtanding Statues , as is luggeſted , the eftebiiſowent of 
er + Diſcipline, and Government by law , rauſt abide very 
dou  . but. rhe Univerſicy of Oxford might make a Law 
unto themſelves , to which theſe Gentlemen might referre : 
But 


5. Whether eft«blied or exerciſed, Ithink it very ſtrange 
t0 ſee theſe learned men 0n ferious thoughts to profeſs their own 
hearts did not condenon them ,, nov had their brethren convinced 
their judgements they hed' done awiſe, by their perſonal ſubſcri- 
prion to approve the Dottrixe. ,” Worſhip , Diſcipline , and Ge 
wernment of the Church of England to be agreeable to the 
ward of G OD; but that thereof they were Fill per» 
waded. | 
p Sir, what effe& had been wrought on their conſgences, I can- 
notrell : I wilthopz they were not. /ea7rd , or ſhut npby a reſolu- 
tion of wor- rſwafes to: the contrary ; yet had I been amongſt 
them ( with ſubmiſſion) I mult have expoſtulated with them, and 


enquire 


Prayer, and form in the ſaid Book, preſcribed in publick, prayer, b 
and NONE —_—$y Did none of theſe Maſters wk b 


Wheiber they had nox fubſcribed, to the. uſe of | the Common Enjoyned to 


pray in Se. Maryes in Oxford, and.other Churches, before and f* before be 
after their Sermons > Were nor ſuch prayers. pablick, prayer? Did 009m i 


whey. at, ſuch -times uſe the Commer Prayer * If not, did not 1603.Ca.36, 


thetr conſciences mind them of their /»6/cribed promiſe ſolemaly 
made in entring on ſo holy a calling? Arenot NONE OTHER, 
words as fully exchaſive of their own forms excemporary or pre- 
meditate, as can be exprefled> Admit we this Commen Prayer 
to belawfal,' yea negeddary, is not this exclufive ſubſcription. a 
plain limitdtion of the Spiric,; xezeRion of che git of prayer, and 
robbiagthe Chupch of Miniſterial parts unto prayer , as well as 
As catioacthereot > Did. Chriſt, - when he 
feribed 


pre- 
molt perfect prayer, tye his'Diſcples to.uſe that and 
None. other'7 Can any eunmalip-relgions man, ſubſcribe this 
to the, Word. of God, 


promiſe , and approveit to be- agreeable . 
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and ftand*perſwaded' it is not contrary "thereunts 2”: 7 
!' -Secdniy, 15 4t ' agreeable to the” Word of God to affix 
a ſenterice 6f mans conception and framing 'to divine ſervice, and 
denominateit a ſentence 'of Scripture # In the Rubrick of the 
Common Prayer, thePrieſt is appointed to read one of theſe ſer- 
terices of -Scriptre which follow: , The very. firſt of which, is; 
At what time ſoeuer a finer vepenteth him of | his fin from the 
bottoms of "hus heart , 1 will put all bus wickedneſs ont of my ve« 
membrance, ſaith the Lord; the which is referred in the Mar- 
| Site (25 are the following ſentences to their places ) unto Zzek. 
As Dr "2" r8. 21,22 "( toſaynothing of the effe&, rough accidental of this 
in hi Erle qappoledSeripture) how many have been deveved , rally bel 
eurgy- p-t» Vitgirto be a ſentenceof Ecripture ," when it is not found in all 
che Bible > Methinks theſe meri ſhould have obſerved how our 
late Maſters had corrected this groſs and obvions fault in the Scotch 
Liturgy, before they had thus confidently told the world , They 
were perſwaded there is nothing in the worſhip of England , which is 
not agreeable to the word of God. | 
"\ *Thirdly, In the Worſhip of England much of Cane 
nical Scriptare i omitted, and never to. be read (a fault com- 
Vid:. The plained of by the firſt Compilers of the Common-Prayer-Book ) 
Preface of it- and much of the 4 ocrypha,vain ,falſe;and ridiculons, is appointed 
. to be publickly read;- rhe great Bible-Tranſlation of the Pſalms,js 
bag thruſt our, and a moſt corrupt Trenflation of them, »wirting ſome 
| ng * wholeſencences, adding whole verſes; and falſly tranſlating ma- 
Pfa-14, .ny places and Fexts, is affixed unto the .Common-Prayer-Book , 
Pla.r0g-238- andmadepart of ir: Some part of Scripture is dignified above 
'*, *-  etherparts thereof, the Gefhel muſt be honored wich the ffax- 
ding up of the people , the Epiſtle (' noway differentin'the mat- 
ter, Chriſt cred but only in the name and manner” of Reye- 
tation from the Goſpel ) 'is lighted « Will the Gentlemen of 
Oxford fy this is agreeable to the Word of God? They muſt 
roveir, for we'ſhall not believe them; and the rather, for-rhat 
this roſs abuſe 1s palliated by this falſe profeſſion in the preface 
to this*Book ,” That nothing is ordained to be read , but the pure 
Word of God, the holy $criptares, or that which 4s tvidently groun- 
IR ded thereupon; and the rather, for that we find the Common-Prayer- 
| Fide The 8: Bookcondemnned in eſpe oftheſe particulars) by Dr.Spark, to 
Service-bovk. mexd Son of the Chureh. | 
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. Fourthly ,, Will theſe Maſters 'and Scholars ſtand per- 
faded , that the extraordinary Solemn Worſhip appointed by the 
Common-Prayer-Book x»to holy. dayes and their Eves, isapree» 
able to the Word of God, whercinevery particular boly-day 
xsgifln&-and particular Collett 5; piles, and Goipelr', as its 
Solemn Service appointed : / not to anfiit on the ſuppoled influence 
of that reputed lanRity on the. Six or Seven dayes follewing, di- 
recting the ſame ſeryice to be impertinently continued , as in the 
Feaſt of the Nativity, Eafter, Whitſuntide, Aſcenſion, and 0- 
thers; nor the 4-mwarranteble prebeminence given to: ſome: parts 
| of Scripture above others;; - or the: irrational denomination - of 
ſome Propherical and Hiſtorical portions of Scripture EpiſHes 
all which-are well urged by many Non-conformiſts, 1 woulden- 
-quire, what paxt of. Sacred Wnt ſtamps Sanctiry on Wedneſday 
and Friday, more thanthe other four days of the week ,: and 
ſersrhem into a parity: with Szndey (to recxin their Diale& ) thar 
the ſame more Solemn ſervice ſhall be read on thoſe dayes, as on 
that d:y2 By whatScripture-warrant , mediate or immediate , 
are other dayes, beſides che Lords day, made holy, or ſancified 
ig honor of the Saints, fo asintheir nature to interdi& mens 
[;bour in their lawtul calling, engage men to the-exerciſes of Re- 
1:;gion.zs oft as they re:urn, _and become. Subje&s of that 'So-- 
temn Service, whuch may. not on other dayes be:offered unto 
God? Is not a Religious owning, and obſervation of forme time, 
as ( not appointed by che God.ot our time, whoſe ſole Preroga- 
tive itisto make it ) Solemn and Holy time, to be Reli ouſly 
employed, a plain and formal Superſtition repugnarit. to Goſpel- 
Rules?. Gal. 4. 10, Coloff.:2..:16. I am not ignorant that 
\ ſome holy-dayes bave been of ancient and univerſal obſervati- 
ez in theChurch , and bave hid claim to Apeſtulical tradition ; 
and occiſioned much concroyertie inthe Church, but I ſtand un- 
{.cjsfied jn their.inſttution-: |, I deny:not che juſt authority of the 
Church or, Chriſtian Magiſtrate over ouritime ; +but I think there 
isa vaſt difference berweentimeas the /abje#, ahdas the adjantt 
of Religion, . God only can make irthefixit; - bymane authority 
may appoint holy Fafting, and holy Feaſting. ( thoſe tranſient 
as of Worlhip dependanron,, and lublervient unco Gods d 
' Fenſations- of providence to hus people )) and fo may determine 
( the ſecond ) rime (like the dayes of Purim ) as a — 
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 ceflitating every day to be : The Nativity, Circumciſion, 
Paſſion, Reſurrection, and of ourLord and Sayjonr, 
.ave all m 1es or warrers of-reverence , eltecn, and admra- 
tion tothe Church, .to be duly and diſtintly conſidered ,- yet 
{ under correQon of better judgements ) the ſevers] holy doys 
appointed to the memorial them, 45in my thoughts no {eſs ir- 
rational chan irreligious : Ifay 4rrationa/;, becauſe though'ſome 
of them be grear Myſteries , yet they are not fimply and in 
themſclves mercies to the Church , but as they relate unto, and 
center in the work of Mans Redemption , to which they do re- 
hate as ſeveral diſtin& aRs of thac compleat and individual Blef- 
rar and right reaſon doth dire& commemoration of 
all the parcs in the merges by them-perfeted and compleated. 7r. 
religions it ſeems to me, as withour any divine Warrant, nay re- 
dundant to Gods own inſtitution, who hath appointed the firſt 
day of the week as the day for the commemoration of the worlds 
Reſtitution by mans Redemprion : If this be the - cauſe of the 
changeof the Sabbath ( as we have beencommonly taught) doth 
itnotſupetſade the appointment of the Church> God doth not 
mediately , what he doth immediately ; or by - Commiſſion , 
what is done in bis own perſon, Twell know, fomein their Con- 
| fer holy-dayet , make the Subbath © ble at the Chur- 
ches pleaſure ; and if theſe ſeveral a&ts of Redemption be com- 
memorated in their -diſtin&t holy-dayes , I fee not how we 
can avoid' a rerurn to the Jews Sabbath , for the fourth 'com- 
mand muſt needs be moral ; and this method takes away the 
reaſon of the alteration of the day. NowSir, ifthe holy Jayes 
the foundation, . be Superſticious, ſure Oxford will not fay the Su- 
= rI; or Solemn, Special ſervice, is agreeable to the Word 
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Fifthly, Again Sir, will the Maſters and Scholars 'of Oxford 
ſay, the very order and method of the Common-Prayer ts agree- 
able to the Word of God? How do they ground their pertwa- 
fionconcerning the Verſicles , Popmlar Refponds, Imtermixtures, 
Abbreviations ,- Abruptions , and ftops , and preſent poſtings on 
apain, with a Ler «« pray , when nothing but prayer is in hand, 
that. they are agreeable to the Word of God? Ioblervethe firlt 5, 4, he very 
Compilers of this Book , toleavea blot on this method, yr Papiſts, Anti- 
king away many Verſes, RefJonds , Anthems, and the like , phon<-re/ponſe- 
which did interrupt the duty of reading the Scriptures together ,-""" __-p-4 
and that for this very reaſon, but 4 quatenns ad one valet conſe- ju neu widew.: 
quentia: The number is not only to be abated, bur all things tur neceſſaria ; 
of | r— nature , a tro,and - pun with the Solemn, _—_— _ 
and ferious, entire performance 0 particular A& or Duty *7/*# p14 v 
of Religion, oughtto be aboliſhed - Doth the Word of God © ar 4 pong 
allow mate ſervice, or private devotion in the 'publick Aſſem-:.*, ny mot AA 
bly> What warrant is { wa in the publick ſervice of the Church Yerpeulos,re- 
for a ſilent ſpace- of time, that the ſecret prayers of the peo-/[ponſaria & £a- 
ple may be ſent to heaven , as is direRed ar the Ordination 77% _—— 
and Conſecration of Prieſts and Biſhops? The .reaſonjthere- eſt encrien le« 
indeclired, is, That eſwe Chriſt prajed all night, before He genres ſepe me- 
ſent out His Diſciples ; and the Church of Antioch prayed, when 71:2tur. Card, 
they ſent out Paul and Barnabas ; but they do not tell uswhe- Quiguonus 
ther Chriſt werein a» Aſſembly when he prayed alone, or whe. 
cher the.Church of Antioch had a lent Fpace in which they ſe- 
cretly prayed , nor whether the prayer ot the one or ofthe other, 
were mental or vocal; but obſerve it was joyned with Faſting; 
in which our order agreeth not, whilſt any S»»day .or Holy-day, 
and a _— ſpace thereof will be an opportunity ſufficient for ſuch 
a work. 
What Text of either Old or New Teſtament, ailots to:the 
people other portion.of' publick prayer , ſave to ſay Amen ? In 
reſpec of which prayer is preſcribed. tobe in «, known topgue to 1 Cor.14:15; 
their underſtanding , ' How ſhall we make the peoples vocal re» | 
Sponds , ſalutation , ſupplication for mercies, diprecation of mi- 
eries,, meerly and only recited by the Miniſters, agreeable to the 
Word of God? Muſt ic be by the /al«tation of Boaz, and his Expoſition of 
Reapers?'or Mary and Elizaberh, to which Dr. Boyes referregh the Licur, y- 
it? it mult then be proved , that Boaz was in the publick Aſſem- p.40- 
oth I bly, | 
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bly, and celebrating divine ſervice, and ſo for Mary and FEli- 
zaberh, and that ic was nota civil complement , expreſſed in Re 
I:>icxes words onan occaſional mezting ezch with ocher,1s becomes 
Chriftizn frieads, and chit ſuch pieces of civil reſpe& witneſſing 
reciprocal afe&ion,, are parts of Solemn Worſhip to paſs between 
the Paſtor and people in the celebration thereof. 

I ſhall nor deny febs , and furt tjaculaticns, to be ardent 
expreffions of the mind and affection , and find ecceptarce with 
God, bu: queſtion rhe fuitablenefs chereof ro ſtznding, folemn , 
and publick Worfhip. 1 yie!d to Dr. Boys , that the Pablicar 
<&d affeQionately dart our his Zord be merciful to me a ſinxer | 
and the Woman of Carcan , her Hive mercy on me, O Lord). 
and blind Bartimers, O Son of David, take pity cn me! But 
( by his leave ) I mult ſiy theſe were perſonal , not publick ; oc- 
cafronal, not fixed, ordinary Werſhip;, extemperary on the occa- 
fiory; not' premeditated , much leſs preſcribed, ny, I will grant 
what he fairh A»gfire Reports of the Chriſtians in Egypr ,. «nd 
which Hiſtory mentioneth of other Churches : Yea, I could be 
eaſily convineed, that inthe very firſt Age of the Goſpel , many 
Chriſtians did in the Aſſembly utrer their ſhort expreſſions, and 
darting prayers ; preces raptim quodammodo ejaculatas : But 
yet itwould be noted they were ejacalations perſona! , expreſſcd 
nn # Sacred raptiire , on the ſudden ebulition of the Spirit,wbich 
without doubt wrought in prayer, asin Prophecy and in P{-Imes , 
the heat whereof required the Apoſtles reſtrition and regulazion, 
affeQion leading into corifuſion; and fo can be no. warrant for 
ſuch premeditated,' ejaculative expreſſions, tobe preſcribed i» i 
and publick prier ,” wherein fl things by a Rule retraining this 
very method under the fervenicy of the Spirit, Zer all things be 
done decently and in order , axe to be regulated, that therefore 
_ zdmitted and exertifed inthe Church, and acceptible 
ro: God, in private, -and petſonally expreſſed , or on the imme- 


nee boyfngup of nnd and in the heat of 


affeRion, in th infeney® the Church,” which: will not be ſoin 
the publick and preſcribed prayers of the Church jn her Adutc 


eſtate, in which the muſt appear more ſerious and compoſed ,, and 


& wilt not'render this Order, of Worſhip agreeable to. the 


ON _ py . . 
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Sixthly, Will the Maſters and Scholars of Onferd ſay that the 
Rites and Ceremonies annexed to the Worſhip of God, are agree- 
able rothe Word of God, viz. The Croſs in Baptiſme , Sur- 
plice in divine ſervice , ſuppoſed to be eltabliſhed ? * Or thoſe 
ſince preſſed; as, the Bowing at the Name of feſus: Turning 
T ables into Altars , and Bowing to them, and placing on thene 
Candleſticks and Tapers ; The Conſecration of Churches , and 
the like, thoughT ſhould ( which I confeſsT cannot) admit what 
15 pretended in the Pref:ce to the Commorn-Prayer-Book , that 
they are apt to flirre up the dull minde of man to the remen:- 
brance of his duty to God by ſome notable and Special fignificati- 
on , whereby he might be edified, yerl muſt enquire by what ar- 
thority are they appointed? the higheſt pretended isthe Church , 
and 1 fee no Commiſſion the Church hath to zppoint fuch things : 

"If 1 miſtake not, the power of the Church is declarative , execa- 
tive, and Miniſterial ,, not judicial and magiſterial : She may 
ubliſh the matter , and preſcribe the-Order of Gods: Worſhip , 
ur not conftitute or ordain new matter , though never ſo much 

\ tending to a , againſt which ſhe is expreily barr'd by the 
24 Co . Andifſhe hath power to contirue our Cere- 
monies becauſe ſgnificant ; why, or how ſhall thoſe be excluded, 
which are more ancient and ſignificant ? Suchas were the bapts- 
2ing for the Dead , patting Cream and Honey. into the 
mouth of the baptized ;, inſufflation , and ſpitting at the Devil 
and the world; and coming to baptiſm in a white Garment which 
was left behind ( and prerer I rn as a pledge #- 
pet Elpidophorus, when Apoſtatized from the Faith in which 


a 


e had been haptized ) and many ſuch. like , which T7ertalian Tertui.Coron, 
mentioneth asuſed inthe Church, in the Year of our Lord 62, ”# 94-449. 


in the times of the Apoſtles, thanwhich , the uſe of the Croſs "wo 
cannot be more ancient, nor is it indeed ſoancient : then the ©7155 


Church have not a power ro ordain them , on what baſis doall our 
Ceremonies ſtand, fave that prophane Maxime,,. No Ceremonies, 
3% Biſhop? Beforeitbe determined that theſe, Ceremonies. are 
reeable to the Word of God, Iwiſh it may. be determined, 
ether the appointment and we exerciſe of matter (ignifi- 
cant ( and ſoin it ſelf tending to edification) not inſtiguted by Je» 
ſus Chriſt, be not the very formality of Superſtition? | 


I 2 Seventhly, 
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Seventhly, Laſtly, Is itagreeableto the Word of God, jnor- 
ination to' divide the werk of the Miniſtry ? and give authoriry 
to apply one of the Sacraments, and notthe other? . to b:ptize, 
but not adminiſter the Lords Supper otherwiſe than as Aſliſianc 
to himwho hach miniſterialpower of conſecration, as jtis done 
in the Ocdering ot De-cons?,_ Again,isit 7grceableco the Word, 
todenominnte Goſpel Miniſters Pri:ſts ( vwihith properly relate 
ro aS-crifice and Altar?) If fo, why did our late Maſters al:cr 
the Title into Presbyters inthe Scorch Liturgy ? "1s it agreable 
rothe Word, that the Viniſters cf Jeſus Chriſt ney, or *0- 
temnly promiſe ebedience nts their fellow Miniſters , under the 
notion of an ordinary and Chief Miniſters? It is reaſon they keep 
order, and be ſubje& rothe Aſſembly , but paricy of Office and 
Authority, admits not of - obedience. Is it ?greezble to the 
Word , that Fiſhbops ſweare , or Solemnly rogues chedience unta 
the Archbiſhops? If fo, why not Archbifſhops to Cardinals 
or Parriarchs , and they torhe Pope ? Is it becauſe the Sea bounds 
our Pap:cy ? Isit in the forme of ordination agreeable to. the 
Word ,” that the Biſhop ordaining , do Magiſterially repeat the 
words of Jeſus Chriſt who liad a power and did effe& it, ( viz. ) 
Receive thou the Holy Ghoſt ,, prboſe fins tho avſt forgive , they 
are. forgiven ;, and whoſe ſins thow doſt retain , they ure retained? 
as actually giving the Holy Ghoſt as a | xrWy ans tor chat Office, 
andafter rlns to give intboricy of adminiſtration with a 7ake 
thaw amthority to preach the word of God , and to miniſter the 
Holy Sacramems: Is it agreeable tothe Word of God, by a ſpe- 
cal, Solemn , and Religious at, ro Conſecrate unto adeoree 
convenient and only neceſſary for the method” and Order of an 
Afembly ? asif it were ( andindeed however others think , by 
reaſon of the variation of the word, I believeit was intended to 
be) anaRualOrdinationto a diſtin& Office of Miniſtry in the.” 
Church, like the Chief Prieſt-Hood among the Jews > Iam at a 
loſs in Civilor Religious Policy , to finde a warrant for fo Sacred 
2 forme inan advancement to. a degree, yet I will not deny the 
formalities of tlie Chaire : Isir agreeable to the Word of God, 
that excommunication ( the laſt and greateſt of Cenſures ) do 
proceedwithout admonition? and be inflicted ipſo fao , before. 
ebſtinacy the proper and: only ground of it bedeteted , mucti 
leis 
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leſs- convicted? and thit ſodrexdful a Cenſure be denounced on 
the non-obſeryance of Rites and Ceremonies declared indifferent, 
and ocher light and frivolous occaſions? nay, on the very diſ- 
charge of dury? As, ſuppoſe an exerciſe in a Market-Town 
or a Faſt kept in the Pariſh Church on the occaſion of ſome ſpe. 
cial exigency of rhte Patiſh, 'or by a Miniſter in a private fami- 
ly ; whoſe domeſtick concernments may calf for the houſe and 
mily to mourn apart , andintrextthe aſſiſtance of pheir ſpe- 
cial particular friends in prayer, and'yetin alltheſe caſes it is di- 
reed in the Carons made by the Convocation in Longer , 
of - which the Biſhop of London fate Preſident, ANNO 
1603: $005 
Sir, theſe things and ſuch like, in the zworfip, Diſcipline , 
and Government of the Charch of England, are.obvious.; and 
have been often urged as needing Reformation ; and as Reaſons 
Apologizing for the Non-ſubſeription'of the Sober ,. Learned , 
and Pious Non-conformifs , ever finee the Reformation ; as/by 
Mr. Thomas — , the Miriſtersof Devonſeire'and Corn- 
wal , the Miniſters within the Dioceſs of Linco/ne, and many 0- 
thers, whoſe Printed Books could not buthave been ſeen by (at 
leaſt ſome of) the Maſters and Scholars of Oxforg; ' and. mighc 
have convinced their judgements, that they had dine amiſs by 
their perſonal ſubſcriprion-ro approve that all things in the four ſþe- 
cified particulars, Were agreeable to the Word of God, = 
| 715.” Their conndence that all _ in theſe four ſpeci- 
fed particulars, are agreeable to the Word of God, and need 
no Reformation , may well engage them ro conchude, that they 
are much better than thoſe of Scothand, which they were to ſmear 
to preſerve: For, the Do&rine , Worſtup , Diſcipline , and 
Government, inthe Church of Szor/and, differethin all the par- 
tieulars- mentioned; and ſo muſt needs be diffonant, if theſe be' 
AGREE ABLE TO THE WORD O'F GOD: Yet 
Sir, methinksthe good grounds wr which they rhowght ſo, might 
(for their clearer Apology, and fatisfaRtionof other ſouls called' 
ro ſwear the ſame Covenant ) havebeen ſpeafied and declared; 
therather, forthat they ſeemed to bein a ſtrait when they poin- 
ted unto the accounting of Biſhips antichriftian, and indifferent 


Ceremonies unlawful - the making their” Diſcipline the mark, of” 
4 true. Charch , and the ſetting up thereof the ercfling of w 
Throne: 


Ls 


* Canons of 
I603-Can.7 3.5 


3dReaſon of 
this cxception- 
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Threne of Chriſt, as things tending towards Superſtition 
fo AN the wort things ” the Church of mR_ 
which called for Reformation , rather- than preſerys- 
gon. 

Laſtly, the Hazard of their eftates doth ſeem indeed to- be 
thar great ſtumbling block in their way to the Covenant: 48 
Clerks are by the Lawes yet in force, required to give their aſ- 
ſent unto what by this Covenant us required to be reformed , and 
that os pate of Pls their Benefice : . Which Sir, we ſhall ad- 
mit ( thoughit would admit a diſpute in reference to many, if 
not all the particulars mentioned, 3% how ſhould this demurre 
ro the taking of the Covenant > Becauſe 'the Law requires oxr 
aſſent, it willnotcherefore follow, they need not reformation, nor 
it is not lawful for usto endeavor their reformation ; Many men 
have afſented-ro the LaW , who could never give the, aſſent requj- - 
red by the Low, andby fffering,, ſhewedthar the Law is ther 
burden, bindjng them to /»ffpr, whilſt it requireth what hey in 
truth and good Conſcience cent 7ield : But muſt good: men 
continue under this burden, and take no care to eaſe themſelves > 
Is ita ſjv for men to covenant in their places to endeayor the remo- 
val of a bntdenſom Law ? Or might notthe Reformation cove- 
nanted, beſoendeayored ? | 

Nay Sir, on the conſiderationof the wholeReaſon, &an ſuch 
endeayor beany wrong to mens conſciences , reputation, or eftate? 
and then thereis no ſtrength in this 2* Reaſon of Oxford againſt the 
covenanting ſuchan endeayor. But we proceed to their 3*Reaſon 
of this Exception. | 

The third Reaſon. on which the Maſters, Scholars, &c. of 
Oxford ftand diflarisfied concerning the Covenant, or Reformati- 
on of England in DoErine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Govern- 
mevt, isindeed the moſt weighty and conſiderable, if but clearly 

oved: anditis, 

T heir manifeſt danger of perjury ;, the Covenant in this poine 
ſeeming diretty comrary to the former Solemn' Proteſtation : (1 
preſume they: mean. that of Aday 5. 1641.) which they bad 
{worne neither for hope 'or fear , or other reSþett ever torelinguiſh : 
or the Oath of Supremacy,which Raga ba the Laws of this Realw 
and the Statmtes of this Univer ſity, they had ſWorne, © .. 


as weo 
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--_ this Reaſon : rd one —_ —_— Oaths do 
yuh the ſoul Oh manifeſt perjury ;,andif the firit were [a the * 
laſt muſt needs be ſinful , Feet to be ſworn at firſt, —__ 
ar laſt, if it be ſworn. 0 1908825140 
2. Bur the, contradiftion weft be' manifeſt and clear, not 
ſerming, and con;ecturat,, whichmay ſpring by paſſionandpre 
jadice, rothe fancy of fuch asare .to-tuppoſe it, ( us all 
things took yellow to Jaundies eyes ) and is notin reality ſuch to 
impartial Re:ders, It ſeems this concradiction between this Co- 
venant and choſe Orths, was, to the men of _ but ſeeming, 
though to their beſt ——— ( in their then capacity 1 pre- 
. ; __y _ | on e the 
bond to ſuch as are under it; though ſeeming {© ro be, tm ſpend 
the at ofth:mto whom it ſo —* 4) ll Fa 
3. Burletus ſee wherein ſeems this contradiftion * It is 
well-if it amount not to as: much. as the Scorch Notions 


before ſpecified , which . ſeemed to. tend ro Siperſtition and 
Schi/me. | \N T 
Lo then of the contradiction totheir proteſiation , which 


limzgine can be no other bur that of Afay 5. 1641. and fo far 
as it concernes Religion, rumeth thus, 7 A. B, do in the pre- 
ſence of Almighty God, 'vow amd proteſt to. maintain and defend 
as farre 45 lawfully I may with my life, power, and eſtate, the 
true , Reformed, Proteſtane 'Riligion expreſſed in the diftrine of 
the Church of England ,' againſ® al Popery , and Popiſo 
Innovations Within this ' Rtdlume , contrary to the ſame Do- 
Crime. þ £4" 

The SolemLe:gueand: Covenne inthe Article under con- 
fideration; runneth thus; © 7647 me foal fincerely , really, and 
conſtantly , thrangh the grace of 'Ged, endeavor, in our ſeveral 
aces and callings , the Reformation of. Religion in the King- 
dom of England , in Doftrine , wor Jbip, Diſcipline, and Govern 
ment, according tothe Word of God, and example of rhe beſt reformed 
Chuzehes.. © 19 vo v2 ' 

Contravia contr arias juxta 


- F 


oppoſcta magyar elmerſcunt.. Lett 
ny impartnleye reade theſe rwo Onrhs: thus oppoſed ,, ind ſhew 
me wherein ſeems the contradictiontohe : They miy indeed 
ſeem different intheir ſound and manner of expreſſion, 'bur Ox- 
ford welthnowab , char alt. daverſe; ate not oppeſitd'; 1 all hf 

| rence 
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yexce amounts not to'a colnraditiion | diuerſa & - Wpofira! eque 
diſſetanea ſunt, ſed non" equr: diſentivnt , they differ indeed, bur 
not with the ſame difference'; I wiſh that, on. ſecond thoughts 
they v:ill pleaſe to tell us whether the difference be Re, or Ratic- 
e.only ; the ame thing being proteſted in the fixſ# (though not 
inthe ſame words, and after the'imanner ;) : which was covenzured 
inthe /aſt : Burthey ſpecifie the contradiction,  ( viz.) The 
Dofrine they vowed to' maintain by the name of the true Prote- 
ſtant Religion, expreſſed in the - Dottrine of the Church of En- 
gland , they took to be the ſame 'now to be reformed and al- 
tered. | 
But Sir, were they not, i taking it /o to be,' much miſta.... 
ken? The Covenant binds co Retorme DoRrine i» the King- 
dow of Englan#, was there no ſuch Do&rine openly divulged in 
the Conrt Sermons and Primed books. Of Mountagie, Reive ,, 
Heylen , Dowe, Coxons, Pocklingron , and others before meryi.. 
oned? In AMeuntagze, Apello ad Ceſarem : originum Eccleſi: 
aſticarum, 2 parts: Antrdiatribe : Pocklingtons Sunday ng 
Sabbath , Altare Chriftianum': Heylens Coal from the Altar , 
Hifory of the Sabbath: Sales his. Introduttzon to a devont life: 
Shelfords five Treatiſe: Dowe againſt Mr. Burton : Cozens 
his Homres of. Prayer : and many otherlicenſed books publickly 
ſold in the Kingdom, : and in the Tiftation Articles of Biſhop 
Lſountagne , Biſhop Peirce , and Biſhop Wren ( on which ma- 
ny good men were vexed ; ) which was diſtin& , and different , 
{ if I may not ſay ) expreſly contrary to the Proteſtant Religion 
expreſſed in the Do&rine of the Church of Z»g/and: And did 
not theſe need Reformation? dajbact oy emp eb auny good 
Subjet and Proteſtant in maintenance of this Religion , to en- 
deavor a Reformation , alteration, and total expunRion of ſuch 
Dorine,. and fo to.covenant ? And then Sir, whereis the con- 
tradition? In this ſence the Proteſtation and Covenant do plain- 
ly coincidere, and agrec in one and the ſamething. WP 

But Sir, let us allow them their ſence , That the Dat#rine 
proteſted to be maintained , uu the ſame covenanted. to be + wb 
wed : . Are Maintenance and Reformation incoampetible ? Is there 
net a poſſibility of ſome adjunQs unto the ſubſtance of the Do- 
Erine of the Church of England expreſling the true Reformed 
Proteſtant:Religion, and De 


OT : 
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of? Or may not the Doctrine of. the Church of Zng/and be re 
formed as to the ſcant, genera), dubious , and difficulc manner 
of expreſſion, and yet the matter thereof be maintained and de- 
fended> Are thoſe Articles which concern the Government of 
the Church, and Conſecration of the Biſhops and Archbiſhops, of- 
the eſſence and formality of the true Reformed, Proteſtant Re- 
ligion > Will not the aſſertion thereof tend more to Schiſm, than 
Scotlands ſuppoſed making their Diſcipline and Government the 
mark atrue Church ? As denying the Reformed Churches be- 
'ond the Sea to have attained to rhe true Reformed, Proteſtant Re- 
feioa which yet they handed over to us? | 
But what reaſon had theſe Gentlemen of Oxford to under- 
ftand the Doctrine of the Church of EZ»g/and in ſuch a latitude > 
when the ſence of it is limited by them who were then known to 
- be Legiſlators ( and a power ſufficient to preſcribean Oath un- 
| to, which themſelyes ſubjeted ) and were the beſt ex- 
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| poſitors . thereof ( viz.) the Houſe of Commons, who thus 
| declared : , 
| Whereas ſame doubts have been raiſed concerning the mean- 
ing of theſe words [_ The true Reformed, Proteſtant Religion, ex- 
preſſed in the Doftrine of the Church of England, againſt all Pe 
pery, and Popiſh innovations within this Realm contrary to the 
| ſame Doftrine | This Houſe doth declare, that by theſe words, 
| Was, aud is meant only the publick, Dorine profeſſed in the ſaid 
Church, ſo farre as ut is oppoſitt, to Popery and Popiſh innovati- 
| gis: And that the ſaid words ate wat to be extended. to, the 
maintaining* of any. forme of Worſhip, Diſcipline , and Govern- 
ment, nor of any the Rites and Ceremones of | the ſaid Church of 
England. 
By which theſe Gentlemen mighthave underſtood, 
1. The Realm,and Church of England, were two different 
SubjeRs,, the one preſſing Doctrine in che other, wherein 
alſo there was rine tending to Popery , and Popiſh Innova 


2. There were inthe DoQrines profeſſed by the Church of 
England ſome adjunts of Rites, Ceremonies, Government , or 
ſome Special order of Worſwp, which might need Reformation , 
and werenot vew'dto be maintained, ERS | 
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_ __Sorkzracoordirig rorfis ſemecof wnooe thera both, 
therg is more of confiltercy, than contradiftion berween the Pro- 

teftation and Solenn Log and Covenant : Sothat the nani-- 

Feſt perjury "tbey fexred,, Brrh nor f@ mech” v5 a ſeeming 
un : Tis $4 F7S L 1) i JH Iz 


hy Arif as for the foppofed concradidtion 6f his! Branch of che 
Covenarit nriq che Oarh of *ngremacy, fe wilt orex2minacion,va- 
nifh 85an agparition, 4 thing which fo ferment,” bat © not be 
fo proyed: * For if they wilknochifs "me. our of 'thetr'chook! 7 
ih rar chenr their Propeſirion in the; Oath ; ' and Aertin'a 
the Statxre. by them quoted, :mffet-Rnd; way teavord” My rar 
cluſicn , becaute a meer no [e-pritar on their premttes;” and this 
if hey wilf have the Argamenc fogically refolved, by dying the 
conſequepce of cheir major Propofieror, for 1 wil gram unc9 
them rharthe Oartrof Supremacy dotitbin@ ns to on power, 
ro aſſih Jay] defend aff Puriſdiftions, Priviledyer, Preheminences, 
and Authorities, grated and belonging ro the Kingr Highneſs, 
bis heires; and ſucceſſors, or wnited and annexed unto the Imepe- 
rial Crown, of this Realm: And zffame withthem , Phy the 
King had 'the wahole P aver and Authority for Reformation , Or- 
der, and Correffion , of all manner of Errors, Herefits, Schiſme, 
&c. anifyet deny theſequel, viz. That we may wot endtavor in 
our places and callings to reform Religion.. Yor'the defence of 
he Kings power is no way repugrancwith che duty of our parti- 
cular ca It:  T hope @ Miniſter may by tis preaching, ora Di-- 
ring by (ts putation'in the 'Schooks ,. endeayor the” correRion 
an{Reformarion of Error ' and Herefte , "<chj[ir or Superſtition, 
and yer not intrench on HisMajefties Eccfeſtafticat ior, 
and [> interfere with their Oath of Supremacy ?. Yea , in refe- 
renceto judicial and authoritative Carreftion and Refarmation 
CORE We wilf fuppofe can only be doneby the King | mens en. 

Ivor may bein their places and callings by Countef, Propofat, 
Remonſtrance, Petition, Suppliearion,. and che like; to procure 
His Majeſties. conſent, aud authority, to Reforms Religicn in the 
Kingdime of Englant , in Doftrine , worlp ,. © Diſciqline,, 
and Government ; and then Sir ,, where is, hy Conradi- 
| Yethir, if Twereto difftitewith'a fligle {ought Seriidr), 


 Sopkilter of 0xfird,, Lyould deny both Propoſitions ; the ma- 


Jor,, 


The. Faftulug of St, Peters Fertors, 


jor, as toits ſequel or conſequence, as before; and the allumpti- 
- en, as that which the Statue doth notprove , vis. The Whole 
power of Spiritual or - Ecclefpaſtical fwriſdittion for Correltson 
and Reformation, is annexed to the King , and Imperial Crows 
of this Realm : For, the power by that Statute, 15 ral and 
particular, not general and univerſal; as themſelveshave citedit, 
1s, { wiz, ) ſuch Frrefdittions, Privitedges, Snperionnties, and Pre> 
hemmences, Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, as by any, 8c. (andas 
the Statuteprocteds ) Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical power or andbe- 
rity , hath beretefore been or may lawfully be exerciſed or mſea for 
Viſitation of any Eccleſsaſtical State , or perſons, and for Refor- 
wation, &c, Sothat the power given to the King, is ſuch a pow- 
gr I Cardinals, or Popes had uſed; not fuch as Parlia- 
ments ( whoeverretained a Juriſdictionin themſelyes over both 
Church and Crown J enjoyed and exercifed : This power was 
purely executive, not Legiſlative ; over perſons and particular 
Societies, not over the Kingdow: and whale Realm : iprefume 
the Gentlemen of Oxford were not ignorant of the power 
Legiſlative Authority; which the Parhaments of England cver 
held over their Biſhops, nnd the Spiricual or Ecckeſiattical tftate 
of this Land, tying them inall their adminiftrations of Diſcipline, 
and Government, to the Cuſtoms and Statmres of vhs Realm , 
as they may readeat large inthe Staraee of the Sabres of rhe 
Clergy, 25. Hen, 8. 19. wherein they confets, of thrir 
CLI Conftitntions be repugnant to the Laws amd $tmtmmies 
of this Realme, whereby they did not only Reffrais the exprbi- 
rancies, and from cime to rune Reform the abuſes of the Church , 
but alſo extend the Prerogative and Jurddictionof the King, ns 
in that Statute, . 1 Ekzab. and Lowe, Refrain, and Repeate it ; 
( es in the cafe of thisindividual, ſpecifcal power granted in the 
words of the Statute quored } by. the Starure 17 Carob, entitu- 
I:d, A» AF fer rrpecal of a branch of a Starme 1* Elizab. 
concerning Commiſſioners for cauſes E ocleſraſtical , which clauſe 
repealed , _ of this veryrecited Paragraph , and innneti- 
ately annexed unto, and dependent on this yory grant of power 
and authority : Nar are theſe Maſters and Scholars of Oxford in- 
- ſenſible ,* that there is a vaſt difference berween Executive and 
, Legiflive power andauthorny ;, and ghatas no Ecriefiaſtical per- 
"Tons did ever enjoy ( however the Popeand his Biſhops did con- 
| K 2 tend 


The Fafining of $t. Peters Fetter” 
tend for it ) ſo no-King of England did ever pretend , or lay 
claim unto the Legiſlative power, further than allowed by A&tof 
Parliaments, who were ever Di&tators of a general Reformation 
in the Land, Chureh , and Kingdom, asat this time in the Re- 
formation covenanted : Nor c:n they be ignorant , that it is 
very bad Logick, from ſach Juriſdictions, and Specifical , Exe- 
cutive Authority, toinferre, that the whols power of Reforma- 
tion' is) ſo im the King , that the Parliament may mot" propoſe , or 
the people covenant in their places and callints to' endeavor a Re- 
formation; but they mult <:ſh with the Kings Prerogative , and 
contradict the prracular Supremacy they haye granted and boun- 
ded themſelves to detend, X | 
 AndnowSir, I muſt deſire to-know (whilſt the'Oath affords 
not the Propoſiticn, uor the words of the Statute the aſſumpti- 
en ) how they willdo to eſtabliſh the Conclufron, and clear their 
manifeſt perjury from premiſes which, on trial,prove but ſeeming* 
ly contrary, and really conſiſtent with the Oaths they had before 
orne ? | 
WeſeeSir, —— the diſſatisf: ions of the Ma- 
ſters and Scholars of Oxford, the firſt Article of the Solemne 
League and Covenant contains in it nothing but what is good and 
lawful ; nay, fo juſt, that init ſelf it isa duty, and therefore may 
be ſwortie, aud their ſerious exceptions will ſcarce ſuffice to A- 
pologize their refuſal , which could not beReligiouſly refuſed by 
fuch as. defire parity of Religion, and uniformity in the Church, 
whilſt the /crd of God 15 propounded as the Rte, and: the bef7 
Reformed Churches asthe pattern of this Reformation covenan-- 
red; and will not any thing avail , tozcquit the obligation where 
it islaid,, affording ſufficient ground to eſtabliſh the judgement of 
him that ſware , without any apparent reaſon of fcandal or ha- 
zard to Reputation, Eſtate, or Conſcience , the perjury fu 
ſedto be marifeft, appearing at beſt to be but ſcexzing ; and that 


ena fancied Contrariery, that amountsonly to a difference inthe- 


manner, not matter of the oppoſed Oaths: 


Sbfeftio art. Reformation cannor proceed without -a removal” af whit is 


repugnant and obſtruQive thereunto ; the ſecond Article of the 


the 24 Article Covenant, doth therefore bind us to the extirpation of certain e- 
of the Solemn ,-7.., 


we muſt then conſider in the next place, the juſtice and 
lawfulneſs thereof, and the weighty exceptions made agzinft ic, 


VIE 
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| [1 Ja rhas:article, we. are, 9 conGder the. ef covenanted, 

aAn endeauonr of extirgation;; and the: marrer about which that 
Att.is converſant, viz, Pojery, Prelacy, Errour,Herefie,Schiſme, 
Super. 510%, aad P ( of aneſs. F I | . 

As to the AH, ic is not objeRed againſt by any, ſave Dr, 
Gaudens Nephew.No Bodg, who in his ( new bora) Doubrs and 
Scraples (midwiv'dinto the World [bythe Drs. Epiſtle ) would 
ſuppoſe humſclf byan eqdeavenr of - Extirþg.jor,to be ſworn'ins 
to Gods Throne, whoſe only and immediate Alt it & toextirpate 
the lutis, and principles of, theſe impicties ozt of the heart of 
man, Ot mounted into the Magiltrares Chaire, who only may 5y 
Bonds on Baniſhmen,, or CMulQ, ov Death, extirpate the open 
exerciſe, andpublick profeſſionof. thoſe evils, and the promoters 
of them ; asf -Extirpation, were no-way & humane A&,or within' 
the capacity of private men, though. wor to effeft, yer by Moral 
Perfwafion, Rational Diſcourſe, Scripture ConviRion,Submiſlive 
P:ricion, andthe kike , ſo muchas.to endeavonr it with: ſincerity, 
realuy and conſtancy ; the very recital of this exception isa'ſaf- 
ficient confatagion,and reſolution that folly, of ſome melancholy 
fancy, mote than conſcience did fart tis doubt, and ſtand per- 
plexed at this ſcruple without a grain of Reaſon, 

And as to the Uaqury Berg wrt to be daromn ve 3 to be 
extirpated, none-thararg ſeemingly Prorelian religious,will 
make queſtion of Popery, ane Hereſe, $88 me, Saves atom, 
and Profan ſs, or mhatſotver 15 cyntrary to ſound Dottring , or 
the power of godlineſs ; thele are ſuch ſpreading Weeds, diſgraceful 
ro the Church ( Chriſt his Garden )) anddettruive to the prit- 
ciplesand praQuces of all.Religion, that almoſt all men wi l ap- 
pear the foremolt in an foleeoe extirpatethetn ; and onthis 
account Dr. Ganden in his late Epiltle to. the Doubts and Scru- 
ples, would divert our endeayoxr for ex pation of the Prelacy, 
Covenanted againſt, by direing the ſame unto Schiſzre and Su- 
perſtition : But Sir, by his leave,as we cannot own him as our Ma- 
fter,ro be at his pleaſure, pPpointed out work further chan our own 
prudence w'll. guide us ; © we muſt tell him, that every Plant 


which our heavenly Father hath not planted, muſt be rooted ont ; 
rhat ſome weeds are more viſible and ſpreading than ottiers;and as 
they need more ſpeed and diligence,ſo they call for more firengrh 

and labour-to; removg.them, being deeply'rooted by their long 
| | : , ; "4 : .  -4 | 4 . 
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She" Far "of '86PRRetS Perk, © 


continum&;*3fief cheretore "the Uxrirpar lor” 'of hemi-muſt be 
plied ven #54 moody, wit the Eitth'y oofe, ant theyunſcried; 
nnd itis thofe tharprobybte, tharninyof” che dchers/F moral), 
come up 2 Wee nty one, which ether oecafionerh Schiſme,cr 
es map aperſtition and Profionſs, if I may nor 
Boi andSchotars of ©.xford do 
and Yell tne Vard miſtaken; if -1 deem Pro- 
pct $51 hich isamdoubtedly the Faireft\ ower it the Gar- 
den of Gt bis Chitch, aotbtting to Whoſe Targuage 1 find 
Dr. Featley's Ghoſt Canning itt tis League a—— barSir, © 
I ſhall defire wiped nowrthar pt; kw” an and 
Fig ane bk oubredly a very, f/f er, 2nd far 
— rt rom. Fenn and thereforein the Soltmn Lrnyne uni 
neral term fal- Coturpant "It \s oe Of anda pardcofar kind of Prelicy Tptutiy 
lacious, up, and pay 2 che Chutch of Eng!and, is Covenantedr 
be willing to give the' hinge of this re- 
ftrigion SI hcibeatioh to the fpeedh of Pr." Dariei Piathey, 
occafoned by the oyet-hot SR. & ſome*} [pats *realvur” 
Reformarion of wit Was + fn grit ie 
havitiz by appt opet ation ro one we Find get z 'vojgat evil a6- 
6 pation ) ſhoxld be extir ene - only I carmor acquithis acune 
EN the ona f- mifapplying tits Unctty 
wr4 i ck her ck 
'( v82,,) 6 wh. 18, and pa 5 kind 
of Pk to be extirpated}; et ot qh>Goveryneem'By e1r he 
hiſt ops, Biſhops, their arcdllers and Gfmeierier Deans, Deans 
Eh Papee's (#64190 and 4 «her Ec:keſſaſtical Offic vers 
Sros ing on that 4 ri the general term Prelacy 
mited and xeftt ved; to Rerha expe rheir exceptions 
Fre ieazaintthe iSaiont A ties oe kind of Pretary 
unto which che Coyenant doth! by us 3 for We well know ard ſos | 
verſatur in generalibus, Crafty ther do deceive the Vulgar 
Out-cry of extirpation of thingsin their general nature 6 
Tack 6 of that ſpecial kindevit; "1 {halll heretore '&f T cially con- 
re 


ech, 


{ider rhe excepts ns of the Mts ers 4nd $:hilers' 12. 

gaint this eng Atticte.Sofar as it relatethto the Tacy there- 

1n ſpecified to b2extirpated; 38 thoſe.on which 1 odferve. others 

depend, from which others havederived theirs, and ro which on 
all occaſion they doretreat as to theit impregrabte om” 
o5 


S1tion and Papacy, which win por of Age appear the Elder 
Bres her '£0- Eve fans (axd> Prelacy'? .- Ox Ry tefore 
 Asſtan the Monk;uhe: of Canterfery,: and yer 
is not oventi}28 amy-addreicn 202 bets 3c UenwBRridtien of 
chair z fora rrue 10n19 wee, (08 is acer cor 


os TY ww — —_ —_ "Rp td - 
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 Inownbt ;ifunblamthacthe: 


. wn. Hewry thwerghch fro 
buſi 


= , 
Fe Fafnll ga \6': Peers Peters, 
| They thertforvin. the fourch Sedtion of their Reaſons for not 
hveigs da preface their cx- 
eeptinn. with an cxpretfion of rhevr afte Aon rothar Government 
A mgSreys {Au SO Tg RunLaneug of tr; 


| Fe dane Eva heed pions enter which en 
Kalgios wa 4s fir {> ria nies os tanacly, 


and 
« bappelp LE EY h od micktrued 
- OT the how nr: and} bu ber ny 


642 velit 5g IT WED. rr as thirgtori- 
euadeſcriptian of _ 


eXnERenc 15 ————_ 
a2 the afcioms;; | Eos his Cohits finim ru, 


pies, do nat fer IRC ag 4 vg. £3 £0 Ele 
pn proces gate whax, woos cadagoied 

av! Arguaenc veriny, or 
Dt es thete lcamedmenknowbitionchelond nd common 
ry. > for their. /ab[arry 1, OT for: chetr Super 


. reformed.;by the: rm IOATY Caoruerſ ation 

rcoeimed by 9 I cs 
- :24':, Order) is inderd very amiable in AS; but what 
ofthe Liity wats) Ctex- 


they mean by tha atabatyfrrens of: rife 


gyin 2wyotko6'ohis nlen.eogrocnagre ram. ror 
rars, was Mart juftthant 2: And when L conſider rhe rom 
of Hefarmaniow in: ras cxputfrow of che Papes” Suprinnac 


Bn Oy TT In" Uſ00 2 epramaar thn 


4m neg 
Elba teburchar 
fulneſs ; ts have be:n ſteered by policy, not piety ; to Rand 4 
fiftent wich-a 6etenci enforcement of of Popith Do&rine: 
and ware unto the perſecution and burnivg of Tynda/, Lam-- 
in», ard dumae'; and: iopologres the+ fo Merits (in which [ 
IT —— qe hungl 


kite + fait ful Biiliop, wn Lan 


Oxford Come 


Pape 7. 
mendation of 


4 -—« cilac One 
lends: arher Natiaty: BycSe; goodnine nendenobyte; — Ts 


Foxe, Afts and Bilhops 


; Fours 


: . 
Yhs Paftning df \6r>BerkeF" Peiters, 


thers Ifind not oppoſing }\ AntPaben Tobſervecthy Zorpinilsch 
frft ruled in-Hemry' theeighth dis dayes,cobe retained and run 


thorough the Reformation.of King Edwerd the- fach, and was: 
roo much regarded in the: time of Queen Evcaberbs (who. beth 
aed from a more pious principle, had but cheir Counſellors <a- 
= their po.icy; and the howledgs of -.thoſe-reform- 
iven them <0 ſee, and ſerupin its luſtreandpoxy er,the 
LE andright Rater Reecmacin) 1 I-cannot- bur foy ſay Gods 
is-much. more manifeſt in the firſt Reformation of E »g.. 
land,than was. mans: order ; mx nes wharotder eager vWc=- 
nk to hayerbeen, though thour,yea, againſt” the: 
ay ens 9" and: erghtern 5e denn ergbu lndvtd and: 


Monuments, f. fort pond paid by the Biſhops of the two Provinces;Canterbury 


$59» 


| onany diſorder; could nocihearany/ noiſe of trawl: atrewd” br ;' 


ork., for oo pardon/fromehe pramus.r:, doth proclaim 
their, or 1 at the firſt Mw rwy perſons. choſen our 
of the Parljamentitoconfder and cendude Arcicycs af Rehigior, 
and Cremer, andiRid ies. Polrich Plea: 'pr0us Prince zBd- 


ward the (ith, for the Maſs of his Siſter ALej3e, 2nd the. after 
tior ſpeak; ſnuch-of forwatd- 


if 1 miſtake not, the.Tarracancata murmur of. the L:- 
— and Tork-ſhire men intheir relellbzru pilgrimage, 
Ee ED 
[| man » BOL that or quiere 
any Epiſcopal influence tn. the.time of: Heer > lchevicinkey ny 
the like in | Tp -of Saffelk;y Fork: ſhire; Oxfwbfrve , De- 
ven-[lire,Cormal,and: other Counties, againſt..the Reformation 
by King Edward engl that the Refor- 


Tas molis _ FE evertere «ful, 


YerImuſtnock eabaccfthe oneororbar de irrabavebeen 


heppy; butI delice freely tolacknowledge that > 
F [0801 
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ſpark 
De Br ie degree of rapes vegan it-yee 
oth. if not retarded, and ſometimes retrogaded by' Enplerds 
Epiſcopal Prelates, who have made ic ſo much pompous unto 
ſenſe, and the Worlds admiration, but ſo lictle powezful to rhe 
it: But Sir, 1lave not to recriminate, or reproach things: or 
perſans ; 1ſhall therefore paſs this applauſe of our late Prelacy, 
wih this Requeſt, That the Maters and Scholars of Oxford, 'or 
any other,will pleaſe co rell us what there is inthis Government, 
ſo ſpecial and peculiar for its efficacy, ta theorder and quiet of 
Reformation,that Nay nor be (outid inanciher Form,of Govern- 
for that only is of the eflence,and- ſo-muſt be the Em- 
Phe this Epiſcopacy. 

apprehenſion of the worch of cis Goveramens,hed,Sie 
ics full influence-on the afteRinns of theſe learned mery they 

therefore profeſs themſelves AV ig9 146M. 

1». Aﬀetted' with- grief and amazement to: frei on 
deavuared .to be extirpated without an) Reaſon? offered to_thaw 
onlerfanding. fer which it fhonld be thought: needfſary or expe> 
dient {o 16 do, 
eee? 2, Kanigd wil Poper}'s Super ſtiriev,, Herofo and = 


3b, dntimated to he ſome way or orher pant arp ſnndDe 
VEE the poney.of god'imeſe. 1 
Unto all this I hall ſay in brief: 

I r That. if wt yon ſtrogtings of this Gorcamen; = 
witch tbe civil Power encroachment,ov the Rirats Ant hovigy i nn 
ig all Ages having nockeprits bounds, bur by exeeciing/ abolare 0, *feftien | 
inde pendent Aut ity " theirean Nana Lan ninder thew ow ment at Exrir- 
Seals, 1nd Legiſlative Declaration pf -whar as Theefon ; rand by — Pre= 
an.Imperial power 30 praforibe-Quths ta be (warn, as 7 the Ci- 
nons of 1640. the Biſhops of both Provinces did preſume. 2g 
do ; if Its innovation, defence and propagation 'of erroneous Do- 
nd L Arines 
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Tt Foftniwt'of - $1, Peters Rethers: © 

&trines and Sipentifion; if. its [ſapprefier of Trath, del trac 
Religion,by ins, vb fachfirt Rreathers ;if Its 9100 
lencty irvegwlaricy and iajufbies is High Commiſſion Cenfurer, ba- 
ITY ine; CHIC andexcommuni- 
catizig" of rhe beſt 'of 'mwen for meer trifles, things indifferent, (6 
judged byrheinſclves at the beſt jay, Many cimes far oppoling 
atidfuperſiticion ; "ye, for Perfotiming: their daties it 
praying ain preaching ; and the 4ike evils which Gd arrehd ir, 
thouzh+ (I fhould fay ) but” accidentaHy, by che corruption. of 
Montague, Lande, Wren, Picrce, and their Companions, be wrie- 
ten in ſuch fen(.b'e AQs, and legible CharaRters, that England 
might feel ;and the World read them ; 1 thinkthere need r.ot be 
muchof Rraſon offered ro ſhew, not only the expeds ncy,but ne= 
eeſſity of extirpation of a Government, though in it ſelf good, 
yetcapableof ſuch erormiries, unleſs ir be of an immediace and 

ed divine righe. | | 
*. \But Sir, Hadrot Oxford rheir numbers in Paliament ?' and 
didthey nortruft them with their underſtandings ? or nfuſt a Par- 
liament offer Reaſons of the neceſſity and tency of every 
At they impoſe on the SubjeR, before the SubjeR'yield obedi- 
enee? and yer the Vore of the Houſe of wage res > the zeth; 
of Furr, 1641. viz. That this Goverment hath been found by 
experiense to-be a great impediment tothe perfeft refornm:- 
ties' and growth of Religion , and very prejudicial to the Croil 
State z- rogether with the: learned ſpeeches of. many Mem- 
bers inthe Houſe, printed ; to offer Reaſon wichout, as well as 
withindoors, might have Jaid ſomeching before the judgments of 
theſe Gentlemen, Ipreſume Sir, the SubjeQs obedience muſt 
wor” (iche j of this Univerſky ) be ſuſpended untill 
pete mv ate producing the —_— be known to, and 
apprehe every privateperſon and ſociety. ; 
bn If” alc js Pr +1 x.gar t Conf 
ich Popery ition, Hereþe, me and Profancſs,4 
', mweſhould rs it goed, 1 hope it may be "PF" 4 its 
| | , buy 
y 


fellowes, and <aken. ſuſpition ; it may be a gri 
D 'wrong to hy" an honeſt mann found" in compan 


Thieves; when he. haih>chazed himſelf, juſtice will let 


\ 


Hae: 


- The Faſtrlay of \ST,. RetetaFoters; 
But Sir,,if chig Prelarical Government -be ST, oogres 

It, a plain and clear Papacy, as the. owning. of £» oe - 4 

content 


biſhop of + Came: bury, Papas. altg ui. wards, the cont 
all Papifts find in the ſame, could ch:y but cancigue it.in, depen». 
dance on Keme, for Conſecration and. Inveſtirure, pure, circum» 
og cnteh aero tan wng Loot ya 
y its ſpringing from the ſame iles, on ihe ſame 
Baſis, the {> wn of Princes, and being ſupporred pr - 
_ Arguments and Auchoricies whichare urged by; Bellarmine, 
and the .the 
all which reſpegs ic muſt- needs appear, that the 


ouncil of Trexs, for the defence. of the Papacy. {iÞ jx;p.., o we 


ryeen an univerſal Metropolitan. or Dioceſan Biſhop, 4s.in;de- Trex:,Edir.zp, 
ces and limits, not in kind ; for is there not the ſame reaſon far 559, 590: © p, 


| jog over Bithops, to receivetheir Qath of Obedience, 55+ | 


asfor Juridicgl Biſhops over Presbyters; and ſo the ſamefor Car- 
dinals over Arch-biſhops, and Popes over Cardinals?), do Tuggeſt 
ic tobe;.andif ir were theFoot-ſtool of Stirrup of che, Papa 

2s Salmaſuus doth, at large demonſtrate. in his Apparatus ad 


And..if Sir, ics Rule, whereby to. ſquare it, and 


which ( how edifying ſover to the Church Wy” 
wa k ang foie 9 th County th Co Ar 


7he'Fdftning of St, Pater. Fetters;"\ 
1-Lords" Ay 3 fo char its Deane and Chaprers/ or edher Cofledge 
_ nan Ca ja 1 Preree Grpmca 
wa Juflice Rye _ s —_ for 
fnngety eee ina rto 
p wines che th" of Neveadty 1633.” and 
contin s #1: Mnitiers thar refuſe ro fir up fiieh ſiceſfiouineſs, 
Rr rode. :Sof the Arch-biſhop of | Canterb#ry, Biſho 
ke FR ade} i ſure can be no grearwrong to rank i with 
.andintimaere it to have in it ſomve cortravre Jto the powy- 


" 266 7h 4 rpm 7 ; ro which (whareverſome dare few, Biſhops 
wp rus) EY Þo Js neo of err did monte By much 
CISCETE — | < Hearted — heya 
ce. hos. tpes, —wghi kth rol mri} be endeavo all-rhar 
will not partake of othy mens fins; and I myſt de free: to: rei 
them het mi one myo ptoperinded (Which yer will nor 
je got A gp yea,exriy pation of the Civil Governmenc 
| eopablecs Nach proximity” anto'Trcaſon, CMnrder, 
pa Tis, ennge, and the like, would be by alt inge- 
yueusmen judvedt Both jutt and reaſonable; bur I infift roo long 
im adarement of their affe Aion, who offer A ments by which 
they were perfmaded to \pnro their ety Et uthere- 


fore eioh them ſeveralty: 
cs being paſt; they Proceed to-the Reaſon why 
hey caarot Covenanit #1 thdeavour ro ate Prelacy ; that 


is to fay; The Government: by Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, their Chancet- 
towrs, or Comm ers Deans, Deans fp C prom pi ret Fug, 
and _—_ WASE. ehuticat Offer depending 'on that Hiz- ar, 
Ard hey propound 'e Reaſons'; wo relate tmro the Ge 
F#h unro their own capacity, and the hk 
unto — eſtate of the Churchzaccordirg to this order T ſhall con. 
6&rrher -- And, 


3 


\heyiete, 5 are wot - faifed be they can wth 
— roi n= & «gr ſen freer = ate Epif $4 Ke iy vob a 
ceptivp to the fay they, we 7 be, if "net Doin, 1 the frifteff ſenſe 
extirpation of by expreſs commend, yet #, unmet inſt; kr ; that & to 
Reclacye. [4 ah 4s eftablifhed i the C the Apoſptes, aecor ing to 

atk end ater (he rrp of ry M1 <7 " 2 Gh brif 

nd thas. by werine of tha: onifhary prey” and antherity "Ne 

ved 
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Sly and ancient nnrverſul praftice are very; 


» The Fafuing oor," Pitate Baths; 
ved: Ling bla, - as degutef* by bing Gritrngart f 'ls 


Ch wreh. 

Oy at leaft that E rr lay a more 
ritle and c'aim to 4  Epfepd = ay qa 
Preqhyrerial Demiocr, pa mb 
165,07 gathered Charter 40 | 


2- "We are aſſured 6s the 
tort Records, and ery goth , that thy 
been: continued with fu. 

ſeccefſiar-in all the Churohts,- expe farſe 


ka hong FE 


that haye 


hecy called Chriftien, for fifteen — ether, thas- 
ht cad Crit, Fo Ceo ap 
it; | that eAering was the 'grea 
content, a 
:..From which _—_—_— to js i, fear by hy exti 
KIM to Live. advantage to contempt _'of \anti 


ou * ſhauld diminiſh the pers ues Mer. Grcki ths entiont” | julg- 
ment and pictice of the univerſal Church 


Sir, this is 2 very fairand ſpectous exception ; for Divite 
475 
y Oath; Gl eros 9s.” Cef- 
win aſlnaoce of the ochengdoForcdly frperſede ung his Bing 
20 the contrary ;- yer Sir, 
I wonder thatthele learned men do burthink of a Divia Infti- 
tion, and yet are aftrred of of axricee Jeter fd ela own @RIKFEre 
pupred for fiftren"hattived year ; 
have remained doubtful; Ce feicier cate 
che certain rp pwn, "A'think'fo'itin Pie Warren 
_— fon - Chu racy INES dred wh 
ractice of t urch for fifreen hun Mm 
wtqun bickancs the rimesgr Ro IEEE t leaſt 
the Acts of his ApoRles; #ndrheS2 Is 
para might —ar———ey— th Cord oh | ae te rear 
p verra Cone if' x 
Dep Ros: bots tre 
which lea ah fo indeed one 
Aahey dates [ſrops 


2! O bverringent 


appeared ae World 3 FL CntNey ane pm 


narverſal, End ents 


orhet : DENATR Ifotgor the year i = 
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D tha vote Futtert, ? 


ic faftegn-,bundred * 
n the Divwe Ri 


- pg of rhe ch 


2 it; It 1s no marvel 


ee 4n the. Council 
Hiſtory of the « ee pour ea wig E fs rp wm 
Council of ded it inc ſuch pens dere might 


Trent,Bdit,z.p. ons: it no determination ; 55 $7, 1th rl. oh ic very wy me chat a 


Proteſtant Univerſity , profeſſedly ſeeking ſaisfaRon to their con- 
ſcience, ſhouldſo ſophaticall by HAT rerms of an uncertain 


jon, maintain to the to which defire 
reſcind n.. They well know NEpiopa Goveratment yd deno- 


minate Wk Governmenc phe oncilio Presbyterornm, by all 

Minifers in the Church, who ate the very true undoubted Seri. 

are-Biſbops ; unco which, or wbom there may be orgs rarſa, 

i. ke, al] aways Moderatour or Chair-man ; 
G preſcribed by the Holy Ghoſt, and 

inthe NE of the 4 of the ApeſieriChap, 

ets -- vine! in other $cripeures, Biſhops and Presb;eers arc 


8 cerens wht pr rm agen minating perſons inyeſted with the ſame 


anden) the [ame qualifi. atiorr, and 
=p ning. amps f7 aur of Cho, wry eden 
Fl mths ener endeavouredto be cxltpared, 
c 0 


reje&it. 
But 3f by jigs EE BE har ſpecial 


FormandFrame- ment wherein ong perſon is (allrar- 
ced to 4. der of Map above ociet Miniders and 
Is inveſted W Princes power Over chem » <BJ0ying an. Au 
charity pecx/iar_ to Limp, co nominc, 4s Biſhop, of ſole-Ordinati- 
on and Juriſdi&ion, unto whom all other his Fellow-Miniſters 
are Subjefts Enna Loans ro him obedience , whe guſt have 
a Council denonuated, Deans, Deggorr, Aron fabyorrongd 


germmeny Je ngoubeadly of of Divine wy 


eine wire bb 0 2 ocyne Hnbny DX 
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The Faftning ifSt," Peters Fitters” 
the like, over and amobg whonhe fits as Lord; and yet :over 
EN kick 2 wore ſ/aper:onr-ordiy under the title of 
Archbiſhop, to whom he and: {weareth avedievce ; abd in 
this ſuperiour order, and lordly manner, he:ralerh. all Paftours 
and People, ſomerimes by timſelf, ſometimes by his Chancellowy 
or Comm: ſcary, his Surrogates, Deans aud Archedeacexs, withatt 
Officers of State and Power within ſuch-prefixed bounds'and fi- 
mics, which is called his pecxier Dioceſs ;| and eicherthey' mult 
meanthus, or miſtake the m—_—y the Covenant ; which yet 
doth very.plainly.deſcribe the Prelacy to be extirpared, to be a 
Gvernment by Res, Bi ſhops, their Chancellowrs Comme 
ſaries, Deanr,8&c, And then Sir I muſt deny,not that they ths 
f for 1 muſt believe the profeſſion of cheir thinght,though'T think 
ic range ) bur chat there is any good ground. for ſuch rhowghrs ; 
andthe opinion of an Univerſity, yill not without good demon« 
firation-in this point, begert ſuch ought; in me , 7 hat the As 
poitles by wertne of their ordinary power. and ; anther ity: derived. 
fron Chriſt ,and deputed Governours —_—_— did ever rffa« 
bliſh this Epiſcipsl Government jor It: WaSaccordihy i to the 
wind, and after the exansplt of Teſws Chriſt,wbo bimſelf did ne- 
ver exerciſe 4 Pompous and Princely power- over his Diſciples 
bur converſed with them as his Peers. and Equals; andgave them 
in charge.that they ſhould-not afkeA Sup: riorvty ont over axether, 
& Princely power over Geds Heritage: +11! © 1 

I mult put theſe Maſters and Schalars-of Oxford; to prove by 
plain and pregnant Seripture, That rhe Office of th- OM 14/try may 
in Ordination be divid:d,and only ſame part of-1t be com» 
micred;ſo'the Deacons may preach net ton, : 
he Lords Supper. .  - 23ortS 5147 Frm 
That there are wore orders of the CMiniffry than one, the 

op' or Presbyrer,. or more Officers in the Church, than 
\Elders and Deacons, appointed by Chrit or his 


by their Apoſtolica] Authority, who have only deſcri it 


qualification,and direfted the Ordination-of theſe rwo, and no 


more.. the Presbxrer (in whom is required the ſame 
lification, .t whom 1s to be yielded the ſave gre membgerrs Tat 
and refpef3; who recceiverh the ſame ordination, and is rped 
nichche ſawe daty, andinvefied wich the ſame prey of feeding 
and governiag the Church of. Jod, wiahche Bilbop, and gone 


's , 


he'$afming of SPPegere Pete 


IS mr.ordoy Grows jt fabjeirll 1 m 
be'ruleddy him andaecco cxgraifehs Office, bur! Bal 


ez. andrharthePrevbyrer 5 bound 
-\' Thar: certain” parnicatar Proofs or Dean; ſhould be cbnſi 


fv 


Biſhop as bu 


The force of mand (oldgee a Onbedrel Coni 16 the BY p,toadvife wich 


'the'name- of >Deavs,, Deans and 


nantcd againſt, ee is Anas _ wds, to Ele&the Biſhop in Va 


Giri lib. Is 


cancy, and hold , confliture Canons, andexercile all Juriſ- 
overall Chu nd Miniſters, nor beinz ſo much #8 cho» 
ſen by chem, ar berg oonRot, much commuſſion ſo 


$0.do."- 

wh { Tharany, he Abixiſie of Bj -doth fart chirped withal 
the \Congregations and" Paſtors of thens 1s 0he Conmy , or Wang 
Conmres wxak ing one Drecefs; andbeby vertue of office bound 
ro the inſpection, and Paſtoral CorreMion and Government of 
them and tharths feverel Biſhops of oWagpog be themſelves 
ſabjet roone Eiderropelires Church! and Arch-biſbop, ro whom 
ſwearobedicnice, and (hall be ſubje& tro be by bins (© 
, otdored and corrected } ſure if the Word of ape 


of - dugree; 
nas there: ight, or Apo Taflorot 
of RE doChachas England; wharis not forthe 
exher by che Parhers of the: Counted 6f Trent ; and'by. Belar- 
wine that Cardinal Popes ( Cham pion; and who cafideny 4 94s: 
ww ad onens, CceF 
t it Bits ind Miniers of the Golpel hay eh ; 
and Putin by Tiogervns and Depi pits-r\C onto 
glee? - p/n Ri 
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; op ig is. the Fer of Comment yok gan Caſuilty 

t 6binh,, is if not vine Right by. immediate-precepe 
yas God , yt eſtabliſhed by the Arotles according to the mind, 
and after the example of their Maſter, Teſus Chriſt, and rhat 
by vertne of their power and authority, as deputed Governours of 
the Church ; or ackermith theic ch are very vainand imper- 
tinent, for notan Epiſcopal Government wherein ali-che Biſhops; 
Miniſters of the Church within any-Cicy, Countrey.or Kingdom, 
inveſted with equal authority and digniry , being all of che ſame 
Order, do by.Common Council govern the Church ; * bue ri 
fpecifical Prelacy, preſuming it ſelf ro be an Hierarchy, or holy 
Government, not tob2gain-ſayed without high profanefs; or 
with-ſtood and deſtroyed without ſacr:{edge, formally exifting in 
eArch-biſheps, luperiour Princes toBuhops ; Brſhops, Soveraign 


| Lordstoall Miniſters or Presbytets; an{enjoying the Randing 


Cathedral Counci), and ſubordinate Judges, Deans, Archedeacons, 
"Deans and Chapter, and tranſmitting their power, and Epiſcopal 
authority to ( hancello yrs andComm'ſ[aries ;.and fo ruling with 
all Rare, and pompous attendants z not only the arefcfſien of 
R :11g10ngbut proprue y of enjsyments,1s Covenanced to b2extitpa- 
red.I hope Sir, that theſe ſerious men would not cozen their own 
conſcience, and cheat the World; by their obſervation + Cove 
nant would bind ws againſt. Epiſcopa:y and Bijhops in general ; 
and not take notice how it is limited toone particular kind ; and 
then Sir I muſt befree to tell chem, That the Doin? Right, or A- 
poſtolical Inſtitution of this Epiſcopal Government, is buta think, 
ſo, of no more value th:na dream ; for I not qply think, bur 
am ſure, the- libraries of, learning, in all chat Famods Univerſity, 
will never lay us down this Form of Governmentin the Church 
of Epheſus (hos, I ſhould grant -7;methy to have: been a Bi- 

op therein) Antioch, Philippi, Creet, or the ſeven Churches of 


- Aſia ( ſuppoſing their Angels to have been Biſhops) in all which 


I deny nota Government by Biſhops, and thoſe made by the Hoty 
Ghoſt; to whom I will preſutne 7 think: had I then lived, and 
been inveſted wich that Miniſterial authority I now byGods grace 
enjoy, poGr, ſimplz I,. mizht have Rood upas a Peer, or at leaſt 
. Biſhop Suffragan 3, and if they give not ſome Scripture inſtance, 
1 think, Eccleſialtical Rory will never prove the Apoſtles eftx- 


.bliſhed thus Forms of Gyverpment, us. the Charch ; or atileab,, net 
| 206 606 a, DY 
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2 The Faſtnine of. 4. Peavey Petvers:, 
by: dhe Mpofolicatip bar and -nohority; is woynted by Chrift 
$overneury + be Clach hd ion an nt" ++ pt Mew 
according to the mind of Jeſu Chrif their Maſtr ; te 
being rey inzonli{tegr with the quality of his Kihydoth, atid 
tated parity of his Miniſtvre. * | 
- 'Sit; (vr Reverrnceiney peak & ) Tchisk it had been ve- 
jp fries the fearniny vodgraviry of this leaftied AﬀetnVly, to. 
ve laid down in thi3 caſe bf eonſcienee, ſorhe cttar Reaſons 
for theit conjeure of (his Divine 269 ht, whd ital Inſtitn-- 
tion and Eftabiifhmo © And the tather , fot that Nicholas 
hab affirnied, Gama: foe Patriarchs onnſiiber wprrtm, froe Mh- 
tropelran privvanusgant Epiſcoparninms Cthedras, vel Ertieſinr wer, 
froe ——_ vdihis dipnitany, inffiture Romana Etcltfia : 
That appointed alt Eccleſiaſtical Digniries of Brſhopr,. . 
Th  ufl5ch-biſtapr, Drans, Arch-deatons,& ec, And Pope * Latins and 
Apud Gratian. Clement, with whoth agreech Peter Lombard, and out own Hiſtu« 
DiR.22- Cap:1+ rjians, That King Lx:44s 1Rftitaed three Arct-biſhopricks , and 
* Diſtin&. 80. *rwemey froe Biſhopricks In tft tom and fea of the three Atch- 
lib. 4. dif. 24+ ; 4nd ewemty five flamient : And that Devotms, the Biſhop: 
* Brit. Hiſt. lib, of Wincheſter, fling into the ſcat of the flawtn thererf, had 
O_— all the poſſeſſions within twelve Milts compaſs cont aining thir- 
Lichto, 1D. 4.6. $0 5k es, conferred on Lins and bi Clergy + And the Arch-- 
16. fol. 163. 7. , k . | 
Pagers Chii- bihops and Clergy of England, in 12:7 Iſt itwtlon of a 
ſtianography- Chriffren man, dedicated ro Htnry theeighth, have told all the 
Foxe ſaith 23 World; it i ont of all dont, that there 3s ne mention madenei-- 
chicf Pricts veer in rhe Seripeart, neirhet it the Writings of any anthenieal 
> and Door, or Aufior of the ( hwrth being within the time of the ' 
Monuments. p. Apofties 3 that Chrift did ever maks or infliemte «| #5ftinfiow 
96: or- differerre to be in the pre-tminente of Power, Ordtr, or Tuti|- 
Fol. 59, 60 UJ;fljon berween the Apoſtles themſelves, or betweeu the Bhops 
th:mſelver; but that they were all equal in Prwer, Authority ,. 
and Tarifdriticw; and that thert-is ww , and frnce the tit: of 
rhe Apoſ ter, ſuch difference among the Biibope, it was deviſed 
the antrem Fathers of the Primicrve Charch, for the ttnſecyatron 
of good ordev. and wity of the Cathotick Charch ; and that 5- 
gher by the conſent aud nuthority, or elſe by the premmifſton and 
faffering of the Prirer, md erorl power for the rime ruling, the 
fhrd Fathers conſidering the infinte multitude of Chriffiant ſo 
greatly invreaſad taking vxnmy ts from. thr Old Tr ffament thaughe 
; 38 
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is pxppdicnt 19 weeks digrees among Biſhops , (nd te liniet "thesr 

Cn core ſdilfian and Power : And 

this Form of Gayernment will ſeem to be more Jewiſh, P 

Paganiſh,or a belt Political and Civil, than Apoſtolical; the laſt 

of which,the Statutes of our Kingdom do declare it ra beaficm- 

ing that the e Areb-biſhops, Biſhops, Arch-deacous, and orher Ec- 

cliſiaftical perſons. have no manner of Juriſdittion Eccleſiaftis#!, ,g Hen. cap 

bat by, undiy, aud hw the Kings Royal Majeſty and Patrick 26.31, Henr,8. 

Jp =" Arc l op of Sainc Azdrewes in Scotland, Anno cap+ 95 10: 37. 

i5g91- in bigRecancation at the Synod at F:ffe, profeſſed fin- — wy 

cerely,ox anime; That Biſhops and Miniſters. are by the Wordof "s oy wg 

Ged equal, ard the Hitrarchy or Superiority of the Biſhops, nulla | 

xitityr verbs fndewenta: And I think it had been but Reaſon 

ſome ſatigfaRory anſwer had been given to Gerſom Bucer his 

Diſſeriationes de Gubernatione Eccleſia; Dideclaving | his 4ltars 

Dapaſconmm; Cartwright's Exceptions ; Paul Bains his Diaceſarn 

Tryal, Senefty wwe ; and __ Mr. William Pryvs Publick, 

and Poftitve Challenge jn the ping of T:mothyand Tir, 

which 7 think will be od Grecas Calendas, before the thi 

of an Univerſity had been publiſhed as a tumbling Block to 

peoples ſwearing of the Solemn League and Covenant, when 

thereunto called by Parliamegr. + 

. » Butic may be Sir, I run roo faſt; methinks rheir cbink, ſe af 

Divige Right and Apoſolical eftabliſhmenr, is aſſerred very faine- 

ly, and therefore it is reſtrained and limited with an Epiſcops! A- 

*; , bath @ fairer pratemion, and may lay 4 juſtcr tixke 

and cloum to @ Divine Inſiungion, than Payal (+ dine? a, Pregbyy 

tyrian Denucrecy or Iudependens : Yeu I aut ſay, fair pretenſi- 

on, and comparative claims. are very weak props againſt Patlia+ 
Raſolves, and the power of an Qath ; it myſt be plain 

and yadeniaþle Divine Right mult Rand againk them. 

Bus what is.that they call Eprſcopa/ Ariſtecracy; Are nat 
theſe learned men atifiaken in their rerms? hath not Exglands 
Bpuppery been ever deemed a Monarchy? and of the ſame 
king, bur lower degree with Papacy | blow can it be conformable 
to the Government of the Nation, which theſe very men ell us,is 
rome ning = we Empire, Menarchyp.11.tand efiablifh chat 
Maximane Hiſhep,uo Kirg of it be an Ari ! Whoever deem» 
ed Presbytecy a Damocracy ? A” colouablagroundean 

2 IK - 
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irbeſddeemed ? Jothnor this Form fix the Goverrinient inthe 
fſemores and Hlluſtrior pars popub: : The Officers of the Churctr or-. 
dering ail, ang tuli-g the whole Church, .exchud ng the 
zation'from all Afts' of Government; faye « fhewing:beir juſt 
reader be 2 


excefs-ah to any Crder, Office, of (enſure? If P 
Demerracy, Whar cars Independency be judged? I find theſe 
''> learned men bythe nicery of this diftir Rion, at a /2fs for its 
- name , as wellthzy mighc, and ſo-I ſhalt leave 1r , and ſuppoſe a 
willingneſs inthe Univerſity of Oxferd toafſent ro DoRor his 
takers Theſis, That Regimen Eccieſia non eft Monarchieum, nec 
. ; Mr oftocratiturh. neo D: mocraticnm, fed D-mocratica Mniarclsca 
 Aiiflocratia; Thatthe Government of rhe Church is a Formal 
Ariſte«cr icy, qualified with ſomething of CMonerchy, which he 
means nt to be the tuperiority of Prelates,and Demecracy; by 
which-is not meartthe ruling power of the people, ler but this 
earned DoRor explain himſelt, and Mr. Thawas Cartwright ex- 
pound, nay, trapfhace his words; and we ſhall find s Governmene 
which will lay-a> very fair claim unroa D vine Righe, S/ ve/1rmas 
Chriftum ipſum refþ ſcere, fuit ſemper Eccleſia Regimen Monars 
Whitak. oper, 6hitum ; fp Ecc 'epe Precbyteros, qui in Doftrina & Diſciplina ſu- 
Tom. 2.deRom. 45. partes wpibant Ariftecraticum.; fi tatums corpus afro for 


Pone. Queſt, ,,, us in Ele&ione Epiſcoporum. & Precbyitrernin, ſufrigia firc- 
-—» >— bat ; ita tamey wt ee ſemper Presbyieru # ate mm 
Cartwrighs craticum;. whicli (ai rwright thus renders, Tis Church'ss go- 
£ ft Reply to 28>xcd with that kind of f overnment, the Phil>/opl ers have af-- 
# bitakers gife, firmed #0. be the belt 5 fer in rifpeft of Ci niſt the head-(not his 
Page 35- Yiraror Superioricy of - ſingle Prelates)) 12145 # Monarchy; in 

'& of the Ancients | and Paſtonrs that govern in common ; 
( alt the Presbyrery ) mirh kke Authority amon g theniſclues (nor 
a Superiority over them') :t is an Arittocrecy; and in veſpett 
the people are not excluded, but bave therr intereſt (unto exce- 
prion} in Charch-matters jt is a Demceracy': If-then theſe-men 
will rake dowr the towring .power of .Prelates,and rurn' cheir 
Magiſterial Throne into a Minifterial:Chairez- and bring into the 
Caliedra Council of Deans and-Chapters,all the Presbyters,and 
ler theſe lofry perſons ftand amoneſt their Fellows, rill'by 'com- 
mon conſent, for common order one of them be ſer inthe Chair 
owe regulaze the:Affembly,declare their ſenterice, 


-_ 


ſee.torhe execution of. theic Decrees, and fuhmpn _ 
| gener, 


NUM 
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gether, they (hall conſticute a Government, which / thixk will 


not only fairly pretend wnto, but plainly appearto have an Ape-" 


lical Inſtitai518 and Eſtabliſhment ; and there are very many 
[hs = en re area my opinion; — then 
we needno-more diſpute the matter of excirpation of Prelacy z 
for in thus ſenſe the Covenant will rather eſtabliſh ir. 

. Their 245% /+ of Divine Right runs into: a» aſſurance of 
wniverſel winterrup ed [neeeſſion of this Form of Government ws 
all Kingdoms that have been called Chriſtiav, for fifteen hundred 
years together, without any confiderable oppoſition ,. ſave that of 
Aetius, wEich ſprang from diſcoment, and g4in'd him the r puta» 
tion 4 an, 18/47. 

his is Sir,the old,only, and uſual guard of Prelacy ;I will 


not deny Antiquity its due Reverence, though T pur 
nor conſent unto ucan Authoricy equal with ,-or as the 


ma give a clearer conviction, than direftion, and aſſert things 
naſt one , rather then that they ſhould be done. and conti- 
nue | 


"Trig well if their ceorain ofwraxce in mattarol, FeRt, be 8 


ny better bottomed, than. cheir rþink, /o,, in (point; of Divine: 


Right. I know.nor what might be-( their w1doubted' teſtimony 
of ancient Records, and later Hiſtories, for they mention: none ; 
and therein their faith muſt beunto themſelves ; but by ſuch An- 
cient or Modern Hiftories as I have obſerved, it is-yery difficult to 
find tivs Form of -Goyernment. ( which mult relate unto that to 
be extirpatea bythe Covenanc, or elſe it is vain ).co-bave been e7- 
ther »niverſal, or unint:r/upted in all Kingdoms that haye been 
called Chriſtian, for half fifteen hundred years ; for if. they ac- 
count backward fromthe time of their writing, they will find a 
violent interruption,and indeed extirpation of this Form of Go- 
vernment by Chriſ:an the King of Denmark, i the yeat 1537; 
as contrary ts Chr:ft Lis inſtitution z and then they wi.l Joſemore 
then one of rheir. fifteen hungred years wiriout interruption, and 
that 3» 4 Kingdom call:d ( briſtian; and this Sir was to ſenſe, 
whatever it was to reaſon, 4 #0-e. conſiderable oppoſition then that 
of Acrias ; notto' mention the sxterrs; tions and. extirpation- 1n 

cotland ; which I preſume.may be rorchem of lictle weight, thar 
peoplein their eye ſcarce appearing Chriſtian. Far 


"7 


on ic, The Anciquiry 
" ; E - 
dolizg it, above ehg Scriptures. , . I confeſs in maccers, of Fo Ut ng Gy 


= 


» 
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drchigiſzpi wen ig Boe thedval Epiſcopat Dioonſy: 


nia nulli f uerant ; 


donde Yon 
+4 
Fo 


',, Andif. they will account fotward,from the Nativity of our 


Loed, their fiftcen buygred years of pavceſal, noimerrapced, E- 


Biſhops, Deans, Deens and 


ſropal Gongramee by Aveh-biſmys, 3 

 mdlicife very heavily; foe let it be conſidered, that the 

dividenand difribution of Churches into Parithes and Dioceſ- 
ſes,came not into the World fer mere chan two hundred and fixty 

Polid, Virg.In- Yn 

vens.l 44-9, 


and untill that time,ſmall Towns- and Villages had theze 


Bdhops, and all Biſhops were before and afrerchar choſen by the 


, het by their Princes; and ſo long there could 
no Metropolitan, eArebiepiſcepal ſeat, nor Ca- 
vill rhey give an Irifh' 
es man leave totell chem, that Saine Pary:ch (eng inco 

dy 


Ireland by Elearherine, more than two hundred years 
after Chriſt, did conſrcrate as many Biſhops,as he did 
conflitazeChuvrches jn that Kingdoms three bundred and 
flx2y five of each ? and that frem his rime, to the 

eoming in bf Fobaxver Pappris, the Popes Legare, 

Anne 11 52. there were no Arch-biſhopricks in thar 


Girald. Camby. Yopograph, Kingdom, and yer it was called Chriſtian ; andjfthe 


Hiber, diftis#. 3- $4p- $7: . infigace not 
Fid. Te eli ' ther Ri __ 
ſed by the Anci 
an Epiſtle to 


offend them, 1 would mind them, 
{Khor, che lare Primate of Armayh, in 

Su . bis T ; De Primordiis Eccleflarum Britannica- 
Sir Obiſte- raw, pag. $60, doth effirm out of Fob Major,De 


her Sipthorpe, Knighwpag. Goſſhs Sootorum, That in ancient times; the Sco:s 
$8. 


were inſiyutled in the Chriſtian Faith by the Priefts 
| and Monks, and had ne Biſhoys, before the Coming 0 
Palladius invo rheir Co 3 avd after that Palladius made 
| \ they had no Djoreſe, wit Nalcoline, the third King of 
nd ;" bat every BY did exerciſe bus Epiſcopal Puri, 
wherever he came ; whe alſo John Pordoy, $cotichronicos: 
Bb.z. cay.8. on the ſame account; ſo that then we ſhalf nor 
find this Form of Government by D:pceſax Biheps Cathedral 
Churches, end by Aveh-biſheys, to have been re ived in ſome 
Kingdoms half fifreen hundred years ; and what then becomeg 
of the aſſurance of theſe learned men ? { 

- Moreover, though the ao of Aerine ſeem in their 
eye an ixconſiderable one, yet iris ſuch as fiateda principle,which 
being once admirced ( 2s ic cannar be denied ) and obrained bue 
liberty to be improved tothe direftion of —— » 
_ Pr » 


- 
GE: ea «et ot oc» act ©». wa» £5 an 
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praiſed, will ſubvert r 


wt; 


rig 
ed by the occafion on which it was divulged Hay 
content 3 WE mult ſay that Dsſcontent is a 
Io ez and God knoweth how ro make mens grodges grind out 
| ledge of his truth, mind and will ; I hopeit will be 
bur a poor defence of the Popes Supremacy in England, 
_to-ſfay that King Hewy theeighthin a ) humour di 
off municated and here the Reaſon 
u the ſame; a noiſe is made, and advantage caken,that Her; 
us t»as reputed an Herezich,, for affirming the parity of Precby- 
ters with Biſhops ; and yet Sir, it would be well nored by whom, 
and by what authority he was bratided asan Heretich; ic was nor: 
by any Conncilyor Primitive Parhers ; Dut by ofie only.man; Ep. 
phanims, chough to be Reverencal in the Ciureh yer by this a. 
miniſters lictle cauſe of regard - 1+hink tnan} in Oxford witl be 
loth to have Arminian nowons { more 1t8 tothe. grate of 
God, than Acrias notions to good order publicly damacd as 
Hereſis, which yet were 0on:emned by the goed of Dort; and. 
rhough that were not a ral Council, it wins more Authoriry 
than the cenſure of Epiphanins ; Saint  wgnſlive therefore re- 
peating the opinidn of Aerixs, as reciced by Epiphanins, doth 
more modeſtly denominate it, Propravm Dogma ; and others re= Aug»P.de hare? 
peatingche Hereſies of Aerinr,make no mention of this, among S%%: ©:p. 53. 
them ; tor indeed was there Reaſon,if in the Council of Treas, 
Michael of Medina were deſervedly chien, for ſaying, Hierims | 
and Anitin fell into the Herefie of ' eAcrias, and afÞrmed the de- _ of the: 
ee of a Biſhop, was #9 greater than the degree of « Prieft + 1 _ - 
that is not Herefie m eAcrins, which ts Orthodox in An ha go 
itn, Jerom, andothiters ,. truly Sir think the ingenuity of the ONE 
Maſters and Scholars of- Oxford, might have led them to have RR G——— 
conſidered, and tmdeed publickly cantradicted *, the Caralogne Appendix to 
of teflinronies in all Ages, epudearng Biſhops and Precbyters 48be his unbiſhopy 
one equal, and the ſame in Juriſdittion, Dignity, Order and De ing, Timothy 
grcez. wtereby in fave ſeveral ſqaadrons, Chriſt and bus Aphr, —_ 
[141 188) , 
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Trnjtins, Poficarpus, Anaclerws Fuſtin Martyr and niany of the 
ncient Fathers; Pier wed 3; egheryn Hugo.C Es and 


mmavy other Canonifts and Schoolmen ; the #alde»/es, Alphon- 


[ns,Caftro, G erſomns Bucer, and 2 multifuce of-Forraizgn Di. 
vines and Charches j our own, Sedalns, Anſelme,Brda,Occhans, 
Fulk; Fucl, Reynolds, Whitaker, and almoſt who nor, in every 
place and age, are produced, zs thinking che ſame thing, which in 
Aerius is called Herefie ; for certainly fo general a conſent to a 
concluſion ſo weighty, is a v#ry conſidrrable oppoſition direAly re- 
-pu gnant to their confidence of an wnverſal wninterrapred ex« 
erciſe of this Formif Government ; for now had Epiphanias more 
warrantably,and on better grounds called this a» Hereſie,T ſhoulds 
not much regard it; nor will their aſſurance on this Argument 
avail, to eſtabliſh this kind of Prelacy, orto anticipate the pro» 
ITniſe o» Oath of a due endeavour toextirpare it. X 
We ſee Sir there is nothing of weight in the Government, 
Ether on the ſuppoſed Apoſtolrcal [nftitmtion,or ancient nniverſal 
whmterrupted praftice, that could bar from taking , much leſs 
bind unto the brgaking of this ſecond Article of” the Sulemn 
"League and Covenant ; let us confider what isin the ſtate of 'the 
Church of Exgland, which uy bind the perpetuation of this 
arthe ext:rpation thereof; ant 


exception t0 (har -in their fourthexception to this Article , wherein they tell 


the ſecond Ar-, 
ticle of theCo- Us * 
Venant 


£ 
Ik, ik L 


 Inreſpelt of the (hurch of England, they cannet (wear to 
extirpate this Government, for three Reaſons, Weng +140 
* I, The inconveniencies Which attend all Change in Gi- 
vernment 3 and in this is like to be great, it being deeply roored 
in the Laws, and of ſtrong influence on the Civil State, _ 
2. "Repugnant to the Declaration of the Commons in Pat- 
liament.' * | 
| 3. And a ftriking at the ſonndation of this Famous Charth 


of England: "0 


"Unto all which I cannor bat briefly ſay, Thar the rwo fit 
ſeem in my thoughes very little ro reſpe& the Church; for the 


* alteration which might enſue in the Civil State , might conſiſt 


with; ard conduce. anto the being, and wel{-being of SCRE; 
a an 


» 
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and the declar:d purpoſes of the Houſe of Commons might be 
contradifted without any great reflexion on the Church. 

2. of calenf s of inconvenient effetts , muſt not intercept a 
duty ; Taeſe efte&s may be accidencal, ch&dury politive ; and ic 
is the prudence of Legiſlatours to. fore-ſee, and prepare againſt 
ſuch inconveniences, as may happen on the alteration of Lawes, 
and Forms of Government; I queflion how far the care thereof 
lieth on private perſons or ſocieties: And if theſe jealouſies were 
of weight for continuation of Epiicopacy now, why not at the 
deſtrution of Monaſteries and Abbies,and excluſion cf the Popes 
Supremacy 2 ( which was the root, to which Prelacy is but a 
Branch ſince continued ) in conjunRion with, and influence on 
the Civil Rate, by Magna Charta,the grant of theglorious Kin 
Saint Edward, and moſt of the ancient Lawes from whi 
this Government doth at this day draw its ſap and tirengrh. 

The Declaration of Parliament pleaded as a Bar to this 
extirpation, doth offer Reaſons for its alterations, which I think 
are of weight; ( viz. ) its trenuous Rudy and endeavour to ef- 
fe& 4 conjunttion between Papiſts ard Proteſtants, in Dottrine, 
Diſcipline and Worſhip, being before agreed in judgment: irs Ty- 
rannical impoſing « Lyturgy on Scotland, and enforcing it after 


an happy pacification by tus late Serene Majeſty, with the Belluns 


Ep copa'e ; I's violence and cruelty to Religion » and Religious 
»ex, 11 the Star Chamber, and High Commiſſion Courts ; and 
what themſelves obſerve, its 5nfluence on the Civil State , which 
made t' is Prelacy odious in all Ages, and was a very likely.provo- 
cation to its extirpation in England, as in Denmark; andif they 
will but pleaſe to conſider, that /inful ſuperiority over the CMi- 
ziſters of the G'ipel, which is the anima arimans, very form of 
it, and cannot be capable of any remedy, but by its ruine; all 
which having been publiſhed in print, by many Petitions to, 
Speeches in, and Declarations from the Parliament, might have 


| offeres Reaſons for the extirpation to counterpoiſe, nay, weigh 


own all feared inconveniencies which might ariſe, had theſe 
learned men pleaſed to have obſerved chem ; ſo tharif the Houſe 
of Commons did any way declare the continuance of it, it was 
from their indulgence and willingneſs by all fair means,if poſſible, 
to regulate it, rather than any mecir of the Government it ſelf. 


N 4. But 
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4. Burrhe ſuppoſed repugnancy of this branthof the Co- 
BOM. unto the 7: hams of: the Houſe of C:mm3ns, ignot to 
me ſo viſible;theſe Geptlemen refer ns untotheRomonkrance of 
De: mber the fifth, 1 641.and rel{ us, Thar rhe = of Commons 
Remoenftrated, that it was far from th.ir purpoſe or d-ſire , to 
aboliſh the Char: k-governm. nt, but rather that all the Memb.rs 
of the (hurch of England ſhmid be regulated by nes 
Order and D ſc:pline, as are eltabliſhed by Þarlszment : Whic 
words, by the variation of rhe char2Qer I imagmed,to be the 
words of the Remonftrance ; bur on ſearch, and ſecond reading 
of the Remonſtrance, Tfnd no ſach ſemence tn the ſame; ſome 
parts of the ſentence in the Remonſirance , themſelves have 
tranſcribed in the Margin, and it is this, They 1»fiuſe into the peo 
ple, that we mean to cbolifh all Church-government , which Texc 
will not juſtifie or allow their inference , f6r it proclaims not the 
Parliamens purpoſe, bur Malignants po'icy; not that ic was far 
from their purpoſe or defire to ext;ypare this kind of Goucry. 
w»ert ; butrhar the malice of their enemies did infuſe they would 
ab>liſh «i Goversment : Curely Sir, prejudice was very prevalent 
in theſe learned men f Oxford, which made them read inftead 
of a complaint of grievance, a Declararh'n of parpoſe ; and from 
the comphinrs of a general charge, to intend to abo/5ſh al Go- 
vermnent, to infer « purpoſe of preſervation of this | Hem 
Government, as1f alf Government were mchudedin ir; had they 
pleaſed ro have read the whole ſentence, they would have ſeen 
that the words were much more general, aboliſh af Govtrnment, 
and lexwue every man to bis own fancy, for the ſervice and wor- 
ſip of God, which they might nor do, and yet extirpare the Pre- 
{aty, and late Epiſcopal Government of Erglend; no marvel 
that this miſtake makes them imagine,and inſert into the Reaſon, 
a rather that «ll the Members ſhould be regulated, &c. which 
defire is not therein expreſſed, but only a profetfion of their know- 
tedoe, That His Majeſty was under God entruſted with the Ec- 
clefiaſtical Law, to yegulate all the Members of the Church » 
England by ſuch Rules of Order and Diſcipline,as are eſtabliſhed 
by Parliament : Tthink Sir,a profeſſion of. kts Majeſties Preroga- 
ve, is vaſtly different from'a Parliamnrary propertioning of 
_ the Prehates preheminence ; and. the Ktags' Supremacy may be 
acknowledged, when the Biſhops are degraded, and ſer _—_y 

Ic 
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Proatp'ciced, and declaring the boly Church of Engla 


The Faſt ning of St, Peters. Fetters, 


their proper Peers : And now Sir, this repsgnancy between the 
Covenanted extirpation,and Parliaments purpoſe of perpetuati- 
on, appeareth a think ſo, of like nature with the eLpoſtolical 
Jnſtumon of this Epiſcopacy ; and it would be enquired whether 
it be more malignity to ſuggeſt to the people 4 purpoſe inthe 
Parliament by chew never declared, and ſo make them obnoxi- 
ous tothe charge of ſeif-contrad:#10n, or infuſe into. the people 
thewerity and plainne(s of their meaning, not to 4beliſh af Go- 
vernment, but to extirpate this kind, which war the whole 
Remonſrance they had declared to be ſo oppreflive and dange- 
rous; if they will evade the »flaence, compaſs and danger of 
the fourth Article of this Covenant i» the firſ# caſe,l dare lecure 


- themfrom it in reference to the ſecond. 


5. Bur the main thing which concerneth the Church of 
England, is her foundation ; which 5f it be removed, what ſhall 
the Righteous do? And theſe ſerious Caſuiſts do tell us, That rhe 
hely Chureh of England was founded in the ſtate of Prelasy, 
within the Realme of England, and they proved it by the Law ; 
( for Goſpel without doubr they had none to prove ir, that laying 
the Prophets and eApoſtles for the foundation, and Chriſt(an ene- 
my to Prelacy)the corner ſtone) and in their Margin they cite 
the Statute of Carlile, 25, Bd. x. Reciced 25. E4. 3. on which 
they profeſs, They dare not by extirpation of Prelacy, frike at 
”w oundatios of the Church, which they are woke 10 pe 

ld. 
om their care of the Church, and its foundation is 
comme ; 


diftigion ? 7 wrpe et dofto1s, Fc. Sir, we-cannot bs 2 = 
to be 

nded-1in the eſtate of Prelacy; but I catinot but and amazed 
to find meg making Apologies, propounding doubts, profefling 
a ſeripus deſire rohave conſcience fatigfied ; ſo muchto comenc 
thengſelvgs, and coza thei Readers with plain fajlacies4- ſuch 


BY N 2 Sophiſme 


Foxe, his Atts 
and Monu- ; 
ments.p.322+ 2-15, and large Revenyes given by the K1 


Land,as the queſtion occationing the ſame,doth {ry evidence; 
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Sophifne./as b<rrer be{ce ns the £ gick, than Diviaty Schools; 


and commun. Halis, than rhe Rigewr hou's, 
Two-hings ar: to be explain:d. What they mean by - be ly 
Charch? and what founds ton this is, to which theſe Statutes 


relate ? 


Theſe [carnedgnen well know, that by holy Church, in the 
acceptation of that A.e,and of thoſe very ets, the Starure ef 
Edward the fir(t at ( ar/ils, andtheStarute of Edward the third, 
was meant the,P->mpous, Popith Ecclefia{tical Stare, whereof Ab- 
bies and P.tocies were noſmall Members, as in Magna Charta, 
aud other Graats of Kings, which had then ſuch.influence on 
the Civil State, as that no AR: of Parliament could bind, or be 
deemed valid, without the ratifyimg cnſure of holy Charch; 
whoſe manner was by her authority, to curſe all rhat ſhould nor 
keep ſuch Laws as were agreed ; 1with the Maſt:rs and Scholars 
would ſpeak out, andrell us,whecher they thiak they are bound ro 
uphold this holy Chxrch ? otchar the Church of. Chriſtmay nor, 
yea, donot ſubſiſtin Egland, now holy Church is driven our 3 
the Church 6mply Ch:1ttangis very different from the pompous 
Poji(h, kolyChurch, by 

Again Sir, the: fowndation mentioned 1n theſe*Statures, is 


ſutable.co the Fabrik, holy Churches; viz, the remporal er-- 
dowments whereby ſhe was made ſo pom 


which was, Whether the exattrons of the firſt 


pous z' the Lands, Max- 


uits of (, burches 


and Abbies, and all Benefices in England,and the profit of var an« 
cies by Poze Clement, were juſt? andas the very words and ſcope 


of the Statute of 25, Edward 3d.doth plainly declare ; providing 
for the advouſance, and diſpoſal of. all Benefices, and the profits 
thereof, in manner as the founders, that is, firſ# don:ys had efta- 
bliſhed ; and ſo the Prelacy, in which it was founded, is an 1- 
dependency as to Rome, anda ſole Power and Prerogative whicti 


Englapd bad free, andwithin herſelf, in reſpeR of which, in 


the verywords of the Statutes themſelves, it 1 ſaid, 
Rome =/urprng the $-5gniores of ſuch Poſſeſſions and Benefices, 
doth give and grant the ſame to Aliens, which did not, a 
dinals which might wt dwell in B 
Barrop ar eAdvone of the ſaid Benefices ,as- be was not of þ 

for- 


Car- 


n2, or Nobles of the 


The Biſhop of 


z 4s if' he had been 
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«f.r the Law *f England ; ſothat this Prelacy is: purely Politi- 
cal, and the fe :ndation mere profitable than pious ; could theſe 
leaned men b.: ſo-abſurd,as to make the very being of theChurch 
ro ſtand on ſuch a fowndatioz ? were there not Churches of Chrilt 
before Parrons, Poſleſſions and Preſentations? and may they not 
be when theſe large endowments are taken away from the places 
to which they are affined ? Thus Prelacy will determine the 
{ hurch of England by the Fall of Monafteries to have been 
ſhaken 12 the ; rye and by vertuz of this Pol tical Prele- 
e,,the Kings of England have given the potſeſſions of Biſho- 
pricks to their Chancellours, Treaſurers, Secretaries, Kinſmen, 
meer Lay-perſons for increaſe of their means, and have kept the 
Epiſcopal and Archiepiſcopal Seas void, for 2,3,4,5,6, 7, 10, 15, 


9- 


P/yns Cart- 
logue of Teſti» 


20, ard ſometimes 30. years together; by what loadltone do theſe ;*;;ns.for the 


karned men think the holy Charch cid fublit, when her Ptelates P 


her foundation in their ſenſe was wanting ? or can they make us 


believe Denmark or Scetland have loft, or the Reformed Churches hopsp 16 


neyer had the being of a Church of Chriſt, becauſe they never: 
| hador havecxpelled their Epiſcopal Prelacy > Eccleſiaſtical Pre-- 
lacy (like the Perre and Ropes, as inthe time. of King Henry 
the third) have ever been fuch ſwe.ling foundations to the 
Church, and in the Stare, that they have conſtrained the Kings 
and Parliaments cf | Exg/and,as of all other Nations,in alt Ages, 
to exerciſe an. high Prelacy qver them by ſtrift Laws ard ſeucre 
. exaftions to k2ep them within their bounds ; and at laſt to Coye- 
nant the extirpation thereof; wherein the Oxford Reaſons would 
make us believe, we not only pull an old houſeabour our ears, bur 
deftroy the very:Chwrch ; if we. have. not wit enough to ſee how 
they would cofen us by the Law of man, . inſtead of. the Law of. 
God, and afalſe gloſs on fair words. FRE | 

Having found ſo little weight in what 1s urged from the Go. 
vernwent by Epiſcopacy, or the eſtate of the Church of England, 
weſha!l notexpe& much .in what is incumbent upon themſelves, 
acainſt theit Covenanting. toendeavour to cxtirpate this kind of 
Government ; yet that licthe we ſhall conſider, andic relates un- 
ro their perſonal capacities in their. third exceprion:, or 
more publick Obligations in their fifth exception... . 

In reference to their perſonal capacities, they ſay, They. are 
ab. ſatiefied how it. can ſtand nuh juſtice, ingenuity or J- 


JET 


arity of Preſ- 
yrers and Bi- 


7, 
18. 
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Oxford Rea- ty, to Ye nre the extirpation this, Government , waleſs it had 
Ce third ex- Jer "pug unlawful ; Na ark it had been proved inexpedient? 
ception againſt -+ 151.14 have been confiftent with Saint Pauls Faſtice, Human ty 
-— —_ of nd Iipemeity ; for ro him, All things might be /awful, bur were 
relacye not &xpedient, vas a Rule ; bur their Reaſons might refrain cheſs + 
rned men, and they are five in number, 
1. They had Y ſubſcribing the 3 9.aArticles teſtified their 
approbatron of t hat government. 
2. Received orders from their hands, 
+ 3, Pctitioned the continuance way | 
4. Held their Livelyhood under ſuch titles, and in the exer- 
Ciſe of that Government, or ſame part thereof, 
5. Had ſworn as Members of ſuch ſoc eties to preſerve the 
immunities, liberties ana profits of the ſame, 


Unto all wtach I ſhall ſay very briefly : 


x. It is worth their enquiry, whether they ſubſcribed the 

39. Articles jndicionfly and jndicialty,and ſo gave their approba- 
nion to this Government ; we grant, thatinthe 3 g.Articles com- 
monly publiſhed, there is one (viz, ) the 36, which relareth co 
S che Bork: of C onſecrarion of Biſhops 'and Arch-biſhops, &c. But 
| thatic aſficmeth hat Book to contain in it nothing contrary tothe 
Word of God, I find nor, in exber the Latine or Engliſh Copy 
of rheſe Articles which I have ſeen ; theſe learned men ſure read 
theſe Articles with the Parliaments Remonftrance before men- 
tioned, and ſo miſread them borh ; tur ſuppoſe the Arricle had 6 
affirmed, it had Haid no bar to the alteration, or extirpation of this 
Government ; for it might be ( as indeed all our Statures do ſug- 
veſt) a_meer Political, Civil confticurion, and fo ( though an 
Adiaphrron ) not contrary any more than conſonant tothe Word 
of 'God, andalterable arthe pleafure of Eng/ands Parliaments ; 
andthenSir with whatever judgmenc theſe Gentlemen ſubſcribed 
this Arricle, I am furerhere-is not much in pleading ic as a Bar to 

the duty enjoyned by Parliament. Hts 

YetI muſt confeſs Tam nor ſatisfied that the Books of or- 
der'ng Prieft s and Deacons, and Cenſetraticn of Biſhozs ant Arch- 
'biſhyps,did cotitain in them nothing contrary ro the Word F C09; 
d\. for 
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for 1 not be' eve, nor « ut evident to me by holy Striptare, (» 
ancient Authonrs, that from the Ajoſtles tinues there þ been 
theſe orders of MinsHers in Chriſts Church, Biſhops, Prieſts and 
Dexcons ; for I find no Pri:#s in the New Teftament;and con- 
ceive Presbyters and Biſhops tobe no more than different denomi- 
nations of the ſame order ; and make not different orders any 
more than Paſtours, Teachers, Stewards, Angels, Stars, and the 
like ; andif there were theſe orders, yer it is I think contrary to 
the Word of God, to add a fourth, Arch-biſhopsz andif they be 
not an order, bow come they to have the ſame conſecration with 
Biſhops ( a contended for order of the Miniſtry ) and how come 
Biſhops to ſwear unto them obedience ? neither the one, nor the 
other ts common to a gradual preheminence; the Speaker of the 
Parliament, or Lord Chief Juſtice , hath no ſuch like So- 
lemnity. 

I —_ — co —_ ; A an Ordination ts 
ome part of the Mirstry,and give Authority to 0ne Sacra- 
_ = #© the Covenant, = not the other x pgs I clear 
the Deacons Office doth at all confift in Miniſtry. of Word af 


Bapriſ:n,and aflitiance at the Communion; the Scripture ſpeci 


points them to the poor, and to ſerve Tables. 
I queſtion whether mate ſervice iz 4 publick falemn Aſ- 


ſembly be not conrary 10 the Word of God, where all, as-well 


rayer as preaching ought to tend to Edification. 
, 4] ſion whet 


her a Mag terial and Authoritative 8:47 
the Hol\Gheſ ( peculiar to Chriſt, who did ir in reality ) be n, 
contrary © the Word of God? or according tothe words of the 
Anicle, Superſiitionu and ungodly, | 
And whether Mnifiers iwearing ( 4ramcal obediexer to the 
wy or Biſhops to the Arch-biſhops,b: no plainly Papal and 
ungodly 2 * 

, L thele learned men conſidered, and were convinced of the 
conſonancy of th:ſe, andthe like rhtogs with the Word, I hope 
they ſubſcribed this Article yadicroufly ; yet I muſt enquire how 
1udicially ? 1 imagine the Starure of Queen E/;z.ebeth will not 
be produced as their warrant for ſubſcription to this Article z for 
the Articlcs thereby enjoyned, do only c:cern the confeſſi 


_.. 
the true Chriſtian Faith, and DoBtrine of the Sacraments ; and 73* UT Ie 


this particle aw/y,is exclutive to Diſcipline and es. 


”% 
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by thembole.current of ourLaws are concluded to be Political im 
cheir nature;8 onlyEccleſialtical ratione objefti,and at the pleaſure 


of the Magiltrace ; and therefore could not be made an Article of 
the jrme {hriſtian Fauh ; I hope ſuch: as leaverhis Article our of 
theis Cteed;{ball not be ſhut out of the Chriſtian Church, 

-;, NowSir, were there any force in this exceprion to the Co- 
yenant;1 would adyiſe that ſubſcriprion to bz raken into ſ=cond 
thoughcs ; yet ic is as ponderous as the nexr, 


They netfee Orders from their hands, and ſhould ill re= 
guts them for laying their hands on th.m, to lay to their hands 
to rent them np, and cannot tell for what, 


That they ſhould root thim wp who had laid their hands 
on them, was not required ; they might continue Men, Miniſters; 
it islike better Chriſtians, and more painful Proachers, when 
they were not- Biſhops ; 1 hope Prelazes and Prelicy were not - 
inſeparable ; that the one muſt be ruined in the removal of the 
other 3 andour queſtion is of the thing, not perſon ;- in which 
degradation was the worlt they *could do them ; who had they 
been affeRed with the dream of Ry: bard Havering Arch-biſhry 
of Dublin, * That a certain Monſter , heavier than the whole 
* World, ſtood eminently aloft upon his breaſt, from the weight 


+ whereof he choſe rather to be delivered, than alone ts have 


© allthe goods of the World ; when he waked, he thought this 
& was nothing but the Biſhoprick of Dublin, and ſoforthwith re- 
« nounced ic. Ot had they enjoyed rhe ſpirit of eAmtorimu, &- 
lefted Arch-biſhop of Florence, ** who refuſe:{on fear of hazard- 
* ing his ſalvation) toaccept it ; and when thundred inco it by 
<« the counſel.of his friends, frowns of the Magitirates, and the 
« Popes Bull , kept only eight perſons, no Rarely furnicure in 
&« his houſe, no Coach and Horſes, and kepr his uſual method of 
* devotion in his Family, ſaying, They ſhould do hins a ifecial 
« favory to thruſt him from hu Biſho, rich, wherein he contins- 
« ed with very great Regret. They would acknowledge a kind- 
neſs done unto them ; and yet were itan unkindneſs, theſe Gen- 
tlemen were acquitted from the «gr at:tmde;rhey have petitioned 
their continuance, and were not able ro withſtand the pleaſure of - 
their Superiours, on whoſe pieaſure their whole Oy did 

| epend ; 
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be the only Supreme Governor #n all Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and 
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pend ; nor had they been without Parallel ( if nota plea of 
uttice ) © For the Arch-biſhops, and Biſhops of a—_— (Ke 
** chefter excepted ). in the time of Henry theeighth,had vo- 


« tuntarily ( wichour the command of King or Parliament ) Foxr, his A&s 
* ſworn to rootup the Pape (the Apex of this EpiſcopacyJfrom and Monu- | 
whom they had received their Palls, Properties, Power ;-I had 2s Þ: 564. 


almoſt aid Papacy. 

Their third Reaſon I paſs as anexpreſſion of their affeRion, 
only wiſhing ic may have its dependance on right Reaſon ; yer 
confeſs petitioning is every mans liberty. 

- , Andfor the fourth and fifth, 


That they held thiir livelihosds by ſuch titles, and were 
ſworn to preſerve the immmnities, liberties, and profits of the 
fame: 


I only (ay they held them at the pleaſure of che Parliamenr, 
whoſe Power is over ths enjoyments of all perſons, and publick, 
(much more particular)ſocieties againit whoſeLaws,noDomettick 
Laws or Oachs could bind ; and their plea in this,amounts to no 
more than what might be ſaid tor the Monaſteries and Abbres , 
( which I preſume they will not ſay were wickedly demoliſhed } . 
unleſs they prove Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Deans and Cha- 
pter-,to be built on a better foundation, which 1 would not adviſe 
them to ſeek in the Scatute of Carl/le, repeated in the 25. dw. 
3d, in which they are conjoyned, 

Their fifth exception is, 


"In "reſpcit of their Obligation by Oath and Duty to the Oxſud Rex- 
King, and therein their diſſatufattion doth ariſe from the ſons, fifth Ex- 
ception ro the 
| 2d, Article of 
the Covenants 


Oath of Suprema y ; 

Coronation Oath; ; 

The benefit this Government brings unto the Kings Howyr and 
Eſtate ; 


The agreeableneſs of this Government to the Civil Conſtiention of 


the Kingdom. 
Uno which Ianſwer b:izfly, , 
That the Oath of Supremacy doth acknowledge the King > 


over 


The Fetning'of- $t.Pmers Foters; - 

ever all Eiclefiaſtical petfour ;, amd rhat by the Oath of Supte- 
macy, and the proteſiation of rhe fifth of May, they and we were 
» bound (6. maintain the Kings Honour and Eſtattyand Turi/diftion, 
were h F arant ; but in ſwearing to endeavour the extjrpation of 
«bs overnment by Arcl-biſtops, Bifhops,&c. I fee nar the dan- 


aq -d> cer of aiſlyalty or inqury ts the King, or donble Per jury. to our 


{cles gor contradittion to the Parliaments declared ang profeſſed 
kyowledge, that the King 1s entry ſfted with the Eccleſiaſtical Laws 
as well as Temporal ; and therefore wiſh the nature of rhe Kings 
Supremacy may be well conſidered. PRs'y 
That the King is Supream Head and Govetriour of the Sub- 
Ks, diftributively or particularly conſidered, no ſober man will 
deny ; or that he 1s the Supream and Topmrſt Branch and Apex 
of all that Honour, Power and Amthority, with which the Col- 
leQive Body of the Nation, the three Eſtates in Parlament Af- 
ſembled (.1nreſpect of which the Lords and Commons, Merte- 
diet Majeft ati Cauſa,apply themſelves unto Him under the Title 
of Our Soveraign Lord ) no Regular man will Ceny ; and that 
he is Supream in all Exhibu0n aud A adminiſtration of Tuſtice ,, 
ſo that the Judges are by and fn Him, and in His Name and 
Authority ;. and ſo al{ Submiſſion, Honour and Acquieſcency in 
cp Proceedings is to Him, no good Scatift or Civilian- will 
y.; and that He is Supream Head and Governour i» things 
Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical ( Ratione objefti, or circa Eccleſiam ) 
the Executive Admiriftration about ,.not in the Church, within 
His Dominions,in oppoſition ro all Papal and F orrasgn Power , 
no Free-born Subje&, Good Chriſtian, or Proteſiant will deny ; 
but that He is ſo Supream as to have in Hunſelf ſole Legiſlation to 
theChxrch in things Political, but belonging torhe Church ; ſuch- 
25 1s the ublick. National profeſſion of CLriſtian Faith, in ſuch a 
Form and Method of Articles, ſuch a National #wniform and 
publick, method and order of worſhip, and ſuch a National Diſ- 
cipline and Government of all the Churches within His Realm ; 
. ſo as that the People in Parliament Aſlembled, may nor debate, 
conſulr, conclude concerning them ; and ſedente Parliaments, 
Put in execution by preſent ſuperſedeqs of former Ats, and by 
preſent Votes and Orders.of Reſtriftion and Regulation, as in 
ether Affairs of the Nation, I think no Loyal SubjeQ, Wiſe Po- 
krician, Good Stateſman , ar True-born Enghiſh-man w_ af- 
Wm ;. 
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firm z for thar the Supremacy of, the,Kipg is allixed by chepomer 

of Parliamenc;; and1q all Wrics of -Summonschey ate called to, 
conſult che ardent Afﬀairs of the Chxrch, no leſs than of the Ci= 

vil State ; and the thirty nine Articles, Form of Common P:ray- 

er, andthe Government of che Church,lay claimta Agtsof Par+ 

liamenr for their Civil SanCtion , and the Parliament, inthe Re» 

monftrance of December, 1641. ownedand cited by theſe learn» 

ed men, do declare the King entruſted with the Eccleſiaſtical 

Law, to r:galate all the Members of the Charch of England by 

ſach Rules of Order and Diſcipline as are eſtabliſhed by Parlia« 

ment ; and the very Statute enjoyning the Oath of Supre» 

macy , and the Admonition of Queen E1izabe:b, in Her 

InjunRions appointed by Scarute to be the Expoſtion thereof, | ; 
doth oppoſe the King to the Popr,and * Forra:gn power not to the | my oo 
Parliam:nt; and makes Him the executor of all Juriſdittion, me he $0. 
Superiority aud Prehemsnences by any EccleſiafFical pawer or au- veraignty and 
thoruy which heretofere hath been, an1 may be lawfully exercia Rule over all 
ſed;wbich mas alwayes dir. td by power of the Parliament of Eng- —__ of per- 
land : And 1 remember the Lord Chief Baron Bridgemean,in hig oye 
late learned Spe:ch, concerning the Kings Swpremacy unto the ſtics Domini- | 
late condemned Traytors at the O14 Baidy, FI declare the King ons or Coun- 
to be Supream, that is, beyond the (, o:r5ive power of Hug Peopleg iev of whar 
bur not to hape the Tnolfaves ppwer in-His own Breaſt, ſo as to —_ _— 
Rule at His own Will; and the known Efiate of 'Exglarnd-is to of Da ſs 
bz Ruled (andthe Coronation Oath binds the King accotdiogly) as no Forraign 
in all Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Aﬀairs by ſuch Lawes, gu4s ppulys PIver ſhall, or 
eleg:rit, as the people ſhall chooſe ; ſo that His Majethies Supre> —_— to have 
macy is not denied, when HisPcerogative amplified by the Sta- gy? mam 
tute of 1, Elizaberhe, (a. 1. + is contracted and abridged by mon. Enacted 
the Stature of Carol:, 17, Or whenthe Pail ament do ſee good to expound the 
by their Vores, Reſolves, Ocders, or impoſed Oaths, to alter or 2th of Supre- 
extirpace the Goverament which the King was emponredro ex- 71,7 1472 
ecute and adminiiter ; His Supremacy being purely ex:entiveand © fws 
that ſubjeR to the: Legi/lation of Parliament ; upon which ac- 

count thePeoples Oath of maintaining the Honour, Eit ate, . and 


Tariſdiition of the King, may be voided as to th's gud that-parti- 


cular mode 2nd thing; *and yet the Parliament not take upon them 
to abſelve the People from that obedience they owe muder God un- 
to the Kirg 3; 06315 4h; limitation of the exerciſe of Supremes, 

O2 as 
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as to'rhis or thar particular, andin this of that fþecies inconſiſtent 
with, 'or deftructivg'to the Kings Sypremacy tightly under- 
ſtood. Shes 

Andon theſe Confiderztions fet it be obſerved that the Kings 
Coronation Oath to grant, keep; and co firm the Laws ,Cuſtomes, 
and Franchiſes granted to the Clergy, by the glorious King Saint 
Edwatd ;- and preſerve to the Biſhops rheir Charches all C anon.- 
ral prigiledgts, &c. which theſe learned men docire, is limi- 
tecfunto the Laws of the Land, which the People in Patliament 
afſembled ſhall c* ooſe ; according ro which the King is bound to 
Rule for otherw ſe this Coronation Oath will not only bind che 
prypetuation of this Government by Pre/acy ; but alto to the 
Reſtitution of the Abbies and Monafteries demoliſhed, and the 
Popes Supremacy exp:lled z all which were granted to the Clergy 
by che glorious King St. Edward, 

2, Butadmit we theſe learned'men the ſenſe they ſeem to 
putupon the Kings Supremacy ; methinks the modeſt expreſſions 
of the Covenant might have anticipated this exception, it only 
binding us within onr Places ang Calkings ( which might be by 
bumble advice aud ſupplication to the K ing,by vertue of His ©u- 
pream Authoricy to effeR it ) ro endearonr rhe extirpation of 
this Prelacy ; that 1, the Government by Arch-bi(hops , Biſhops, 

; Deans, Deans: and Chapters, and the ike ; but ſuch Was their af- 
fe&ion to'1r, that' they could not defire ; nay, they could not but 
beg of G'd that he would nit ſuffer the King to aſſent there- 
wnro; Which affteRion w2 muſt not think to abare, untill cher 
judgements be better inform'd. wg 
3. As to the benefit which did redound to the Crown by 
the ( ollatien of Biſhopricks and Deanaries, by their firſt fruits, 
and yearly ten:hs, and profits in vacarcies;though ſome queſtion 
the Kings propriety,'notin reſpe& of the Law of the Land, but 
of the Law of God; 1fhall not infit on that; only ſay, That the 
conſtant enjoyment of the full poſſ:fons of them, will'make a 
wnch greater revenue, and maintain to the King 4 greater He- 
our and Eſt atethan the firſt fruits, tenths and prafits of vacau- 
cies, alrhough ſuch vacancies as the Kings of Erglgid bave by ver« 
rue of this Argument continued for the ſpace of F,10, 15, 20. or 
ſometimes rhirty years togerher, taking the profits to themſelves, 


er beſtowiog them on their attendants ;- and vindoubredly —_— 
o 
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the ſame capacity to. ex#17pate rhe whole Government, as ſome 
Epiſcopal Seas; and to enlarge the-Revenues of the Crown by 
the Reverſion of all the profits of this Government , and the abo- 
liſhment thereof, asto continue ſo Jong vacancies; moreover, 
I would defire to know what is in. this Argument more prevalenc 
for Arch- biſhops, Biſhops, and. their Cathedral Churches, than 
for Abbots and Priors their Monaſteries and Houſes, | 
4. Asto the agreeableneſs of this Gov rnment inthe Chinrch 
to the Civil conſiitution of the Kingdoms; 1 only ſay that I queſtion 
whether the Lord Chrilt, who ceclared his Kingdom not to be of 
this World, will, allow, or do apfgoint the Governments of the 
World to be the ſquare of Government in his Church; and I 
confeſs 1 can hardly reconcile it to his. Regal Power, and & aithful 
eAdminiitraticn is his Houſe; and I muſt have a better Com- 
ment on the Text than I have yer met withall, if it be not pro- 
hibired in theſe terms : Tke Pronces of the Gemiles exerciſe do- 
minion over them, and they are great, and extrciſe authority up- 
on them, but ut" ſhall not F4 ſo py you ; but wloſo:ver will he 
reat among yor, let Lim be your Alimſter ; and whoſocuer wil 
eChif among you, let him be your ſervant, Matth, 20, 25, 26, 
27. Mark To. 42,43,44- Luke 22.23,24. Theſenſe where- 
of made Pope Gregory write himſelf Serum Serverums Dei ; 
Whitehead, and others, refule ; Coverdalle , and many others, 
decline their Biſhopricks, as having.in them alijuid commune 
cam A.tichriſto ; 1chink the Clown his queſtion to the Biſhop of 
Cullen, were worth conſidering, What will become of the Biſhops, 
when the Dukes be damned ? | 
Yet the agreeab/eneſs of Prelacy with England's ill Govern- 
ment, hath not been ſo obvious toothers, as theſe Gentlemen ſup- 
oſe ; the vigilant eye, and (irong hand, wherewich in all Ages ic 
ath been reſtrained; theſe Petre and Rupes, Wincheſt.r and Ri- 
wallis inthe time of King Henry the 39d, were judged very. dax- 
gerows , When they confirained a Covenant without: and_againſ# 
the Kings conſez:,ctoremove them as evil Counſellours, - Mat- 
thew Parts 01.5 ©id Hiſtorian, © notes Biſhops to have ever been 
© the Make-v.:'cs between the King and People, (crewing upthe 
&« Kings Prerogative beyond the conſtitutions of the Ec 
« and liberties, yea, ſafety of the Subje&s ; and chargeth all. the 
«* Warts, Broiles, Miſchicts and Evils of the Barons wang have 
** ſprung 


4b- Fbe Piftning of $t, Peters . Fervery, 
ct ſpru itt, and been'aRed'Þy che Biſhops - And -wheh Kin 
« ' Ph; YO pr deati-beAiFi charged His ſon, f Hewenll 
Rile by His Nobles, He muſt keep His Biſhyps low, 
The premuniries by which they haveever been awed, and 
their late High ('ommoſſton , authorizing them to aR any «p- 
prilat ion, provecatipn, priviledgr, exemption, proclamation, law,ſia« 
tute, whit forver notwithfEanding” ahd their bo/d Hſurpation in 
their owniname ahd authbrities, andunder their own ſeals to iſſue 
forth'Proceſs, Excommunications, Cenſures , and other Judge« 
tents, and rheir mperial Canons 1n 1640. do beſpeak them pre- 
jtdicial rw the Civil Goverment ard Conftirmtion of the King« 
dom 5 and I'think a private ſociety ſhou!d with very much of mo- 
defly afficm the agrecableneſs of thisGovernmenr,after the Par« 
Vore of the Iiament on mature deliberation and debate, as moſt proper 
Loth, of Fwne. Judges , had. voted this Government to have been ford by 
long experience very prejudicial to the Civil State of th ſe King- 
dams: EO | 
Now Sir, as to the ſo often Canted Aphoriſme of King 
Fames, Ne Biſhip, No King ; with which the Prelates and theic 
Prieſts do ſo much ftrive to river their Government unto the 
Crown; 'T muſt befree to ſay, that itis more po/irith then pions ; 
andof no mote warrant or authority, thah the Spaniards one #« 
niverſal Emperonr, and one Pope, or wnverſal Fihp: and when 
the' Scots loyal adkerence to, and adyancement of His' moſt Sa- 
cred Majeſty, unto the Ruine of theirKinsdom , Loſs of their 
Lives and Eſtates, Exile and Impriſonmenc of their Nobles,and 
Conqueſt of their Land ; together with the #rc:ſſavt fruglings 
| of the Covenant intereſt, under S2quetrarion, Impriſonments, 
Mes, and dearh of 'many'; nor ceaſing rill they had (by 
Gods bleſſing) effeRed the Happy and Honourable Reflicution 
'of King and Kingdom, be well con(dered, I hope theſe learned 
Maſters and Scholarsof Oxford will ſee ſome proceedings that 
mayat leaſt weaken their belief inthis political Maxime, 

; We have ſeen Sirtheftrengrh of theſe learned exceptions 
unto the ſecond Article of the Covenant, thegreat eye-ſore of our 
Age 3 and find little or nothing therein, to charge the matter 
thereof with falſhood or injuſtice ; bit that notwithſtanding 
che grudging of proud and profzne men, ir lands in this reſpe& 

_ effabliſhed; they tave herein been long, and confttained 'ime to 
ED LES. {tay 
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to0-long in.conſideration of what they urge 3 « but as ſo 
T0 bz — brief and contracted heady Arn Ac 
ons, wherein they ſuggeſt many ro be gr:at ones, but profeſs to 
rake up with. few, yhich tve-mott needs imagine not ro be of the 
leak welghe.. : way on *32a'k 2% tl atc\ 4 


Unto the third Article they except rothing as to che marrer 
of the promiſe, only they ſtumble ac thoſe words relating to the 


z0z 


: 


Subjeftio quin- 


defence and preſervation of the Kings Majeſty, Perſon and Au- Oxford —_ 


thorny, i» the preſervation aud; defence of the true Religion, and ſons, Excepri- 
liberties of the Kingdom ; which they conceive tobe a limnati- __ the 3d. 
ox of out abſolute duty, by acondicien not atlowable.. reicle of the 


S— 
eco quintd, 
Though ſome do endeavour to- juſtifie theſe words, as 4 p« 12, _—_— ' 
e2ndition put upon our duty by the power of Parliament, who may 

limit the Prerogative of the King, as well asextend ir,and chin 

x will abide a Diſpute, I am not of cheir opinion ; for Ido pro- 

feſs my ſelf convinced, that owr allegrance, and ſo the preſerva- 

tion of the Kings Perſon and Anthor.ty isan abſolute duty found- 

edin the Relarion, without Regard to the Quality, Pie: y or Int 

piety of the Perſon; who is bound alſo to His duty, but not on 

the condition of the Subje&s duty; both King and People: owe a 

Reciprocal duty each to other, and are bound to God to perform 

x; butthe duty of the one isno 1:myring condition tothe other; 

and therefore in all thoſe conteſts for rhe Covenant in behalf of 

the King, which not only 7, but other Mtaiſters have undergone 

in the dppoſutoh of the late /inful- Engagement ; Theſe words Yid.The Exer- 
have been nnderſtood to be 4 predication of the capacity in ©'*ation con- 
which the Kingdom, Parliament and P ne yan, _lo 
oppoſition of Malignants, who divided te King from the Peo- Vieleurton of 


ple; and ſo the meaning of it isthus, #e being in the preſervati-the Oath of 


on and defence of the true Ryligion, and liberties of the King- Allegiance by 


dams, (hall: endeav:ur to preſerve the Kings Majefties Perſqn and -— fame Au- 


Antbority. - 1 wiſh therefore that it may. be obſerved, That the Lanceſhire ak 


words fall into a plain par:mthefis; and the ſentence is entire Cheſhize Plca 

without th2m, and they are fixed at thz end of the Obligarion, for Non-ſub- 

which relates unto the Rights and Priviledges of Parliament, \Ctibers to the 

and liberties of the Subjett, as well as the preſervation of the 13** Engage-” 

King,and yertheſe cannorbe limiced; and this ſenſe is not only ls 
conlonanc: 


chen were, under the <©9i"8 uſurp- 


a 


m— —— __— 
ee ee eee 


— W_— —_ P—_—_— 


w— * « "ESR Rs, 


— 


...'The Faſtwing of St; Peters Fitters, 
conſonant to principles of right Reaſon and true Religion, but al» 
ſo che RR of Ne Pertamene in cheir then mma ; 
and the ſcope of this Covenant, andrhis very Arricle,which clo- 
ſerhwith. a mot Solemn Appeal tothe World, ro bear witneſs of 
our layal:y , and that we bave wo _— to diminiſh His Ada« 
jeſties juft power and greameſs 3 and I hope theſe ſerious Caſu- 
ifts will grant, that where the wotds of an Oath, ſeemingly 
doubtful,mzay, they muſt be underſtood in a good and juſt ſenſe ; and 

chen cheir exceptions to ſuch a limitation in the Covenant, do ya- - 
niſh wich the Hypotheſis on which they are builc and inferred, - 


Unca the fourth Article of the Covenant, theſe Maſters and 
Scholars of Oxford do ſuggeſt ſomerhing in Policicks, which 
ſoundeth as firangely in my ears, as their paſt Divinity; indeed 
they derermine ir not, but only deſire it may be confidered, 


I. Whether this «Article lay not a nec:fſity on the ſon ty 
accuſe his father, and purſue hin to deſtruttion, in caſe he ſhould 
be an Incendiary, Malignant, or evil Inſlyument, as ts in this Ax. 
ticle deſcribed , which they. conceive to be'comrary to Religion , 
N ature and Humanity 

. '2, Whether the ſmearing this Article, do not open a veady 
way to children and hucbands that are ſich, of their fathers and 
wives,by appeaching them of Malignancy, the letter to effeltu- 
ate their unlawful wtentions and deſigns ? 


TotheſeI ſhould have only defired it may be conſidered , 


1. Whetherall pena] Statutes in pointof Treaſon and Fe- 
lony,. open not as ready a way for children and hnebands to be 
rid of their fathers and wiv:s? andthe danger of concealment 
be not a very fair Apology for the ſame ; are they therefore coy 
trary to Religion, Natire and Humanity ? Have they never 
heard of ſuch wickedneſs ? know they not that there isan im- 
paſbilicy of fence againſt malicious accuſations miſchieyouf 
.managed ? Muſt therefore theſe Statutes be voided as wicked,and 
the like be preventedfor time to come? 

2. Did nottheſe learned men takethe Oath.of Allegiance? 
and therein ſwate, That they will to the beſt of their endeavour 
: diſcloſe 


The Faſting of St, Peters Fetters, 


diſcliſe' and mak; known unto His Majeſty, His Heirs and Suc- 
ceſourr, all Treaſons, and Trayterous Conſpiracies which they ſhould 
know or hear of,to e againſt Him or any of Them : May na- 
rural affeRioninterdi& this duty ? or are natural Relations ex- 
empt from this diſcovery > may not miſchievous men find open 
2 ready way to appeal ſuch as ſtand between them and their de- 


fires? or did theſe Gentlemens learning and loyalty lead them to' 


conclude the Oath of Allegiance is againſt Religion, Nature and 
Humanity? | 

3- Mayone time make contrary to Religiun, Nature and 
Humanity,that kind of promiſe,which at arother time, may be 
conſiſtent thetewithall ? Theſe Gentlemen pleaded the proteſta- 
cion of the 5th, of May,1641, as a bar tothe ſwearing this Co- 
venant, and cell us often they ſwore that, andtherein they ſware 
in this Form of words, To my power, and as far as lawfully 1! 
may,1 will oppoſe, and by all good means endeavour to bring to 
- condigne puniſhment all ſuch as ſhall either 7 force , prafiice , 
counſels or confþ;racies, or otherwiſe, do any t ing to the enitra- 
ry of any thing in this preſent proteſtation contained ; will 
pleaſe to tell us whether theſe words be not as dire&ly contrary 
to the fourth, as the fore-going promiſe of this proteſtation was 
unto the firſ# Article of this Covenant ? or doth not this Pro- 
reſftation lay as great neceſſity, and give as fair an occaſion forthe 
ſon to accuſe the father, par purſue him to. deſtruttion ; and ſo 
appear as much againſt Religion, Nature and Humanity, as doth 
the Solemn League and Covenant? 

4+ Tſhould have prayed the judgment of theſe learned men 
on that Law preſcribed by Mo/es ro Iſrael, in Dent. 14. 6, 7, 
S, 9, 10. If thy brother the ſon ji "thy mother , or thy ſon, or 
thy daughter, or the wife of thy boſome, or thy friend which is 
as thine own ſoul, extice thee ſecretly, ſaying, L:t us go and ſerve 
other gods, &c. thox ſhalt not conſent unto him , nor hearken 
wnto him, neither ſhall thine eye pity him, neither ſhalt thou fþare, 
neither ſhalt thou conceal him; . but thou ſhalt ſurely kill him ; 
"thine hand ſhall be firſt whon bim to put hint to death; and af- 
terwards the hand of - all the geo; le, 8c. and all Iſrael (hall bear 
and fear , and ſhall ds» no more ſo wick:4ly 3 did not this Law 
bind to the ſame a& ? give the ſame occaſion ? lay- che ſame ne- 
cefficy | which is laid by this Article of che Covenan 2 
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And was Vw contrary te Religray + Natwe' ani Hiuma- 
wit)? . | 
: ” Dia theſe Gentlemen think we,expe& to be preferred by this 
notion of policy ? or if they ſuggeſted rhis exception by « fpirir 
of Prelacy, will it pot beſpeak that Government prejudicial to 


the Ciyil State, which condemnerh Convenric'es in a&s0f piety, 


but admits F amihes, the Sabje&s.hauſes, the places and natural 
affeftion, tobe the proteQion of Treaſonable, Sedicious Conſpi- 


facies? - | py On 
+ But they adde againſt this Arricle, that it binds to /»ffering 
peviſhment by an arbitrary porer without Law br Merit, contr a- 
Fi t be Liberty of the Subjeft dectared for by the Flou 7 
ommons,, Let us Sir but read rhe words. of the Covenant, an 
that wil evidence a contradittion to the Parliaments Declaration, 
of the ame nature with thoſe we have before obſerved;the words 
are theſe, That they may be brought to publick Tryal,and receive 
rongugne prriſhment , as the degree of their ence ſhall de> 
ſerve, or the Supreme Fu dicatories of both King reſp:Qtvely, 
or ethers having power from them for that fea ſhall judge Coe 
2:mjent c_ If Sir, condigne puniſhment on publick Tryal, accord- 
ing to the degree of ih offence, be without law or meric., and 
#dicatory, Supream Tudicatory, be Arbitrary, High Courts of 
fiiec,and their proceetings will be Juſt and Regulat, and the 
erty of the Subje& ; forIthink them to be- more Oppoſites , 
than che Proreſlation and Solemn League aud Covenant, 


Unto the fifth Article of this Covenant, they profeſs a 


ions ro the readineſs to confederate, but they pretend to a double 
th Article of Reggora. 


the Covenants. 


I, They do wot ſee the happineſs of ſuch « bleſſed peave 
between the three Kingdoms , Ireland being at War hors it 


felf. | 
To.which I ſhould have ſaid no more than this : 


Gentlemen, where are your eyes, and what obſirucs your 
Gght ? when you ſware the Protgliation, you ſware, By all juſt 
and hanawyable wayes 'to exdeavorr to preſerve the union and 
grace of the three Kingdams of England, Scotland and Ireland, 
Was: 


VIM 
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E Was not Ireland then at War within it ſelf? Or have you forgot- 


ten that it was ſo ? or is not the Peace now concluded by borh Par- 
liaments, and confirmed by this Coyenart , a greater happineſs 
of ſettlement then was then obcained !- Sure ſome Rrong paſſion 
a&ed theſe learned men, to make Monutans againſt the Cove- 
nant, -what were CMole-hills when they ſwore the Proteſia» 
tion, | 


But their ſegond Rpmors is, That noperace can be firm and 
well-grounded, which u not bottomed on juſtice, whoſe proper aud 
adequate att, # jus ſuum cuique, wleſs the refpeftirve Autheri- 

» Power and Liberty of King, Parliament and Sub jett be pre« 
feved full and entire, pw, 


To this I ſhould ſay no more then this ; Specifie the defe& 
of this Covenant, as to theſe parciculars ; for I cannot" read or 
underſtand, if they be nor all ſecured by the ſame , ions 
without plain Demonſtration, do ptoclaim jealoufie and preju- 
ry but make no Argument or good Apology againſt required 

uty. 


Unto the hxth and laſt Article,being an Ob/:gatioweff adherence 
to this Covenant againſt all oppoſorton ; they ſay no more then what 
muſt be expeQed,rhat wmtull they be ſatisfied inthe Premiſes ſtat: in 


07 


Oxford Exce- 
jons to the 
xth Article of 


thefo . a reorg of the Covenant, they could not ſubſcribe to this the Covenant, 
[1 


Concluſion ; which we muſt needs admir them, hoping that a more 
cool and ſerious ſurvey of the Covenam,$8eſecond thoughts on their 
Exceptions thereunto, may ſatishe their conſciexresandlead them to 
bewail cheic ay throwing ſuch (tumbling blocks before 
their weak Brethren,under the Name and Authority of a Famious 
and Learned Univerhty ; and for their groundleſs rand re- 
fuſal of an enyoyned duty, relating to: the Honony of God, Re 
formation and Def:nce of Religion, Honour and Happineſs of the 
King, Peace and Safety of the Kingdoms, ina Solemn League and 
Covenant ; which Sir we find, norwithflanding theſe ſo much 
admired Exceptidns,approves it ſelf tawful,in reſpeR of the mar- 
ter therein ſworn to be preſerved or purſued; and will the berrer 
ſtand under all defe&s and miſcarriiges in point of manner and 
form of making itz which is the next thing to be mar -* 

Pz 10 
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cal. 
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| SeQtio quarta, 


Propoſition 4. - The Form'and Manner of making the 
Solemn League and Covenant, was good and allowable, 


N.: the Conſideration of this Pc ſition, I interyl not to conſider 

the Form cor fbituting it an Oath, which is evident, and 
known to. all, co have teen « Solemyn Calling to God to witneſs, 
and avenge th: violation or neglett thereof ; 1n reſpe of which 
its obligation is eſtabliſhed, againſt whatever defe&s and milſcar. 
riages did attend the agitation thereof, from which neyertheleſs I 
would defire ic ( as much may ) be acquitted; for it ispity fo 
good-matcer ſhould be bkemiſhed by the circumſtances which at- 
cendedir. 

Nor ſhall Linkfton an Hiſtorical Narration of the pablick 
Aſſemblies, in which it was taken ; the Solemmty thereof in re- 
ſpeR of the ones of perſons ; the Parliament, both Lords and 
Communs ; the Commiſſioners of Scotland , the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines, making the firft Aſſembly thatencred intoit ; nor the Or- 
der by Solemn Humiharion and Prayer, and ſerious Infiru&ion 


' and Exhortation which attended it ; nor the «nwerſal alacrity, - 


joy and content of the moſt ſerious in 'England - and Sco:land, 
which accompanied this farft AR of making the Covenant; nor 
the after particular Solemmnties , both for number, quality, and 
diſpoktion of perſons, and religious compoſed order, in which 
« wastaken in the Ciry of London,the ſeyeral Countries and Con= 
oregations of England, then which I may boldly ſay, no publick 
A& ever paſſed byand __ people of England, more [o- 
lemnly, or more religiouſly ; which though it be now darkned and 
| defpiled, dorh ſer a luftre on this Covenant to abide under the 

greateſt contempt ard-reptoach caſt upon itzand wiH moſt Rrong- 
ly bindinthe preſence of God and&men, 

But my intentnsaretodefend thoſe ations as good, I do 
not ſay neceſſary and allowable, which were, and: might be done 
without any fip, or- any debilitation of the Covenant, againſt 
which I find the.Excepttonsof the Enemies to the Covenant moſt 
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_ firongly bent, that chereby they might repreſent ir vi/e, if not 
render it v0/d; andtheſe are ether, 

I. The cyder of the words, 

2. Nature of the thing. 

3. -Antherity which enjojned it, 

4-, Orthe ation and geſtare of the body ufed in the ſwear- 
ing of this. Covenant. 

All which I humbly conceive will be found ſuch, as mighe 
well ſuir ſo ſolemn an AQ, as 1s 4 National Covenant ; yer I find 
me late oppoſition thereunto, and in ſpecial, by the Oxford 
Reaſons, ang the Leagve illegal; I ſhall briefly cry their 


ſtrength. 
3, Sir, As to the order of the werds, I find Dr. Featlics 


ghoſt in the League ileg./, like ſome belliſh fury , repreſeming 
the Dr. to have been a man ſo haughtily devored to t 


r.The order of 
=_ words vin- 

icated againſt 
e Punctt- Dr. F. ies 


lio's of order and honour, as ot to brook, or keep his hands from League illegal 


tearing a Liſt,C atalogue or Regiſter wherein they who were below 
him, ſhould be ranked above , and named Fir A him; in ſenſe 
whereof he thus breaths againſt che Covenant, Not to take ad- 
vantage of the preprfterous order in ſetcing down the parts of this 
Coutnant, wherein he that runntth, may read a double Soleciſm ; 


for in it the Church of Scotland precedeth the ( barch of Eng- 
Prerogative, and Imperial D:gnity of the Prince, 


Sir, admit we this; Js irnot an-high crime ? and beſpeaks 
ir not a ſober ſerious ſpirit in Dr. Fearly, a Member of the Aſ- 
ſembly of Divines (who by a mot19n might have hadthis order 
inverted, asealily as he obtained ro have Prelacy ſpecified in the 
ſecond Article of the Covenant after it was palt ) to pick a quar- 
rel in the order of the words ? alchough we deny nor, That ſuch 
4 ſacred and. venerable evidence of fidelity us the (, cverant, that 
matter, manner, phraſe and order ought to have (as Ipreſume 
they were ) been maturely advi ed; yea,1l with line and period, 
word and ſyllable ( which myght be the Printers Errata ) had 
been ſo ſcanned , that a captious Momus might not find a Colon 
or Comma, at which he might boggle and pleaſe his humour z yer 
x is but a poor advantage from thepunQulio's of order and honour 

0 


land ; and the Liberty of the Subjeft is ſet before the Royal 
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to aft inſt marters of moment, duties and exerciſes bf Rex" 
Ger, and by RR—_ words to make 'an'Oath or 45 hr 
League gal ; I, bur do Inor run too faſt? he rells us he will not 
taks the advantage ; an honeſt man Is indeed as good as hig 
word ; butI cannot truſt him ; for his ninth Argument , - Thes 
Covenant 1s derogatory to the Honour of the Church and King. 
dom 0 England, is thus proved; The Church of Scotland, is ſet 
fore the Chure of England. I like not that mans grace, that 
with the ſame breath will remit and retort an indiſcretion ; yet 
Sir I cannot but enquire whether the preferring of the powpore 
gay-cloath'd Church of England before the poor Church of 'Scor- 
land, look not like a ſpecies of that impiousparriality, condemn- 
ed by the Apoſtle Fames, Chap.2. 1, 2, 3z4, 5- Can we think 
this Dr. had the faith of o#r Lord Jeſus Chriſt in reſpe& of 
perſons, or was ated by ſuch a ſpiric of contradiQion ? No, this 
language was ſpoken after he was dead. | 
2, Buttheſe Soleciſms arenot to me ſo obvious; I Rand 
Aitl, and cannot read them ; though I read the Covenanc wich 
all obſervation and regard; yer I confeſs I find the ("hurch of 
Scotland ſet before the Church of England ; and the liberty of 
the Subjet, before the Preregative of the King ; but they are 
nded with Relation to different As; th: Reformed Re- 
lizion of Scotland to be preſerved 5 of England to be Reform. 
ed; I hope it isno Soleciſmero put" the fattum before the fi: 
75; andtoſwearthe preſervation of good acquired, before anen- 
deavour to obtain the ſame, or better ; or to prefix the pattern, to 
"  . _- whatisto bethereunto conformed ; when this Authours ſecond 
y _ > »hts had obferved this [e/vs to his ſuvvefted * Soleciſner, 1: 
fabtum conſtar 2xudges that Scorland ſhould be propound=d 4 « pattern of Ke- 
diſpenſation formation to England ; for which hehad liccle Reaſon; if vene- 
pietatis, quod rable Bede ſpeak true, in that he reports, That * that Nation did 
ons Hts Que ut frft communicate the Science of divine knowledge, without 
ts grudge or envy wnto the people of England ; Thope tis noSole» 
nitionirglibenter CUIME IO eta thems as a pattern of Reformation , "who 
& fine invidia have farſt obrained it ; 'and from whom Chri#tiavity it ſelf was 
popmoAnglorum ar firſt rous tranſmi:ted, 
COmMuUN/Care The ſecond ſuppoſed Solec:ſm:, is no more viſible than this 
exravit, Bed. ©: ; for if the liberty of the people be the end and excellency 


Try qe of the Prerogative of the Kiog, as all wiſe Seatifts and Poliriei- 
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ans do aff.rm 4 he ſure willadmit to be. the firſt in 1ntemrion and 
endeaverr, although the laſt in execution and enjoyment”; and the 
rather, for that it 1s ſo direRed and dia the Maxime of His 
hte glorious Majeſiy, declared atthe paſſifg of the Peticion of 
Righrc, The Peoples Liberty ftrewgthens the Kings Prerogative,and 
the K ings Prerogative 15 to. defend the peoples liberty, Tam ſure 
more (e:0us and-publick Stateimen chen he or I ſhall ever make, 
have judged it a Solzcrſme in Parliaments, to ſupport the Kings 
Preroeganive by ſupply of moneys, bzfore the © ns and bur- 
dens of the people have been relieved,and their liberries ſecured; 

and I bclieve 1 could prove thar chis is nor rhe firſt Covenant 
made in England, preferring the Peoples liberty before the Kings 
Prerogative, without which the King may 7 yramize over ſlaves, 

-= Awle over Free-men ; which laſt is, and will be His greacelt 

nour. 


The ſecond thing in reſpe&of which the: Covenant is ble- 


and it is called a Solem Leagne and Covenant, 
Maſters andScholars of Oxford do except,ſt 
Covendyt 1, they were earned men, and muſt a herle and on t 
propriety of wotds ; theytherefore excepr 
nettan, becauſe impoſed with a penalty , which impoſition ſay 
they, 18 rejugnant to the nature of 4 Covenant, which bring 4 
contratt, implicth @ voluntary mutual conſent of the contratters, 
wherennto men are to be manced waſion, not compelled by 
pawer;  pathum «ft. dnorum p'urnamve 31 idem placituns con- 
en 


Tothis Sir I grant, that a Covenant inthe ftrit accepemtion 
of it, muſt 'be an agreement by mutual conſent ; yer I muſt 
quire of theſe learned men whether the Magiſterial impoſing. yf 
abſolute duty, or a&tions orherwiſe indifferent, by Superiours uj 
on their Infertours, and that under a penalty, may not be'called-a 
Covenant ? What think they of that injun&ion to Mankind in 
Adam,Of rhe Tree of gooi and evil thou ſhalt not eat; for in 
the day thou eateſt thereof, tho ſhalt die the death ; we read not 
of any /;pnlation in Adan : And Divines tell us ic was neuher 
nc nor proper, he being bound to accept the ar his 

reatour 


————_ 
_- 


miſhed and reproached as to the mannerof making it, relates un- Dams 


to the «tare thereof ; and the name is the notation” of its xatwre; the Covenant 
inſt which the vindicared. 
he ſons. SeR. 2. 
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Creatour would pyt upon him ; I am ſurethis is generally-judged 
aCovenant,and that we commonly call the Covenant of Works.” 
Agais,[n the Primitive Times of the Charch, adult perſons did 


| anſwer certain queſtions propounded;as cred5s? credogabrenuncias 


abrenencio ; to which the Apoſtle Pe:er is thought to refer his 
curd cua; aac imparnyue gs Oxy > which Beza renders , Sti- 
prlatio bone conſcientis apud Denm; and from this order Ter- 


- tull'/an concludes, Arima non lavatione (ed reſponſione [ancitur, 


_ general and publick g( 


Do theſe learned men ( as the Anabapriſts ) think the Cove- 
nant of Grace is not paſſed berween God, and the Infants of be. 
lieving Parents in their Baptiime, who are not capable of ſuch 
conſent and ſtipnlation', but were dedicared by the Authority and 
Intereſt of the Parent; and are accepted by the extent of the 
Covenant ? or is Confirmation an eſſential patr of the Sacra- 
ment, and neceſſary ſupplement of Bapriſme ? I find a like caſe 
in Scripture called a Covenant, Gey. 17.13. Ay Covenant ſhall 
be in your fleſh ; the Ripulation of Godfathers and Goamethers 
will not relieve the caſc, unleſs they be deputed by the Iufars, 
though they were ( which doth not appear ) commiſſioned by 
the Lord ; ſothat ſome Covenants are impoſed, and paſs wich- 
out mutual conſent. 

2, May notan agreem:nt between two different Nations, 
_y the mutual conſent of the Princes, or Body Polirick, bs 
or furcher ſecurity ſake, __ by the Anthoricy of each Nat'- 
on onthe i#dividaal Subjeits thereof, and that wder a penalty? 
which may be « good perſwaſion againſt their peeviſhnels and 
pertinacy, who by their private intereſt may obftru& the more 
;and yet be properly denominated aCo- 
venanc ; as ſuppoſe berween England and Spain,which the Mer- 
chants of both are bownd to keep; and Iſee no'cauſe why" they 
may not be compelled to ſwear; I bopethe caſe will not differ 
berween Scrtland and England, who are diftin& Nations, though 
uncer the fame King; it is Sir no hatd matter to make thisthe caſe 
of the Covenant. | | p. 71 | 1 | 


| But theſe learned men do except againſt the Authority ex- 


3-TheAuthori- joyning the Covenant, which is the third particular, inthe manner 


RR v 
dicarc 


d. 


© of making the Covenant, /appoſed to be miſcarried ; and herein 
'n* Dr. Ffatlies Ghoſt doth follow them, bur ſo very weakly,and _ 
ſach | 


S#29h4 


| 


| 
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fuchpalpable contrad/Qion, that I (hall not ſpend time. and 

in NN che ame ; but ſpecially take notice of what 2-H 
By J the Oxford Reaſons from which he borroweth his 


p= Sir I ſhall defire ic may be noted, that I'do nor affirm 
the authority to be full and compleat, but to have been lawfs/ 
and ſufficient to impoſe an Oath, and thereby bind the' people 
( wherein notwith(tanding they ſhould have been defeRive ' and 

10xs, yet this will nor diſcharge the obligation laid, as I have 
in My eAnalepſis, pag. Iz, and before in * this Tra&obſetved) , 
againſt 1t, therefore .as ſuch I ſhall endeavour to weigh the Ex- 
ceptions. 


The firſt whereof is, That this impoſing of this Oath was | 
/ contrary ts the liberty of u Subjeft, expreſſed ſ the Petition of — x x 
; 


Right, to which liberty t 
4% eſtabliſhed by vAR of Parliament , is thereby declared con- 
trary. : ea 


Unto this Sir I ay, I cannot but obſerve what ſirengrh of 
prejudice aRed theſe learned men in making to themſelyes theſe 
Doubts and Reaſons againſt the Covenant ; which leads them at- 
moſt chroughout theit Book to infer generals from ſpecials ; as I 
have before noted in other Arguments, ſo in this; the words 
themſelves do quote out of the Per:tion of Ryght , are theſe, 
Whereas many of them have had an Oath admin:ſtred unto thens 
not -3 Zazas 7h by the Lawes an] Statutes of this Realme, they 
do humbly pray that ne man hereafter be compell:d to take ſuc 
a Oath; according to which words, ic appears to be ſome iÞeci- 
al Oath that was complain:d 05, and unto which 'the relative 
doth refer ; the which, if they wouldplzaſe to obſerve, the con- 
nexionoof the words will b: found to have been « pariicalar and 
ſpeeifical Oath ;, the: words in the Plaint. run thus, By means 
whereof Tour People have been in divers places aſſembled , and 


required to-lend certain nomeys uno Torr Majeſty, and of them, Þ _ of 


upon their refuſal ſo to do, have had an Oath adminiſtred unto 
them not warrantable by the Mwes and Statutes of this Realm; 
fo that'ic appears ta-haye been as. Oath of diſcovery of their 
Eſtate ,»pen refuſal to lend mort: or rH Oath ex officin, _ 


moſition of 4 new Oath, other thay pay, ;. 
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feff-accuſation, beyond the Stam. of ht 25rh. Henty the 16ird, 
which is in this point complained of, 28 vivlattd ;' andthe proyey 
of that Petition doth no lefs (pecifie this Oh by the Re 
SMC H,which ceferrech unto the quality of 'the Ogrh complied 

gain/? ; ſo doth alfo the comcatebativn of theprayer, which 
portionally to the Plaint, is, 7hat #> war be tompeB:d 1 
ntthe x6ft or loan, 8c; of be alled th wks a-ſary, or take 
J«ch Oath; To that this wa$ ah Oath t» ale a9/wtr whto the 
damage of a mans own Eftare, Lift of Liberty, which is repug- 
NHant ro-Nature, and beteih 2votyvated, 35 mot warravtable by rhe 
Lawes and Statutes of this Keatny, > thort full d&ſcriprion where 
of,theſe Gentlemen might have receivedin the Statute x9. {"aroli, 
concerning Commiſſiorers for Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, Now Sir, 

n thi ſpecial! ro argue againſt al! Oarhs that paſs not by AR 
&f Parkafnent, isa plam 2 ſeqs;rdſ and un/ut Inference; the 


» 


* Compares 'in London, or it tiny b:forme Coltrdyer 11 Oxford, are 


conffituted by the Kings Chatrer or Patent, and che Maſter and 
Wardens of the one, or Preſident and Fellows of the other, give 
an Oath toal{ that become Members thereof,and expeR to par- 
kicipxe in their priviledges; will theft fearned men fay, thar 
thele" Paths nor uttpoled ot preſetibed by AF? of Puriianrent , 
mere contrary to the Peri:ien of Riz ht, which never comptainer 
@f, of prayedageinſ ſuch Onths ? x 40 not think rhefe ten «ould 
bave had u$ to-think thatthe Oh & Cerera, enjoyned in the 
Fanons. of 1840. was againſt the Periring of Kiglr which 
certalnly would belpeak the Biſhops foro2rbing yrepuatitiat to rhe 
Evil State, and yer it onto by 44 of Parlhimnt, 
Moreover, theſe d men ſub{cribe#; and Swear ro the” Pro. 
Jeff ation of May, 1641. they didnot ſurerhen think char ſyb- 
nurcing to ſwear that Qath, they did violate, or berray the 2iber- 
Res of th: People,,expreſed in the Petition of \ Haghe ; chey Thoutd 
do well cotell us by whac Af {do not hy Aitthoriy ) of Pax- 
'Fament it was eftabliſhed > Þ hutnbly conceive that there: is 2 


- vaRttifference between an Oath of exattion, ſelf-udiſcovery,or ac- 
 eu[ation, which is wicked inits narure, and more wicked, when 


. withour warrant from che Law ; ghd an Oath for eſtabliſhmerr 

of p#blick, and general good, imipoſed by the Anthirity hogh 

Not cltadlithed by At of Parliament; it'is notthe fimple. þ 

Jing an Oath without copRnt of Parliamenc ; burthetakins cb 
; ay 
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a Oa;h, as may impeach the perſons, or endanger the Eftates of 
the Subj<&, which was the Peoples grievances z nor is icthefar» 
maaliry of an AR but the full conſent of the People in Parlia- 
ment, makes an Oath lawful, and preſerverh their liberties in che 
impoſing of 1t, 


But theſe Maſters and Scholars of - Oxferd fear, by owni 
this Covenant, they ſhould own 4 power in the ims;o/ers a 
then for ought that appoar:th te them, hath been challenged mn 
former times,or can conſiſt with their former Proteſtation ( if 


r.ghtly underſtood ) 3n ſundry the myſt material Branches of it, 


Unto this Sir I muſt ſay, that I know not what did 4tprar to 
them to have been the power of the 1mpoſerr, and challenged in 
' former times, only unto me, and many others, it 454 appear nor 
to be the merr natural power of the Pople prepoſterouſly, and 

in a cymultuous manner afſzmbled, who yu do appear to have a 

+ power T0 impoſe on themſelves an Oath ; and to whom I find 
Soveraignty it ſelf ( ro ſpeak it with due Reverence ) in ſome 
meaſure ſubjected, and its obligation ſuperſeded ; if not made 
yoid, clearly barred from execution; if bur by the impoſlibilicy 
put thereonzas it was'in the caſe of: Fauatbaxs Reſcue;which I ſhall 
only repott in the words of Bilbop Hal!,Saul hath ſwars Jonathang 
death, the people conrarily ſwear bu preſeryation, bus Kingdom 
was not {o abſo/nte ( yet more abſoluce than England: ) that he 
could run away with ſo wnerrcrful 4 juſtice; how Qath, which 
{auoured of diſobedience,prevailed againit his Oath, wbich ſa 
waxred of 'to> much crutlty; and ſo long a4 lis hrart mas not 
al,4 ta his Oath, be cauld not be ſorry Jonathan ſhavld hive: 
do not in any caſe juſtifie the prepoſterous and rumultuous Aſ- 
ſ:mblings and Aſſumptions of the P-ople, whereby they lay on 
themſelyes Bonds which muſt not bz broken, and cannot well 
withapt much difticulry be kepe ; yer I canno: but obſerve many 
rimes thereby, the /ox Peplizis Vax Dai; as in the very change 
of the Gayernment of 1ſrael, on which Dr. Hall Notes, /t was 


Gads ancient puvpeſe to raiſe up a King to his People, how dath F4g. To. 24 


he take vecaſion ta do it by the wnnuly defires of Iſrael ; bur 
( bleſſed be God) this was not the cafe of the Covenant ; the 
impoſers did nat aſlembla on their own heads , and by vio- 
: , 4 Q 2 leace 


ers. 
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lence and diſorder 'affume 'u-ito themſelves. an. unuſuat- 


| The power impoſine this Covenant, was a Parliament, the 
Colle&ive Body of th: Kingdom, Duly: Summoned , Regularly 
EleRed and Returned ; - Rightly Conſticuted , and Reacily Em- 
braced by King and Kingdom, and animared with more than or- 
dinary Parliamentary power, 6j the Bilf for their commuance a- 
gainſt all Cafnaltiey, ſo as not tobe Prooged, Ad;emrned, or Dif- 
ſolved, without th ir own corfim : And ean any True-born En- 
gliſh-man ( inany meaſure acquainted with the cor ftitution of 
this Kingdom, or the Authority of the Hiyh Court of Parlia- 
ment ) deny theſe to be a j«ſ# and lawful Authority to reſolve, 
order, anden;oyn, yea, ardexecute their Reſolves, Orders and 
Injun&ions, during the being of their power ; though not to 
eſtablith Lawes to be execured, when they were difſolved and 
©ONE. - 
* Sir, Icannot without ſad thoughts, remember the unhappy 
difference berween His /ate Majeſty, and the late long Partia- 


went ; which occaſioned the unhappy oppoſition of the Peo les * 


Liberty,and the Kings Prerogarve;as I cannot but with they had 
beenaRed fo qc v7 they might have ſeem'd to vulgac ap- 
prehnfion ro have but one, ſoT cannot but judge it pru- 
dence that a period be pur to the diſpute thereof, upon the now 
Happy Re-union of His moſt Sacred Mafeſty, and th:ſe roo long 
diſtraged Kingdoms ; Iam cleariy of opinion with Ar:forl:, 
that Prince of Politicians, That R-gal Government # beſt efta- 
bliſh:d, where the Princes and People do participate of ut; and 
in [\ranſmitting ſome of. his Pre= 
rogative to his Ephors Princes, might wel maintain the increaſe 
of his Dominion , whiPſt he mad: it longer by making it hiſs : 
Lchink therefore that the wiſcſt men, and beſt $1bjeAs,will rather 
thigk, then afſert, « Prer»gative in the King ..bove His Parlia- 
went ; and I for my part ſhould bz content to find in the Parlia- 
ment 4 /wffic;ent power: ts impoſe an Oath - on the Subjett, with- 
ens the Kings c. f; »t, rather - 4.4 to aſſert their Superiority unto 


Him, in all points and particulars : Ad when Sir I conſider the 
Power, even over aud againſt their King inthe Princes, and the 
- Colle:tive Body of the People Recorded in Scripture, as in ma- 
kevg War, Jofh..22. Judg. 20.Changing the Grucr ment, x:Samy, 
, Chooſing 
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Chooſing ani eſt abl.ſhing , 10: only their firſt , but ſucce:ding 
Kings, thougtvimmediatly appoinced, and ſometines anointed by 
God, as inthe caſe of David, Solomon, and Rehoboam, and q- 
thers, iv removing from the King Favorrities and Counſellowrs ; 
as David was againſt the mind of Ackiſh the King, diſmiſſed by 
the Princes of the Phi:5ſtines, 1 Sam, 29. in reſtraining the 
Kings purpoſe of oe tp confirmed by an Oath: once -and 
again, as inthe caſe of rb4» ; or of protettion, as in the caſe. 
of Jer.#niah the Propher, concerning whom Zedeksah the King 
ſaid, He 1s in your hands, the King is not h: that can do any 
thing againſt you, Jer. 38. 5. In theſe and the like cafes, Jo- 
ſephus cells us, the King might not do any thing without , 
gainſt the ſentence of the Senate or Congregation : 
divine defence may be well made for the power of the Parliament 
ta this caſeatedand admitted ; though without, and again the 
conſent of the King. 

And when I canfider what is Dogmatically aſſerted by Poli» 
titians, and no mean Lawyers, in reference to the- power- of ge- 
neral Councilsand Conventions of Kingdoms ingeneral, as of 
Eng lands Parliaments in particular, as in the Conneil of Baſil 4- 


Methinks a 7" 


7 


or a Foſep?. Antiq, 


44, lib, 4+ cap. 


gainſt the Pope, the whole Realm hath more eAmhority then the Foxe, Atts and 


Monuments. p. 


King. The ſameaſſerted by Marie Sa/amonins, who by many ; 


Y 616. 


Arguments doth defend it, he was a Roman Lawyer and Philo- 


ſopher ; Hollingſread and Vowel in their D:ſcription of Eng- De principatu 
land, declare concerning the Parltament, That this Court hath rhe lib.x p.17,18: 


maſt high, and abſolute power of the Realm; and that not only 
wichout, but again(t the King, by :t offenders are puniſhed , and 
corrupt Religion reformed or diſanulled , and that whatever the 


e of Rome might do centwriatis, comitiss , ot (ribunitits ; Vol. x, cap, x; 
which I am ſure was to 1mpoſe an Oath, he ſame 1s, and may be Þ- 173. 


done by Parliament; unto which may be added what is ſpoken to 
the ſame effeR, and almoſt in the ſame words, by. Sir Thoms.as 
Smith, Secretary of Star: to King Edw.r1 the fixth, an1 Queen 
Elizabeth, and a Ds. of the Law, in his Common- wealth of Eng- 
land; and Horne, an Eminent Lawyer 1a- Edward the firſt his 
Raign, in his Mirrour of Fit ice, cap. 1. P.7, 8, 9. and For- 
t:feue, Lord Chance lour to Hemry the fixth , . in his Book de 


Land, Leg. eAngl. cap. 9. and Braftos, quotcd by theſe learn-- 


ed men, who certainly more than they A——_— 
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very caſe, by that profound Lawyer, Mr. #*11azs Pryane,approved 
no leſs Loyal. to, and Zealous for rhe Kirgs Prerogattve, than 
Loving tothe Peoples Liberties, 1 (cange how we can avoid this 
Concluſion, Thar-the Fares, Orders AB Ordinaxces of the Lards 
and Commons 1n Parliament, even withons or 2g aint the Kings 
perſonal command, #: to be obeyed and obſerved. | 

- - Laflly, when Iobferve the TranſaRiong of Parliament in 
the times of Ugrager, Srgebert, Ofred, Brornerde, Edwin, and 
& dgar, and other Saxon Kings, Deo diftavte ©& axwnerte prywle ; 
the of Pariiaments in the times of King Fob, King Hew- 
ird, Richard the ſecond, and other Kings of Angland 
aſemble at the Kings Calt, .afſembling without the 


Ages,and on all tides it 15 confeſlad,and cannot be denied,that the 
authority of Park amet is exerciſed in all Utes, Orders& Ordinane 
ces of the two Honſes,unto the decifiow of preſent controverſies, upon 
Appeal from other Coutts of Judicatory, wherein they can, 
and may authorize Examinations onOath,and make a final judge- 
ment, untothe #8aſe a»d relief of the Subjeft, not otherwhere re- 
Aievable ; unto the ewforcemnt of avy Aft to be at preſent doxe 
* and excented for the good of the Kingdom, or any particular 
-perſons or fociety ther6of, without ſo much as defiring the Kings 
- conſent and concutrence ; and if this power ſhould be denied, 
what could the frequency of Parliaments, provided for by the 
old Law of King A!ſred, and after by the Statutes of 4; Y"+) 
— 36. Ea, 


NUM 


.<T04w1oryor ar leaf vcr every your,on this very hat 
oy Ss, pay tony ( tuch was the 
| | £b abr heven Frog rar wy r5o ran 
rievarees #64h daily y wight ' be redrefſad if need br 
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ace, before 1 | ment, #heiher there 

; q— tha have delivered 4 bet to the Parliament, and not 


received anſwer thermems? And this power removed, whac will 


availihe Tryenmul Partiumnents conoded by His late Majeſty, ot 
of what benefic was /the commantion of this hate long Parlia- 
Ment, «gainf all Caſnalties rhatſuever thu might fall ont to 
diſſolve them ? Can i de rationally imagined, thac their being 
ſhould be continued and ſecured, to fic within thoſe Walls in 
CountH and Debare, withbur atiypowerto order or execure the 
Emergent &Afairsof the Nation ? Theſe things well conſidered, 
&y,1 fee not boy the impolingan Qath can de an «/fwwm/,g,or the 
people ſwearing, a» acknowledging of x greater: power than hath 
in former times been cballenge1, If theſe Gentlemen will con- 
4ak our own HRotitt in the caſes before touched, they will find 
Apower much greatet; nut onlypchal/enged, bur. aſſumed and ex- 
erciſed; the which the. ſtaſon, andpteſent (hate of affairs dofor- 
hid ms carers, inhofes thar there will-be no need. io rip ap ear 
wolnds newly healed 3 amd cheſe generals may I hope ullciznely 
juſtifie the fo fivienry of cher antberity which brought us into Co- 


venant; : | H109 lr þ 00 Loi43 66 22 1c1451 
-:\- But theſe ate ſugpaft an inconfibeary of the power 
with thor: ”: Priccibrarcnr 2060 fanairy wiieriad Erancher : 


Methinks Sit, they hcnid heve fpedfied thoſe Brawebcr, and the 
Father, becauſe materaud and marc The Proteiiation romaing 
not mary Branches: and thoſe for feem co be fully conform tb 
this Covenatr: 06 all rhe patrioukiry; apd wherein they have ſup- 
poletla romearinyuicktvebefore only a difſonadicy ar 
themoſtiand charRrovrgnor Reginhe rear of exptetimm;nor 
ve thing worms rhey then proteſted rO-preſerve the power and pri- 
wndedges of Payirament, and (hontd not Covenant any more, nay, 
fcatce {o tnuch-inthis Oath, for chey herein promiſero, preſerve 
the Kights and;Priviteges, which is fortething ſofrer than þaw- 
ey ; and 1 vonder they that then ſay a procy to be preſery2d, could 
act now ſee a rgghe « Li Lonly enquire whether they —_— 
[ -- 
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Pagibid.® 4+ ,-oreſly forbidden the entring -into-this Covenant, "it 
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 Pleliamont had AI; 5 np re and.neta' right 1 


;wwpoſe this 2. There was no'\Aet'or Parliament, nor Aﬀlent of the 
King to that;I obſerverheKing mis Meſſages to theHouſes,doth 
no[e itto be them -own'P ion;a55f: He had: no in"ir 


nor conſent uncoit 37 and1f by; power 1hey> . natuval 
firengeth, rot political. aithoy ity; ic \hath been-urged by'manyas 
their grievance, and by theſe Gentlemen themſelves inthe fore- 

oing Exceptions, that thzy had tos much of that : Icris che un- 
hepplooſont a (crupulous-conſctence toran 17 ſelf on: comPadee 
Hin in ations, 4s well as afſertionsy, +to ſwear as awfully tallet 
at one time, but. not'to dare'to.fwrar' an Oath contairing'the 
ſame matter, though called by the ſame authority another nime.” 


But that which was the greateſtdoubt with theſe learned men, 
was, the King by His Proclamation, 'ORob.'g. 19/ Carol,” head 
| being ih His 

power to make void the ſame, , | SEL 


That ſuch an Incerdi& had been publiſhed by His late Ma- 


League illegal, ety, we cannot. deny z1but not.as Dr." Featly: his 'g beſt ſupp6- 


p+ 16. 


ſethzon pain of Treaſon ; fot no Proclamation: of xhe of 
England did claim the formalicy of a-Law; ſo-far as t n 
Treaſon on the non-obſervanceof what. is thereby enjoyned. 

2. Iam.not ſatisfied bow regularly His Majeſty did iflue 
forth the faid Proclamation;which is not uſnally done,bur” by the 
advice.of Hi Council, who atevailed by the Seflion bf 'Parlia- 
ment ; and all Proclamations thenulugllyrun bythe dvicrof 
the Lords and Commons 1» Parhanmmt af erebleds and if at' a) 
rime the Lords and Conimons, or either. of -them-.during : het: 
Sefſions, give out Orders, notonly. relating ro the Efate they 're- 
preſent, bur to any. othets,, es of - this Reatme+4 ic bath 

not been uſual forthe King, by" the ity: of "Hip Pr | 
tion, to chwart, oppoſe, andvoid them ,"andin 4 caſe'of thisna- 
rure, a good obſerver may find, the Parliament have j the 
Kings ng; or taking notice of any thing by them debated or 
ordered, before it is regularly propounded to Him by themſelves, 
to have been «breach of priviledpe, and ſo ro have been acknow- 
ledged, andas luch zerrated by His lare Majeſtyy the litcie plea- 
ſure T-have in the ory, forbids inſtances, hoping general hints 
may anſwer the learned and ſober, | 3. Nor 


a uu Suva w.ococ ci q[] _ = 2£E - 


WHE1'kM 
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v3. \Nor/am Icotvinced that ic'was/in He phvergucke 
equicy; of ithe Law,Numb. 31; *(they mean 307 3.):re worul-aidd 


make void theCovenant ; for 2dmitring the equity of thas Law STS 


by Analogy to each us, I hope zoadulr child ſhall on 
.tromrvoWing! z e. and calling, to his power and. capaci 

Pn oe eo Ho on ae 
vie... "qu: garde uſt 'yaronis "ita -plene' ſub alterin 
equin ut fit quantins ad: aliqua ſaltims [ni jurit ,, \s 


pore bare 


Dr. Sanderſona's Rule; 1 the effett may, yet the lawfil De Furey, 


jurrpunntianr ode ate retry hack 7 hin their hy 
| j mive duty, or what 18 withih. their pow 
er, and ſo limit thair vow ; I hope the Superiours incerdiQtion, will 
ſavour more of paſſionarce miſtake, chan Rrength ro avoid-the 
VOW. 
+ YerI muſt confeſs I am not clear, that the equity. of that 
Law will reach ourcaſe 3 I wasevet willing to yield His: Majeſty 
the Reverence due to a Polirical Parent ; bur in this caſe af con» 
ſcience wherein he is ab#tratted from, aud oppoſed untothe' Þ ar- 
liament, I find a defe& which makes me fear the+ mrle will not 
ſquare;, and though I can own Him as « Parext to be by *Hims 
cyrrefted and diiþo/ed, yer methinksrhe Paternal power is' placed 
11others, at leaſt conjun& with Him: ( viz) the Parliamene ; I 
am ſure Legiſlation is Paternal power, and Execution-more 
patorhe r Parent ; and that the Lords and Commons have 
ahare, if not the greateſt ſhare, in Legs/lation, no true Engliſh- 
man, nay, no-otdinaryPolicician, can: ot: will deny ; when ob- 
ſerve the King ſworn to-Rule according tothe Laws, qua _ | 
elegerit, which the people ſhall chooſe, and the Writ for their E- , 
: letion to require that they befurniſhed, and have plenam & ſuf- 
ficiemems poteiFatem pro ſe& communitate , &Cc, 4d facienduns 
& confemiendum his.que tunc & ibidem' de conmmung n confulis 
difts Regm noftri comigerint ordinars 1ta "quod. pro defeitu \ po- 
teſtarrs bu jnſmoad:, Kc. 1 difa negotia infeita no rem ant : 
Paternal Authoriry, power to nd make! Lawes in the 
great Aﬀairs — the Kingdom, as the Family ; and _ I obſerve 
Polititians and Lawyers, even Enghiſh-men, rally to con- 
clude the fend cfrmedt, foe animating 7 args to be the 
confent or chaice. of the People ; NT LCL” , 
| c 
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, tobe. the farmabty 
obs to-Wbich our Hob: ras, 


gener and Pre 
chefi' probable, that: the proper Paterna/ powy is in the Patha- 
ment, or atthe leaft in che thret:Eftares ; and then Sir weareun- 
der thigumbappy queſtion, whether co ob:y father or mother,when 
12 our, commani differenc, nay; contrary things ;' this I 
confeſs wnot more the*diftra@on , then ' the: confuſion of the 
KVurnily 3 

Tationa} 


er of the” 


-mother, and 
this 
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Solemn League and Covenant , Tho attion or Tp the 7 var 
body uſed in the ſwearing jd o declare th the alſent of the C Corcnangin 


minde ;,. 'by which do endeavor LIE «*,1 06: 
ir, for Lan h rn 
us, by /afing the hand on the Bible, br by fin fn oben 
A —_ AnSeETins whe nigh a 5 gore I, lth 
ovenant, I none 
oct, ey hae CATER gat en 
o Anſwer one Text 0 
which he ſuppolerÞro be the only one for defence of this 
Rev: 10. 'I5. The mo lifeed up bis hand and ſware , Rc. 
Unto which he faith, 7hat might be 4 fit pack i an PF, Ln 
menacing a fatal doom to the, world, which yet 
ſo fir a, ge#twre for men 2nd 6 3 LAG Bee 
ſervation of rwo Kin ny hg If they can, as the 
us the earth and the fn "ut the ſame 5088 
the Angels in lifring up their bands When they i jon ther Crop. Gay 
nant; Howſoever, I think it 4. fitter 5.74 int 
Oath, than after wag uſual manner to lay the _—q 
for ebis Oath and C voy bath no gy. , 4 ve pÞ en or ff bk, 
in that Book, and the lifts t 4, ver expreſe 
feth' the pmrport of the on ich heli, ET 
$ainſt LL Lords Anointed and his Church. 
The very tranſcription of thisis aCifficient confutation : Who 
catread it, and norrumand read 4 moſt, melicions. heart: v 
# ff 9 by a moſt weak head! Sounds tiot ir Acgunea te 
rartey'? Sure his Execucor thought. his 
make der Ar the dulleſt notions could drphr from, 


call ade make confidered. - 


9h by men bn nd I Fs. ol ls 
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ſcribe what geſtu 2d wir, od?. They guſt acedsbe eager 
bent, KOT fi eee ado , 


Ko itring up of the bends, ellure pecaliar to an An. 


el? _ uled 7 8 £ be roi a” ſea 4nd 
py at? bank nr FEI ht nels JL, U- 
wie bel of, FA > andon. occaſions? or; wis 
the vet &hn 4100 veruy ot therhreatning, and doom denoun- 
fed. Aw ok virnlſedy ir, What Bw he of br aban 


£ cheruaing any 
nd 1.9 the fame ume ;. 
Gd up my; hand xato 
Og mg nor. 
an: a ef doom, "but promuling the greateſt bleſ- 
ſing het ws cou AivT: The had aſe KO BEI 

='X on Texts, hef $thowis had that. che 


ti re nd, « e uſual geſtur re jn {i any 
Gut ant np de ah ae 


_the - Somers wr in an hard ftrait to find an inſtance. of 
the eſturein Ceripture ; .and keel they flie. to. the Angel in 
lation. 

* 3. © Hath the le Leapu: and Covenint #7 ground or 7 Rk 
dation in $cr res - the matter of it be no. more than 
hehere fugp h, ( VR, i T he preſervatien of tmo. Nations ;, 
hath this = undin Scripture? - Did, he never read.therein of 
two Nations.joynedin one Coyenant, ſe the one of ano, 
ther? Brit er,.  hathr the Preſeruation of of the trac” Aeon 
Ritygien , and reforms Patron, according to the werd of, G 

jon in Scripture arethere no Hiſtorical Relations of C 0-. 
yenarits of rhis = hath the preſervation of the Kings Ho- 


wour and FH, grynad erfoundation 1n Setypture, Frag 


Teng kt wh Hg wt? Ct tag 


ea Dont coco. ££a A az 


char 8, 


conſent :- For be grarys, 4 Covenant to remove 4 | ſcandal, 
and fulfill the expreſs command of God , ma ;y be made not. only 
without, but ph the conſent of the Prince. If this Covenant 
fall norunder one gt thefe, nay both thele qualifications, ] haye loſt 
my reaſon. t .. | 


our eyes the. advancement of the K inter Af our Lord and. Sar 
f 


ajtſties. Perſon, and Ap- 


that we have no thoughts or intentions: ro diminiſh His Majeſties 
uit Power and Greatneſs : Whatever may have been che pra- 
Riſes of ſome.wicked men ,, who ſware this Covenant , [It is as 
clear as'the Sun, 'That the lifting ap of the hand for the good of the 
Charch ,  kononr and ſafct F the Lords Aminted , Was the 
parport of the Covenant it Tr : And the violent rejection of 
the Covenant, . as an Almanack. out of date before the harrid yi- 
olence done unto His late Majeſty , is a marifeſt teſtimony of it, 
rogether with the proreſ# of the covenanted Secluded Members 
of Parhament,- and of the Miniſters of Loudon, againſt thoſe per- 
ywrious proceedings : As likewiſe, the publique teſtimonies of the 
Minifters of the Goſpel to the Solemn Lau and. Covent, of 
almoſt all the Counues in Exg/and, do declare it : aid the diwa- 
feation and captivity of Scotland, the Sequeſtrations, ' Impriſon- 
ments, «nd death of many in | 3 aug conteſts with af 
atal, faithfulneſs, and corft ancy ,, againſt all difficuliics and d1h> 
| gs, 


tion. and dre Religion was} to the: Word of God, 


League illegal 
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«rs. wto the very effeRti of the Hap Returr of His moſt 
NS | Miaje = that a2 this us very Covenant , 
ir through ,if :me malice do not 
erehermgihe comment, thar darkned the eye in 


1-+beh þ T maſt ell bith.zhe lifting Gor the hand might be 
: | woſtjoeps 00d en army ab this Covenant, not only as 
inſwearing, and ex ecuuſe expeditions 
ab, univerſally y Frorne by hote TED bur as 2 
fign of ecial ſuit and: earneſt ſupplication for drvine grace and 
af df pridfr 19. Ot Solemn adoration and workbr of 
; praiſing bis} thar had enclined the heart of 1 
Eon. of his people,” to bring chem incofuch a Covenant ; Neb, 
8:6: *Or of "ad alacrity inf a Bond unto ſoch ab- 
ſolute duties x bn the horiour of God , happineſs of the 
King; 'ahd fafety of true Ck he 119.48. Andinthele 
Sit is peſture 'n0 leſs ſuirable 70 mew than Angels; and 
-xtrroy on earth , ot ſed and earth" at the ſame time, per- 
> 404 rom things required jn Scripture, and 
ans , hot wht a fatal dwm: Yet 
I wr dey? teri oper ke Gods judgements to fall 
of ſlch as ſholtl violate rþ## Sol2ymn Lengue and 
wlaieg re Gur eyes have feen accompliſhed on flick as 
itsobligation i inthe Civil part thereof : And I cannot 
CERES TS 
t et violent e hol 
bonds in that part which Immediately concerneth God and trac n. 
ligion,, whilſt we ſee the very manner of making this Covenant 
isnoleſ juſtifiable, chan the watrer therein ſworne;, and being 
Cohen gn will hot avail to COT. much leſs ro d 


SeQo Quin, 
Fifch Prop, The Ambiguities ontrediftions in the wy; 
of the Sultmn League and Covenant, are ans SAL real, 
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ſoncerity of intention, ſhould continually attendit ; and 

or contradittory terms do the very nature de 
ceiye men, and blaſpheme God , in making him the Winels of a 
fallacy; yetiheſe ambiguities and « 1Rtions mult 'be rea/, 
andthe qury win de of he Ootenats) warn wu I 
nation of ſuch zs in prejudice do dedline the Oath ,” nor in i 
intencionof him that ſwearerh,noc willingto be boand ; for if the 
words be clear and plain in their proper qrification , of vulgar at- 
ceptation, the henſcon of the confederatts , Or the due dvi 

and. ſcope-of the Oath , the Oath obligeth, ind ma boreal 

obſeryed, as Dr. Saxderſon , Grotins, and many othersin this aſe De _ fre. 

| A." © 6. Sect.24. 1g, 


da-reach. . - DALE 

Some there are who charge the Solemn Leagne and Covenant 917732197" 
with ambigmities and conmtradittion inits terms, and therefore have 
declined to ſwear it : theſe (having had a care to their paſſion and 


judice)I cannot but commend, confeſling that whilſt they but 
fee ſuch to their i4gination,they might well be a arora Lo 
a& of fwearing,and fpur untothe itudy of the Oath to be ſworne: 


but others plead them as an Argument to make void the Oath;and 
fuch hid need to fee that there is #o poſſibility of wnderſtandin the 
terms in a ſound ſence, and making them to agree among themſelves , 
leſt they be found Students unto perjury :- Forafmuch as the lait 
have recourſe unto the firſt , let ts conſider what ſeemed. to the 
one; and are ſince alledged by the other, 70 be ambig nous and con- 
tradiftory, that the one may be jultified, and che other acquitredif 
found real, or both condemned if found imagined. 

| The ambiguities that are urged are theſe : | 

1. Th6& words inthe firſt Article ofthe Covenant, the common 1. Ambiguity, 
enemics,, the Maſters and Scholars of Oxford do charpe with ambi- 2xf0'd Rea- 
oi, iallgs ny» _ or reaſon for the wo, ny Dr. Featley — 6. 

s Gho owing ther exception, wreth, whether by common 7 «ou i 
— are arcs world, the 0: wche devil, —__ all true 73 4 _— 
Religian;'or Papiſt, and Independents, enemies to the Diſcipline of the 
Scotch Charch. 3H | 

Unto this exception, Sir, I anſwer : 

The words common enemies, are words intheir own nature and 
fignification,pl1in and cleer ro be underſtood, nordo 1 know them 
to be d by any variety of acceptation, rhey are indeed refa- 

' 1 by their objefts, - 


- tive ternistb be ſpecified, or par aſi 
©  thiops,or perſons,ſothat theXingdom p hor rp Profeſſors of true 
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and ſo 
n ens , Thepreſervation of the Reformed Religunof the Churth of 


Sc | Apainft OUR 
COMMON enemies ; This Relative OX R, doth limitand explai 


one. King being of one reformed religion, havi ore onr ever, © c. 
and Le pong of by theſe and the like q [os mn ſpeci by 
of the Co. 


ver ſince the reformation, they will find,thatan ordinary Gramr:.:- 
_—_ eaſily read this Riddle,and tell them,common enemnics,li- 


reformed religion; wherein ſome had made a progreſsto proſer- 


ferd,it is no wonder if they imagined an awbigmiry in theſe words, 
Common En: mies 4 and Dr. F eatley his Ghoſt mi ' hereby have af- 
ſured himſelf,that both che fleſb,the world,and . devil, are enemies 
to all true religion, and ſo to reformation,and P ap;ts profeſſed ene- 
mies to the reformed Religion, were. here intended ;. and Jndepen- 
dents(though ſcarcely then known by that name )by their ormnicy to 
the diſcipline and government of Seotland parts of the true reformed 
Religiop, might be accidentally zccounted into the number of the 
Common Enemies,l0 far 2s the qualifications before mentioned -in 
reference totheamecedent objects of this common enmity,will in- 
clude them: And ſoSir,the words can be of no very dark or dowbt- 
ful coniruftion tothe one;or to the other, there being no real ane- 


bigaity inthem. 2.The - 
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- The next words charged with Ambiguity, [are 'in the ſame The Second 
Article the beſt Reformed C barches, concerning whichthe Maſters *=biguity 


ind Scholats of Oxford enquire which they ?be ? but. (by their 
| leave, ) that is not neceſlary to be reſolvedin or before the taking 
'otthe Covenant ; yet the words are of a plain and clear conſtru- 
Riop, making this ſence obvious to the. meanelt capacity, in ex- 
deavouring the Reformation of the Church of England, the VVord 
of God ſhall be our Rule ,, aud (foraſmuch as many Churches are re- 
formed; ſome more and better, ſome worſe and leſſe) the beſt Reform- 
ed Churches fhall be our Pattern; ſo that the Covenant aſſerts 
not which are the beſt Reformed Churches, but bindes the Coves 
nanter to theobſervation of whatever Chxrch ſhall appear, and 
be found the beſt Refermed, as the example to which he ſhall en- 
deavour Exoland may be conformed . 


The next words imagined to be ſo ambiguous as to impede 
Barn” a ke" ; The Third 
the ſearing the Covenant in judgement, arein the ſecond Ar- ,,;,w'y 
ticle, and profoundly ſtated by Dr. Featlies Gheft, who enquires, charged on 
what is meant by Church-government, by Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, the Covenant, 
Deans, &c. as it it were not ſo particularly ſpecified, that every -<:gue illegal 
ordinary capacitie may run and reade it , it he know any ag (48 27+ 


ofthe late Hiergrehy in this Church ; Dr. Gawden bath appeare 

no leſfe willing ro {poſe and ſuggeſt the ſame Ambignitee, in 
his Analyſs,to which I bave before anſwered in my Analepſis, and 
he that bath but half an eye cannot but ſee, that the very and 
whole frame of Governmeot, by Arch- Deacons, Prebeuds,Chapters 
Deans, Biſhops, and Arch-biſhops, (whereby all Government 
which belongs to Presbyters in Common, was engroſled ; by a 
few prerended Viniſters to Cathedral Charches , and a Superiers- 
ty of Office and Order above Presbyters, not ordained by God, or 
conſented to by themſelves, was exerciſed) is utterlv to be abo- 
liſhed; the which is ſo clearly expreſſed, that it can admit of no 
evaſiveSalvoes. 


The next Ambignitie is imagined by the Maſters and Scholars The Fourth 
of Oxford, to bein the fourth Article, in the word Malignants, anbigu-ry 
and chey eaquire who are #0 be accounted Malignants, as if it were charged on 
left inits latitude, to be underſtood by every mans privatefancie, the Covenant, 


whileſt it is expreſſely limited and explained in the Article itſelf; 

ſuch as have been, or ſhall be Malignants, by hindring Reformation 

of Religion, dividing the King from his people, or one Kingdome 
d 


from 


@xford Ret» 
ſons, {:&.6. 
pag* 17,19 
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frent anethey : fo that the Malignity predicated, is deſcribed and 


by the formality of it : but choſe tearned men know not 
how farre the hindring Reformation of Religion may be extended. 
To which I ſay, it matters not unto the diſcovery of « Malignant, 
for they will not deny both theſe to admit mejas and mines, if Re- 
formation be hindred, it is Malignitie, which is in degree wore 
er lefſe, according to the meaſure of that obſtrution which is 
made. 

Again, they know not what are meant by the S»pream Fndica- 
tories of both Kingdomes ; fure they will'tot- pretend to igno- 
rance in the fignification;, they know well what a 7»dicatorie is, 
and wherein S»pream, almoit every Engliſhman knoweth the 
ſence of theſe Roman termes. I believe their doubt was, which 
be the Swpream 7 udicatories; and the words can be conſtrued no 
otherwiſe, then to mean, thoſe to which the other Conrts of Fudge- 
ment are ſubjett, and from which there is no ajpeal; if theypleaſe 
toask Lawyers, I preſume, they will tel! them, it is the Parlie- 
went : yet this is not neceſſary to be known, to the expounding of 
the words of the Covenant. | 

Theſe are, Sir, the awbignons termes, which in the judgment 
of theſe learned men are of 4 dark and doubtful conſtruttion, whe- 
ther really and in themſelves, let rational men judge: others they 
do ſtick at,burt profeſſe rhe ſe men have made thereof deth occaſion it, 
they well know falſe gloſſes,male interpretations, and a ſtrained 
ſence may by wicked men be put on the plaineft rext , yet ir doth 
not loſe irs genuine and proper ſignification; eſpecially in an Oath; 
wherein ſome men are willing to wreft it with rigonr, beyond irs 
ſcope: others, to writh themſelves out of its juſt obligation. 1 ſhall 
be free to tell them, that no Rules of right Reaſon, will juſtifie 
the rigorous ſence put on the third Article, 5n the Caſe of the King, 

by Mr. Challoner, though ina Speech in Parliament , nor the Laxe 
Sence, put on the ſecond Article, i» the Caſe of Prelacie, by Dr. 
Fobs Gawden, though unto the Looſing of Sr. Peter's bonds : nor will 
the words of che Covenant warrant the one or the other. But 
ſuch awbignitjes are made according to mens wills, mindes, fan- 
cies and luſts, not found in the words, which are clear and plain 
to-every common capacity. 

- Theſe ſuppoſed Hybignitierare not more viſiblets have been 1y14- 
gined, without any real ground in the words of the Covenant,then 


the 


YIM 
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the ſuggeſted rontradiftions in it ſelfe; the learned men of Or- 
ford do charge the Covenant to be a» Oath, in which one part 6 
contradiftory to another , but with Reverence may 1 tell chem, one 
part is confined to their breaſts, or to ſach to whom they ſhewit, 
tor it goeth/ not abroad with the Covenant, as will appear in the 
m_ naming of their fuppoſed ſugpeſted contradictions, which are 
theſe. 

I. Topreſerve, as it is, without change, and yet to reform an 
alter, aud not to preſerve one and the ſame Reformed Reli- 

ion, 

n In what Articles of the Covenant this contradition lieth, they 
do not tell us, not can ſeeit : rhe Reformed Religion in Scotland 
is tobe preſerved, and Reformation of Religion in England endea- 


' vowred; Are theſe oppoſites and contraries? were there not Do- 


arins, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government in England, 
which were no part of the Reformed Religion? and com 
thele be altered and aboliſhed, while char is preſerved? wh 
then is the comradition ? 

2. Abſolntely, and witbont exception to preſerve, and yet pou ſuy- 
poſetion to extirpate the ſelf [ame thing (viz.) rhe preſent Refigion of 
the Chwrch of Scotland. 

I want, Sir, their eyes to read this contradiftion , the fuſtparr, 
ro preſerve, is legible in the Covenant : but, 19 exrirpate rhe preſem 
Religion in the Charch of Scotland, I reade nor ; Oh, but they ell 
us, it is on « ſwppoſirion ;, butT ſuppoſe, thar ſuppoſition anuſit be ex- 
preſſed in plain termes mthe Covenant, to make a co 
Part thereof. 

The Extirpation covenanted relates to Pohery, Prefacre, Er- 


Oxfard-Rea- 
(ons,lers. 
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1.ContradiRi- 
and on charged on 
the Carcnants 


2, Contradi. 
Qion charged 
on the Coyc- 

nagar. 


rowr, Hereſje, Schiſme, &c. which of thoſe can we fappoſe the «poo. 
preſent Religion of Scotland to be? they will bring good Compurga+ , ,.. 


rors tor every of them, I know the Univerſitie did ſuppoſe, * there 
were ſome things in the Church of Scotland, which to their thinking 
did tend to (chy/me and ſuperſtition: yet they dare not _— itz 
do but ſuppoſeit; and that not to be, but ted toward ſuperſe+ti08 
and [chiſme : and they do not affirm them neither to be the Religi- 
on of Scotland: ſuch ſuppoſed extirpation may ſuppoſe 4 contradi- 
ion, juſtly deſerving to be charged to be a /appoſitums non ſuppo- 
newda ms. 


Their next Contrads@4i1n is as clear a ſuppoſition as this: #0 r6 
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3.ConttadiQti. 
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the Covenant, 


| 
'N 
| 
| 
| 


| | | T he Faſtning of St. Peter's Feiters, 


form Church -Government in England axdireland, according t0 the 
Word of God, and yet to extirpate that we are perfwaded is accoraing 
#0 the Wordof God: hereit is viſible, the contradiction is between 
the Covenant and their perſwaſion, not one part againſt avother 
part of + ſelf , howwell rounded their perſwaſion is,we have be- 
tore enquired; I ſhall therefore only tell them, it is not fair play 
to beg the queſtion, and 0n their own perſwaſion, to arraign the 
Covenant, as an Oath contradittory to it ſelf, yet 

4.conrradii- Thenext is of the very ſame nature, to extirpate hereſie,ſchiſmes, 

oncharged ch ,,1 vrophaneneſs, and yet toextirpate the Government, we conceive, 

the Covenant, es want of which 15 the oy cauſe of all evils, and the reſtorins 
end continuance of which, the proper and effefttual remedy. Sure 


X Sir, this conceit never ſprung from the Book of Sports, or Bi- 


ſhop Pierce his Somerſerſpire Septuagint on 'Revels and Church. 
ales, which are more clearly contradifory then the Cove- 


$.ConradiQi- ,- Their laft isof the ſame nature: and a ſuppoſition in their own 
cn N breaſt;to preſerve the Liberties of the people, and yet ſubmit ro the 
Ovenant, . . , k 8 

impoſition of this Covenant not eſtabliſhed by Law : yet impoſed by 
baſe and ſufficientAuthority : but in what words of the Covenant 
lieth thiscontradiction ? TI hope it is no loſſe- of the Liberric of 
the Kingdow, to ſwear, that we will preſerve the Liberties thereof, 
Whoever requires us ſo to do? for the ſwearing of an abſolute du- 
ty, is but a poor acknowledgment of Authority. 

We muſt, Sir, ſee more dark and doubtful expreſſions, and plain 
and clear contradictory termes in the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant, before we can judge it really ambignans or contradiftorie . or 
conceive mens c{amours to ſpring from anything more, then their 
own paſfionate fancies, ' and prejudicate opinions, whoſe luſls 
ron them to wiſh it were ſuch, as they cannot charge it 
to be. | 
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he. 4 — 


SeRio ſexta, 


Propoſition 6. The Solemn League and Covenant,” far its 
quilitie, andin Reſpcit of its obligation, is Publique and 
N stionall, as well as Private and Pei ſonal, 


IR, Dr. Ganden in his attempt to looſen St. Peters bonds, ( as 

he judgeth the Covenant to be) was willing to render-the 
* Covenant to be in reference to the matter theregf ; « Religions 
Bond atclaring a ſence of dutie to God, the King, the Church, their 
Conntry, and the reformed Religion, to make men more ſtriftly ſer- 
ſible Fl the ſacred, and civil obligations reſpeftively due unto them , 
that ſo they might be mare ready to diſcharge them in their places and 
_— and hereby he doth eſtabliſh the obligation thereof; 
which, he not finding any way to avoid, doth endeavour to limur; 
and contra into a narrow Room and Compaſle; ſuppoſing the 
ſubjects thereof to be few, very few, and thoſe private men intheir 
privare capacitie, and ſo denominates it a Relsgions Bond which pris 
wvate men, and ſome party only of the Nations [pentaneon fly took upon 
themſelves, in ſence whereof he accommodates his /o/#ts0n of the 
Covenant unto private capacities endeavouring to abſolve them 
by a power which, he ſaich,is in themſelves: or to quiet them with 
a ſuggeſtion of impoſſibility to accompliſh their particular pro- 
mifes againſt the purpoſe, and current of the Nation: how judici- 
ouſly he hath managed the ſame, I have already ſhewed in my Sr. 
Peters bouds Abide, wherein, I did among other things,ſuggeſt 
my apprehenſion of the Covenant, in reſpe& of the extent of its 


page I4. 


obligation, tO be P»blique and National; ] expected ſomething to page + 


have been faid by the Dr againſt that ſuggeſtion; and the grounds 
from which it did ariſe, but find none; only in :he Dowbts: and 
Scruples handedinto the world by his Epiſtle; and. offered to your, 
and my conſideration, he doth adhere to his own notion of the 
nature and private perſonall obligation of ' the Covenant, noturging 
one Reaſon for it, or anſwering any thing urged againk it; how 
ingenuouſly this 1s done by a Caſuiſt, (that preſumed to releaſe! 
from the obligation of af: bonds) let zhe world judge: 4-am 
. 4 * © 1 : a » 3 


dhere- 
| | 


. 334 


Udi {mel de- 
crtum erir 
omnibus,id e- 
tiam quibus 
ante diſplicu- 
erit pro bono 


dere defen- 
Ub.32. 


arque utili fe- 


dendun. Liv. 
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therefore conſtrained to ſpeak out, and more plainly- to aſſert 
what I was deſirous only to hint, and generally ſuggeſt ; hoping 
thereby to bave produced ſome ſetious diſcourſe, which mighr 
have acquitted our Nation, or have affected them with the Cath 
of God which abides upon them. 

When Sir, 1 ſay, the Solemn League and Covenant is Pub/ich. 
#54 National, 1 intend by it that which Civilians and Caſuiſts do 
ordinarily call Ret; and as they oppoſe it unto private or perſonal, 
becauſe it refteth not in any individual perſons, or particular pri- 
vate namber thereof ,, who may ſcon periſh, and ſo the obligation 
with them ; or be over-powered, and ſo put into an im- 
poſlibility- of doing what they bad {worn : (as was Saw/ in the caſe 
of ounthans Reſcae;, and the men that confederated againſt 
Paxl) the breach whereof ſubjects onely thoſe individuall perfons 
amo the puilt or puniſhment of perjury, in nog-effeQting, or en- 
denvouring che thing covenanted : bur abideth fixed i» rhings and 
capatities, which continue and abide under all mutation of per ſons, 
and fopaſſe wpon all perſons whatſorver,in all after ages, ad infinitwns 
CR Covenam be not _—_ Jn ſucceed _ thoſe 

inps, places, Or Capacities : an nds all perſons therein con- 
cerned, wherker inveſted, or repreſented by,and lo involved in the 
ſame , unto rhefincere, faithfull, diligent, 'and conſtant perform- 
ance and prerſwit of what is therein promiſed: and indenial), or de- 
fe&chereof, /«bjets them wnto the guilt and puniſhment of perjury, 
fo that the generations who never perſonally ſware the Covenant, 
ſucceeding into the capacities of their Progenitors, are bound 
untothe performance of the Oath, and ſhall be puniſhed man 
hundreds of years after it was made,and (it may be) ſome years af. 
ter it was violared, in caſe of the breach of it : for ſo long as the 
- 19989 as e's comimeth, the perſons which ſucceed into it, 

| alſo. into the - obligation which lieth upon it, and the va- 
riation of perſons voideth not the Oarh : ſuch is the Oath of any 


bodyofpeppie, whether aCiry or Nation, wherein the pablick 
fark of that body 
tained. 


Polirick, is engaged, and muſt be main- 


Fi ther 3: be done by the univerſality of the people themſelves? 
*inwhuch all fingulars are fappoſed to confederate: r ſome 

| rcomphe, yet thoſe feware included in, and bound by 
choatrerhdicemrociing twthatRulte, Tbi nniverſ;, ibs & = 
- . 4 M13 
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zuli, nam ſinguli @tj vel in ſummen reputati feciuut univerſes : 
The antverlics Randens che gagular wen ; ſoin a Car 
poration or County, the Vriverſality chbule Members of Parlia- 


ment, or Magiſtrates contederate,. though ſome ſingular perſons PaRia civium 


be not preſent nor vote in the Negative, and ſo per 
ſent, yet are politically obliged, - 
2, Or wbetber it be done by the colleflive bedy of the Peaple 


y con- Publicis conſi® 
obligabant qui 
who 01; pane 


repreſent them, in. their names, and at their appointment, not tranſ- ,,_. c, 
ebivg all affairs as did the Senate of Rome', in reference we ” —_— 


which Seluft noteth, jSenatus *uti poterat decrevit, (uo atgue 
injuſſu nallum potuiſſe ſedus fieri; the Senate decreed, for it 

or the peaple had gainfaid it, there could be no Covenant; 
and in this Golle&ive body though there be many dif- 
ſent ;, yet by the Oath and AR of the majority ves , 
and they whom in that capacity they repreſent, are bound 
according to that rule, Cetus quilibet non minus perfaue fag 
laris jus babet ſe oblig andi, he per wajorenm ſui parteme, Thus 
ua Iſrael bound by the Oath of the Princes unto the Gi- 
beonites, ſo that although the people knowing it, muttered and 
murmured againſt the Oath, no one ducſt offer violence unto a 
Gibeonice, and when Saul in a well meant zeal did preſume to 
do it, the Faith of Iſrael was violated and avenged by a Famine 
in the time of David an innocent perſon, untill cxpiated by the 
hanging Sauls ſons three hundred years after the Oath was made, 
and when many generations who conſented not unto ir, had re+ 
turned, 

3. Or, Whetber it be done by any ſingle perſon, as the King , but 
in the name andon the account of the Kingdom ; ſo that as Kin 
of ſuzha Kingdom, he makes the Oath or Covenant, and 
obligeth the faith- of the Kingdom, and ſo the people are inclu-, 
ded in itz and the Covenant doth not b:come perſonal, accord-= 
ing to that Rule, At fi cum rege contratiun ſit,non ſtatim perſonale 
erit cenſendum fadw; plerumque perſona paium inſeritur non ut 
perſanale patium fiat ſed ut demonſtretur cum quo paium failum eft, It 
the Covenant be made wich the King, ic is not therefore per ſo» 
nal, for a perſon may be inſerted to ſhew with whom the Co- 
venant is made; as a Covenant js paſſed by the King of Eng- 
lend, to declase England is bound,as it was in the cafe of the Ree 
man Empire ; Imperator fardus percuſſit, videtur populs percuſſeſſe Ro- 


manns & fodere continetur, The Emp*rour ſware,the people were 
ip. 


De jure bel. 
cr par, lib, 2. 
cap.16,pa.256. 
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included in the Covenant, and ſuch alſo was cheOarh paſſed by 
Zedehiab the King of Tiraet, Unto the "King of Bebylon, which 
bound*Ifreet "ro performance, and brought them under che 
guile and puniſhment of the breach thereof. * - 

-" Str, An Oath'or Covenant 1s beſt diſcovered by the enquiry 
2nd caution made,8& given by Juſtin inthe caſe of the tributary Ci- 
tie# which had obcaintd'terms of the AMedes before the Empire 
wapto them transferred, SpeFardum an in convention fidem Medorum 


4x o fexr: "Whether they had engaged the faith of the Medes;and 


if the Covenant were fo ſworne in a publique and national capacitie, 
that the faith of the Nation were engaged, all perſons and all ages, 
folong #5 it continueth a Nation, are obliged by it, and muſt care- 


ary 4. bg ” or expe to plunge themſelves under the guilt, 
xd'punifhment of perjurie: che Oath Reall being founded: in 
ſnanaturd, a ſubjettum permanens, a ſubje&t which ceaſeth nor, 
howeverie fucceederh unto, and is adminiftred by different per- 
ſons;ſq thar in this caſe,as in the caſe of the holy wars,it was gener- 
ally granted:every League with Chriſtians, did binde Chriſtians who 
did not per ſonilly confederdre, becauſe the faith of the Chriſtians was 
i. every Covenant of Exg/and,engaging thefaith of Eng- 

doth bind allpreſent,and furure people inEmg/and,whillt Eng- 
tandabides aNation,8cannot be avoided,though obtainedby fraxd, 
25 tharof theGibeoniter;or by force, asthat ofZedekiah,which we have 
before noted ; nor will it availe any thing, as to their excuſe, or 
apology, for not preſerving and par/ning the things promiſed in 
the Covenant; toplead 7 took it not,or my Father indeed took it, 
but the Generation is dead and gone who ſware it, unleſſe they can 
divide themſelves from the Nation, and bury the Nation in the 
Tombs of their Progenitors; nay, though there ſhould be a muta- 
tion of the forme of the Government, and Adminiſtration there- 
of; yet if it abide a Nation, its National Oath will bind according 
to the Reaſon. Grotins layeth us down, Etiamſps fats Civitatis 
in Regnum mutetur;manthit fedus quia manet 1dew Corpus , etſi 


 mutato capite; the fame body politique doth yet continue : unto 
ſuch as ſuppoſe the death of perſons to make void the Covenant; -| 


would tell them what Zivie ſaid in the caſe of the Romars , 

they fivare when P. Yalerius*was Conful, ' they wonld afſemble 

at the command of the Conſul he being dead,” L. Qnintins was 

made Conſwl and called the Aſrembly , they begin to cavill _ 
| an 


Y LIM 


—— - — Sa 


"þ# Fins if $1. Peret's' Fats. 
i hs ” . bound by cher Oath, be being dead 'to 
4}, nec mter pritanas* 


'all impoſfibiliry of re-admiſfion or continuance, by that publique 
Parliamentiry capacity into which-many, who. have:fwotne!rhe 


Covenant, are at this time reſolved; and in whic bythey:cannor bur 
know rms gence —— in their pod | | -_ 
all ſincerity, reality and conſtancy to extirpate the ſame, 

yo any thoſe not a few, ws Miniſters of the rhe. ee bens 
to the ſame in their capacity. Tam fure the Adfinifterial yeltinkys 


4nd confut ations of rhe one; and publique Parliamentary debates of 
the other, will lay a very Far remora unto their return::.and-his 


moſt Sacred Majeſty (to ſpeak it with due dread) being in his place 
bourid from his Royall aſſent thereunto. I preſume will not @nly 
awe from propoſingto him anyLaws that may reſtoreany:of un, 
Sur putanabſolute moral ;mpoftibily on chepreſene paſting any 
"Law to that rpoſe. v2 $242 ba 

. © 'Yet9 I obſerve many carnal Polticians,careleffe Preachs- 
ers, Court Divines, and temporifing Covenanters, ſuggeſting « v#& 
ry op the Covenant, and 


kiug out, that it is void,:and-weur 
bong (which they ſuppoſe not to be 
Afonre9 Part of the ras em ny or unto {ach i 


—_—_— and this forme- of ſecurity to thew, were 


Ce eZ otklor;Grlewon, Citizens, Burgeſts, 
the 


| and Communs.of all forts of che King dome of 


one and be- 


aofers of 


. 


men 


may 
P ty. 
7 wc —— cod of the: Kingdoms; and ia the 
concluſion thereof, isa of ſence, arrow for the 
the *o 


Kinedans, diftint fromoar own fx, 
in ndep and intent 4hereof to have been dlaci- 
onall and Pubh 


5 This Covengnt was fnocady the ecien, or Kagdome, 


full, compleat Aſſembly, chat 
the ſame, in all afts aud par 


wear this - 
that it was a National Covenant, cauſed to be pri 


and 


vpinall 
(a 


XUM 


,Fhe Paflning of $'. Peter's Fitrerk 
Kingdoms, did order it to beuntverſally-fworne: andcertainly> 
whoſoevernvill but'well weigh-the direQtions given, and duly;exe-- 
the Covenant, in al! Counnes,and Pariſh-! 

ES) | Miniſtet ro e very individual Congregation, 
and + religions, milicary,orcivil, enforced-wirk. 
cpumeme wh mighe convince conſcience inthe ingenuous, or 
conltraine thea&t from the peeviſh or perverſe, and accompanied 
Wit exrentiod concomitant imaginable, he cannot: 
was we mr motethen the fourth part of the Nation did ſwear. 
the Covenant.” If the ſeveral Rolls, within the-ſeveral Pariſhes, 
and Precin&s ofthis Kingdom, in which the ſeveral Names of ſuch 
asdid ſwear the ſolemn League andC ovetant were engroffed, may 
be produced ;- : Itwill be-found notwithſtanding the many ſingu- 
lars, who may now renonnceand ſay they did not take theCovenant;, 
it was ſworn by the univerſality of the Naticn. And1hope,we who 
have ever been judged a free people, tied by no bonds, but ſuch as 
vwelay uponour ſelves, may be allowed to bind our: ſelves by an 
Carly. and ſo make it Real and National, according to'rbat Rule, 


gued promittirur ſui natirartale fit. » . 

- 3+ Eh folemn | eague and Covetiant'hath- been ratified, and 
rendred-Netional; . by his moſt Sacred Majeſty; unto all fach- who 
apprehend-the conſticution of this Nation to be mer wws: imperinms; 


- {4 - abſolute Monarchy,wherein theKing hath ſupremam poteftatios, 
; and whoſe profeſſed loyalty leads them to fubjeR themſelves to all 
manner his Majeſties conceſlions, andconcluſions, ard that by a 
ſeries of multiplied acts, as bi Alajeftios agreement with'the Score” 
«Breda, where he Graciouſly condeſcended: to his SubjeRts, by 
$olemnOath to publiſh and teſtific bus approbation of the ſolrmnLeagoe 
ay 


.and at his firſt arivel intoScerland, was pleaſed r b 
je unto the ſame bondin which his Subjects were cngaged, and ro 
ſwear the ſame ſolemn League. and Covenant : 'And*again at his 
royal Coronation a vas. 4s von thefirſtof Favnry165t. 
was Gracioully pleaſed:orerandabove the ordinary; and folemn 
Oachypeculiay. appiagef Scotland, in his moſt 
publique capac and Covenant, vn 
this Oath, in behalf of himſelf ore yen bes 


_ ——_—_— © 06 


3: 


apdReaſon of Grote: : $i quidem popmle libero altum ſit, dubinm 
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XUM 


in ; and that 1 
and Ordinances E Any > 


In his ach, itis worch, obſervation that the Zoyal JELXD 
1 the ſolemn League and Covenant and direitery for worſhip, Cum, 
feſvion 0 of bub Faith Tags Catechiſme, eve. nd Probmariel Geverimndyns 5746; 
things done in purſuite thereof. : 2. -. That the :Royiedl: efſemd iis. 
clared unto, and aſſured to be given in formality unto As 
Ordinances of this ao rr ſuppoſed to he then inbeing ) i» 
his other dominions paſſed by them, for the. Covenant, and,other 
things, of Religion Gended 1 3 09 Jo. arms yg copan .todo 
> King of great Brittain, [rance and Ireland, bis molt and 

blick capacity and that for. himſelf and bis ſweceſſors 
theſe conſiderations I could begladto.receive the j | 
the learned in che Law, whether the Rojall aſſent any way.or by oly 
expreſ2ions or At RC apoſel and known, bi not | make 


an Att of Parliament « perfett and compleate Law, the equity obahe 
ſtatute of 33. Henry ghe third 21, Reodring the Kings devote - 
his ſeal expreſſed, to be as valid and. effectuallitoall intents inLaw 
ticemury: ores .preſent , hed aggeh.s @ ound- for 


tor] T 
LL conceive | ; 
God and — ole hae forge 
decor Ton Love Gab gd tern bode 


ode Oo Oo —— 
V Re 


| 
} 


T wel 


$ubje&»,,. and to the ſaorn 
pline in his $2 

.Nor is it any more 
* His Majeſty mas nude or 
© His condition , did condeſernd to fach 
© which He Cannot with hononwr maks good 


Z 
j 


FRDnns 
Hi 


.who :4 and: 
among mea by ths. rule of - the Heathen Root: | 
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kinda! 2 And the Heathen have-amplified the force bf xn 
OY Regulvs; his: rerurn t& his Enemies tobe flain whe x 


_—_— wake-.in4don which Cicero afſerteth , 


| - then <— bind- 
; ad 4 | | Sander lwrbathyencth - an Oath 
—— 2A lighrifeary"bur ojuttand” grievous fer, 


I5.pag.126, 4 bMS CApMio it arte" avvifſion;s omninm boner ww , FT 
--mie ;; { & quod eft-T <y Pobigar Pup <raras ipfenws mor - 


3B 47 ;4ofs ef:poods,yea moſt drexdfullſofs of it's 
Xx uſt 'confeſs 'ro be —_—_— {trait Pom me Jy 

. rmance.: for Renders rea- 
ey Sai Dn ewwo are of weight inonr + *'be 


honeſte ME worm —_ feemed"beſt, and fo'ir wis an AR of will, and 
ſari quod fu- Hite 'nectived the: evd propoſed as the 'timdition of his entrin '#xfo 
i prudeater 2h, Covenant : Moreover, as I have before noted, Zedekiah was 


- : into the Oath made with th: King of Babyles, with tbe 
Quod ob beſieged! uh 


forre'and; fury: imaginable” « Prophet 'was 
y w-the King, ſhalt the Teas the* Covenant and he 
| King t ny -prople” poriſhed by that breach of 
E ” by » UL 
"x3 gat 23  btroW 


fuckrnor without ful thonghrs refle&on their fin ins 


by whom" his | moſts facred - 
— Fe fiedcontienn. to out ford 


ge condition, rior ſhalt! sequitothem 
_ ek Sc detnons the provi 


who fubjeRts could 
God,” (who ra <h goed our of evil; and maketh_ the rage o 


a — work unto unto tO us 
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The.' Faſtning'of St. Peters Fetters..” 
ja rtan myers 
© cou tons alpable enyazements 
Made bythe peophe of (England, ue Klogtentrend Faleical Bo- 
ay, prifeſ/ing the Reformed Religion ; | carnotbut adhere ro my 
Former.conjeRure, thatit- looks, ſomething like a National Obli- 
& £.003.-Day, the confluence. of gr. aſſent and authority ,, by 
'the'people.colieQively'and dilictburively conſidered; 'and, the ac- 
ceſs of Ryyal aſſent and conearrercy (the defe& of which ren- 
dered iCathrit leis acceptable ro-many ). leads my conjeRture un- 
9 a full concluton, that it 5 # p'blick National Cournant, bind- 
ing all the perſons 'of this Nation ( that ſivear,or ſwear not perſo- 
nally ), andour-poſtericy after ys, in their parxicular places; and 
-all char ſhall ſycceed iatorhe publick places, and politick capacs 
ties of this Kingdom to-preſerve and. purſue the; ng herein 
-Promiſed, ſo long air. remains a Kingdom, ader one Kizg , and 
.4u the profeſſion »f one: Reformed Religion; which I Bay and hope 
willbe,cull Jefus Chritſha{l come to, judgment. Give me leave 
Sir roenforce this; with what I obſervedto b: aſſerted by the Lord 
Chief Baro1-in his:l2arned/ Spec ch unta cthe-late;condemned 
Traytors at the Old Baily, Tow, were bound to bear giv t2 
your King ; y:a, though you may not have taken.the Oath of Al- 
L 'giance your ſelvts, yet you were bound by the Recognition of King 
James a»d Hws Poſt. vi2y, made at His wr compyg 10. the, Crown 
of this Realm, by the whole Parliament , bring, the hole Collett 
:ve bady of the Kingdom : Certainly then they and-cheir. poſteris 
ties maſt needs be bound, who ch:mſelyes have «n:v:r/ally by 
the appointment and authority of ſuch who were bXt ti" for 
them,engaged the Faith of- the Nation 3 though it had been ſuf- 
ficient, if, the Parliament in thatpublick capacityhad oply. done 
ir; for-Lſfay ill, I fe nat how'they can give away our Eſtates ; 
or take pardons in the-name, andto the ſecurity of the Nation ; 
If, they 'may not in our name make Oaths, Promiſes, and Cove- 
nants to bind usand our ſucceeding Governours and Poſterities ; 
.in ſenſe whereof, I cannot bur dere allrbac wiſh yell co Exg- 
Jand, to cenjider. the Covenant, tbe Selems L:ague and Covenant ; 
For Sir, as ir was no liucle ſuppore and fatisfaRion co my ſpirit, un- 
; the late contempt and horrid vialations of 'the.Covenant, to 
obſerve they. weee the ,prepoſterqus ARs of Self-created Powers, 
and Uſurpets 08 the Pgoples conſent ,. as well, as His Majelites 
ON "0 Crown; 


= 
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Crown ; andtherefore could-nor imvolvethe Nation iathe gue 
of their perjury; which ogreyes have. feenrofullupon-cheir own 
heads 3 16 it is now'the' great xicy bs rhiy" eat" afie; rhac 
the Covenant is Jike to beflighred, i not contradicted ; thar the 
Naion i in danger 1s be prunged wnder" the guult, and made lin 
able to the puniſhment thereof, by that Juſt GoJ,who will certain. 
1y avenge the quartet of ri» \ ;- which God torbid! 
God >! 1Hiy again, Godforbid ! ©» 

* " * To conclude Sirithis Se&tion, leaſt you or- any others ſhould 
think, chis quaſiry of 'the Solemm League and-Covenanc, as Pab- 
Tick ant Niri mal, co be my own notion, and ptware particuſer 
fancy 5 give me keaveto tell you andthe, Ican-produce more 
then 600. Miniflets ' { mioft of whom are yer living ) in the 
Kingdom of Eng /and, who under their hands have tefitfied rheir 
apprekenfions chereof, under the ſartienotion, Suchas will pleaſe 
dy are ore oor CA —_ 
ſure furvey the pablick, 7: ft:monies to t | it, 
awd" to the Solemn League and Conmunt 7 kev hall find the 
Crrrte arteſtiedby'rhe names of 5x. Miniſters of London 3- 41. ity 
the 

{he 


y Palatine of 'LancaFRery yg. in the County Palatine 
of 3 4r. Miniſters in the Weſt Riding of the County of 
Tork; wh in'their Title page, and throoghour their Teſtimony, do 
Any ihate irthe VationalCovenan; xy.in theCounty of Norfolk; 
$2 the nty of 7/cs; 55m the County of Stafford, 69.im the 
County of Somerſer;(which I prefame may make a berter Seprua- 
gine theh Biſhop Pierces Certificants of this County, for Revels, 
Clerks-ales, and Church-ales on rhe Lords day, thongh they wanc 
three of the number )68.in the Coumy of Norrhampron; 71.19 the 
County of Eſſex; 43. in the County of Frick ;' 62. in the 
County of 7 fovcefter; 57. ini the County of Selop; and73, in 
the County. of Devon, who give gore 1.4 ome it che 
"Solerwn noe —_— of the thret ras : and in the 
ſenſe of the National Obligation, rhey give this reflimony, and 
thus plead, Ye HI els harifiet, ll 
reded ro be of: force, during the time of our inteſt ine Wits j me tou 
feſso me areamtatelt at th quirk; we pray the Wart may ceaſe for 

{ wl ich yet there is fear may too ſoon b: recalled by Gol, for this 
rreacherons dealing in his Covenant ) but we believe no horefÞ under - 
Randing hears can be jerſwaded the Crommu was intended  aru- 


— 
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Truce made with God for three or four years ; but we ſhall laboxr to 
ſtop this Gay with fome few ſtrong ſtakes, cut out of the Covenant”; 
and (o paſſing through the ſeveral Arricles of the Covenant, they 


t7 


adviſe , thoſe terms may bg yiewed corftantly, all the dayes of our Pag, 28, 19, 


life, our poſterity, the Lord may dwell in the midit of n1,and good of 
#he Kingdoms ; whereupon they conclud-, thele are uot for 4 few 
years, bat for ever, and affeRianarely cry out to the Natian, Oh 
England turn net Harln, break no: Covenant with thy God, and the 
Lord keey England from this Couenaut-breaking, and HH, vengeance 
from hi; people : Unto this, give me leave to add this paſſage our of 
the Teflimony of the Tork-ſhire Miniſters ; It cannot be unkno9 n 46 
the Charches abroad, that all the three K ingdoms flend ergaged by 
wvirine of a Sulemn and { ovenant, ſworn with hand: lifred 
mp to the moſt High God, ſincerely, really and conſt antly by the grace 
of God, to endeavour it onr ſeveral places the Reformation of Keli« 
gion inthe Kingdoms of England and Ireland, in Doltrine, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline aud Government, according to ihe Word of God ex- 
nwuple of the beſt Reformed Churches. 1 ſhall Sir add but one moxe, 
andit is thatin which we have all che reſt (their's being little elſe 
but a concurrence with this). and thatis the Teſtimony of the 
Miniſters of our own Ciry of Lexdey, and they profels us, [Is 
order 18 the Reformation and Defence of Religion within theſe three 
Kingdoms, we ſhall never forge! how ſolemnly and chearfu'ly the $4 
cred League and Covenamt was ſworn, with hands kr to the 
moſt High God ; wherein the three Kingdoms Bland engaged joyntly 
and Song \ $£c, Tet we cannot but obſerve, to the great i # 
oa heart, . 4 this _ C mn f G - _ been, ord FA 
neglefted, flighted, wilified, reproached an ed, even by tor mas 
wo have emred gs : and end: avours have been ſed wholly to 
evade it , and render it wſeleſs ; and that it hath been manifeſtly 
violated, to the diſhononr of God,to the prejudice of a real Reforma» 
Fon, the ſadning of the hearts of Gods people, and pulling down his 
dreadful judgments upon us, and u:09 the whole Kmmgdom, Sit, [ 
will ſay no. more ; butI pray God London Miniſters may retain, 
or recover their firſt love; and Eng lands Watch-men may remem- 
ber the loud Alarums they have ſometimes ſormded, and rhe 
grounds thereof, $ 
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. Sectio ſeprima;' -- +1 


Propoſition 7. The Obligation of the Solemn Leagne and 
Covenint is permanent and abiding , never by any hw» 
© mee at or jower to be abſalved ar. diſcharged, .., 


1 R, By the permarnezcy of rhe Obl:igatres' of the Coverant, we 
mean, the continuarice of its Bond oh the mind and conſci- 
ences of men ; ſo that the Subje&s thereof are,and for ever wilt 
be bound to pure ard perform tbe things and matters therein 
pref ;,norisirin the power of any manor humane authori- 
ty, to releaſe, acquir, or diſcharge them from the ſame z- bur that 
when, and howſcever the Solemn League and Covenant is ſli,br. 
ed, laid aſide, or violated, by ar.y the Subje&s thereof, they ſhall be 
ble unto the'guile and punuhment of perjury in the breach 
thereof, , eh bo MILES LS 
+ Thuspermanency, of obligation,and impoſhbilicy of diſcharge 
doth ſpring from a double cauſe, | 
..* 1. The Natnre of an Oath, which is a ſolemn and ſerious 
Appeal to, and invocation of God, as Witneſs and eAvenger of 
the thing ſworn, and ſincerity of the Subje& ſweating ;; ſo as in 
caſe of diffimulation, falihood, or non-performance of -the thing 
covenanted, we ſhall bz liable unto the guilc and puniſhment of 


perjury, to be inflicted by the God who judgeth righteouſly. 


And 2ly. From the £ Manner and Form of the Covenant, 
which is. abſolute, ard wihout a condutirm, which might at any 
time fail, and ſo cauſe a Cefiation of the Bond of the Covenanr 
thereupon dependent; -andis-exfrefly. excluſiue to all manner of 
#3/charge.or releaſe, by any humane a& or power whatſoever, by 
an expreſs proteſt, 7 h.t-:his ( ovenant we meks in the preſence 


of Almight) God,the Searcher of all hearts, with @ true intenti= 
en to perform the ſame, 4s we ſhall anſwer at that $en:dep, 


when the” ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed ;,and Ya 
liar proviſion, T hat we ſhall n:ver ſuffer our ſelves dire 


ly or 


#ndirstly, by whatſoryer; combination, 'p:r[waſion or ter, our, 10. 
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he: divided or withdrawn from this bleſſed union and conjun- 
Aion, whtther to make defetiion to the cortrary part, or ta give 
up tur ſolues to a deteft able neutrality in this canſe , which fo 
auch: concerneth the Glory of God, Good of the Kingdoms , and 
Honevwr of the Kiag , but ſhall all the dayes of our lives 2::4- 
louſly and conſtantly continne therein: So thatthe matter of this 
Covenant being, as I have before aflerred, co9d and lawful, be- 
cauſe; juſt and pyſible ; if there were in the World an power 
or perſons (encruſted with that divine Prerogative) to diſcharge 
the Obligation of an Oath ; we could nor receive it, b2cauſc ic 1s 
aQually and &xpreſly diſclaimed, We Sir , live amongſt Pro- 
teftants who'by their very profeſſion do proteli again{} all Papal 
Diſpenſatrons, and Jeſu::5. al Commnt ation thereupon dependent 
and therefore I need not (taud to make any defence in this: cauſe 
againſt the ſame, which would bz to ſuggelt ſome Proteſtant Di- 
vines to be ſo Popihly affected, as to bave recourſe tro Rome, for 
relief again(t St, Pet.ys Reſiraint: I prelume Sir, © nglands Bis 
ſhops would not be reputed Popiſh; and other wayes to diſcharge 
the Obligation of the Covenant, we have none, lave' the releaſe 
of S»periours, which alwayes mult be 1a ſuch caſes and manner as 
are peculiar unco them, and proper to th.ir cognizance. 


I am not inſenſible, that ſome ſuppoſe to themſelves, and 
ſugpeſt tn others 4 nullity, or ron-:bl'ging force of th: Covenant , 
by Reaſon that His /ate zjefty (of glorious Memory) drd in- 
terdit the AF ; concerning which ics neceſlary ta beinquiced, 
Whether by the Light of Nature, Lawof Natios, or Rule of 
Scripture, the Prince,the Political Perenthave ſuch full complear 
ParentalAuthoricy over His Kingdom colleQtively o- diſtributive» 


1y conſidered, as by His interdit ro make void the Oath they pur 


upon themſelves ? 2. Whether the Parliaments of England, 
bath, 0: eicher Houſe, can order, determine, diced, and by Parlia- 
mentary Authority, enforce a preſent execution of. thoſe Deter- 


minations and Orders dice&ed to the Subj:& (as we.know is,and 


ordinarily bath been practiſed )withour ch conſent of the King? 


And whether the People are not ſubje& ro thz fame, as being 
Parliamentary Au:h.r-ty, before they formally paſs into Lawes or 


Ats;tob2 eft«btiſhed Revies, when thei: heinga Parliament cea- 
ch 7 Aud ſowhether an Act done, Sedente Par bamrrnte, at their 
| Appountmentr, 
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Appointmenr,and by cheir preſent Order, being in ics own nature: 
permanent and abiding, never to be diſcharged (as is the Obſi- 
gxtion of an Oath ) be nor valid, rhough ic never paſsimo 4 For- 
mal Att of Parliament, and Randing Statute ? 3, Whetheran 
extraordinary and unaſual Proclamation of the King, againſt the 
Derertminattons of both Houſes of Parliament, be ( according 
ro the confticutions of this Kingdom ) a full and formal ſuperſe- 
deas to any AQ required to be done by the Authority of the Parli- 
amenc then fitting? 4. Whether His late —_—_y in His Pro- 
clamation of rhe 9th. of Offed, 19. Cars/, did bo His 
Authority declare voidand null the Obligation which ſhould 
laid on any of His People againft His conſent ? or by HisParen- 
tal care only admoniſh His SubjeQt of its evil,and thedanger He 
conceived in it, and ſo warn a forbearance of it ? for Parental 
Admonirion,and Authoricative Annulling Inhibirion,are diflin& 
Ags; and the laft wasin this caſe neceſſary, becauſe rhe Col- 
Ie&ive Body of the Kingdom had ſworn this Covenant on the 
25:b. of September before, 5, Whether the Kings after-afſenc, 
and Admonition unto a right underfianding, and Reſigious keep- 
ingof the Coyenanr, do not eſtabliſh it,and makes irs Obligation 
unavoidabte > And whether after the interdiQion of che AR,His 
Majefties, Declaration, That as things row ftand, good men ſhall 
Laft offend Grd and Me, by keeping their { ovenant by honeſt and 
lawfnl wajes, ſince I have the Chartty to believe, the chief End of 
the Covenant 1n ſuch mens intention, was to preſerve Religion in 
hp the Kingdoms mm peace; be not a ſubſequent allowance 
ecothe Equity of that Law, in Numb. 30. and ſifficienc 
to make the Coyenant valid, and an indiſpenſable vow ? 6.Whe- 
ther an endeavour in owr Places and Calling, be nor ſo far ſui Juris, 
rothe SubjeR, thar it may be I, without the conſent of 
the avs ; and ſhall bind the conſcience, noevithfianding 
His declared drflent thereunto ? Laſily, Wherher the Approbari- 
on of His moſt Gracious Majeſty that now is, unto the Solemn 
League and Covenant, and the to the Ordinances of Pat- 
hamentenj the ſame, declared by Solemn Oath and Pub- 
lick Dectiatan, hence 2 full, complear, and formal Armboricy, 


ſupply: 2: para” nn dry irs Obligation by a full 
Theological, not formally Political A& of ns apc And 
fo harh yaried the caſe, and alf fancy of thr nen-obtiyarion of the 


Covenant, 
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Covenant, occaſioned by the unhappy diſpute, concerning the Au 
thoriry converſant x wk it 2 When Sir theſe enquiries are ſecj- 
ouſly, and on ſolid Reaſons reſolved in the Negative, we ſhall 
confeſs there may bz ſome doubt of a diſcharge of the Obligation 
of the Covenant; and untill then ic licth on our conſciences, and 
muſt be carefully regarded and petformed, leaſt the judgemencs of 
God come upon us, and we fall under the guilt of perjury, 


Now Sir, the matrer of the Coyenant being j#f and poſe 
ſible ; the Auchoricy eſtabliſhing it, full aud ffoerpad diſpen- 
fation from the Obligation of an Oath concludedto bz « Popiſh 
Fanity ; what can binder our Concluſion, thar the Obligation of 
the Solemin League and Covenant is permanent, never to be dif- 
— k whg-0 kſianding his it ſucceſs 

Dr. Gauden, notwic is i] in {fon 
$:. Peter's Bonds, bath made an Eflay for bis full releaſe, _ 
not gmedcly by himſelf ( who can ſay no more then whar he 
faid at firſt,and therefore ſaith it over again in his Epiſtle ro the 
Doubts and Scruples before noted ) yer by his profound allow. 
ance, and judiciops teſtimony to the Diſcourſe of Mr. Jahn Ruſ- 
fel of Chinkforde in Efſex; the which is made autbentick and 
acceptable to the World, as good Caluiftical Divinicy aud a clear 
Teſolutipn of this Caſe of Conſcience, by this Ramp on the 
Title page, Atteſted by FohnGauden, D. D. So that Sir I ſhould. 
be difreſpeative ro my Antagoniſt, if I make nor a litcle lay, to 
conſider what is ſaid by his learned Chaplain ; though I muſt con- 
feſs it is ſo ſimple and (hacter'd a Difcoutſe, it is not worth read- 
ing, much leſs the leaſt of anſwer ; dur I remember my promiſe 
ar the beginning, That 1 wavid weigh what he «ledge to 
wv6i4 the Covenant, which is bis aime, and profefied 'end; and 
therefore his Tirje page affirmerh, The Solemn League and { rvc- 
want diſcharged, dr Si, Perry's Bonds net only looſed, but armihila- 
ted ; patty pr wm ary tigrag ary. an hard cntet- 
priſe, 10 relraſs the Conſerouce from the Bend of an Oarb | It is 
well if the gretnpr give.us notcaule to ſre Frome} walls fider and 
tharthe Title is ſuited with proud fi wo" de" of warty; yer 
he applieth hunſelf coche work with ſome agulicy, as if accuſto-- 
med to evade hol Bonds, 2nd with caſe vo reſolve the- moſt 
weighty calcs of + lovidnes Ap fps neankde Pro: 

an 
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1 homing of 6 Pas Fes: 
Faheſs to break Religious Priſons ; andtherefore in rape 2.0f bil 
Book; he Rates the queſtion, andelleth ugz + DD 


» I ſhall grant by way of ſuppyſit en(we will be content wich ſuch 
agrant)al that the moſtrigis Covenanters can deſire of me, excepting 
ane point ; I ſalt ſuppo;e the ſame to be impoſed by compleat and 
lawful Authority; 0 tt-#6 wayes difetioh- in circumſtences 5, th 
be clear and free from ambiguity ; ta. be perfelt in the farm ; to 
be {ound and lawful the mattcr; to be p.ow is theend ; fair 
in. the manucr of inpoſing-; that thre was tro frand or vivience 
uſed ; but that all men took it "with due deliberation "and free 
conſent , by all which mtanc it became a very frrovg Bond and 
"Obligation upon the conſciences of "mea, | 1 Ire: «M2 


. Sir, This is I confeſs' a very fair grant; if notwichftandin 
all chis, he 'can diſcharge the Coveriane, by my confſetic he hall 
mever more bs brought into durance ;-bur what is thn2'one. poite 
+he denieth togrant us? 000 OT. 0G OR 
Ir is this, That. che Sv/emn League 'ayd Covenant ts [uth \n 
- Bond on the conſciences of men, that it cannot be releaſed by a) 
' kamant aft or power.” And inoppoſition thereto heatficmech, 
"That" the '{ame ſpecifical power, or an higher then that which ing 
poſ d thuVow won windy releaſe us from the [ame tithir th- 
"extely dr expyeſly. | | 


This Sir is eaſily affirmed with confidence, bur ſo ſimply art 
Menderly proved, thar the Dr. hath ſhewed us little of judenient 
in his atteſtation tothis work, as in his own Analyſs ; mult 
needs make men obſerve his deſire of 'Releaſe'is Þ fetveng, as tO 
allow and approve any thing chat doth/bur' pretend "to diſcharge 
the Covenant, x4 Trang ny 1 rank 

_ ©. Thefirſt on-ſert inorderrothe proof ' of what'is affirmed, is 
by a. kind 'of Preface withrelationto the Otdinarice, enjoyning 
-rhe raking of 'the Covenant, which he ſippoſeth 145d aſides, and 
net enlrvened into an Aft 5 and' therefore be takes 'it to br detd 
in Law, and ſhall bwl4; himfulf free from 'the Botd \# the Tame, 


- Bur Sir, it will abide a Diſpute (againſt # Router Poltician thenT 


'judee Mr: Re! robe) whether His Majeſties afſenr teRtified by 
PublickOachayd Pedlaratibn/to the Ordinenee for-taking' be 
Li 


Covenant, 


 Y 
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| the 
it alive 'n mr 9 for r is Lo won 
gp mem} 4 a—— 

nothing butignorance 
argue the Ordinance 
Ergo, { hold my ſelf rhence- 


4 free = he ſame, If Se. # 
[; of 7 ceeer 
= OH IENE 


Is the Priſoner releaſed, becauſe the Warrant isof no moreforce, 
ry ſecurethe- Jaylour for invpins 


Having paſt this Preface, he proceedsto his Argumentative 

and makes a youmn about the power of Superiovers owey 
ts Gila aotuatey ab gh Fd Oaths; and 
Hyres nk and nngxeryfry Towns in the ca: of ta. 
; wherein, I hall granc unto him, thatiti 


follew we edres Was mates 
+ ogy bur a ſcrutiny imo the aq bod 
was herein hound ? SEIITE WT 
1 needs bring thy ſon again imp t rs Þ anc rey gu 
fe. on On which Pare Ro hapedreflpggtr pre 
we " t 
out eel ar bar Ido nbebefices obs finker or bucbhand , 
may eſtabliſh the Vow of 1he#4fe or Child, can i aflerwratd made 
it yoid ID: Sandrſs ot wo leatn of tte, [ 
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154 The Fafning of. $1, Revprs Fetter,” 
De Gram. Pre- Promiſſionems ſwlba'ii\ſenet: confirmavirit ,” 21 poſſt candensipeiv/ 
td. ſeptima. tain fuverey aut obligationens'« i! relieve,” 1 ſp 
ſa. ſextt-p 223 -- 172 of! bh - > {83,03 
; | - Bythispoſition; concerning parricular, private, promiſſsr 
Qaths;be prerends' 27) paoz his way th rhe vil payies in hin 
and .ns.; byRules 23» Mtitary Di/ciplint to make bis afprodch at 
4 reaſepable. asf ahc', and mate; pood. bis. firſt ground , on which! 
4 wt and be Rands ſo fure, thathe advanceth Nor one ftep bigher;- but" asif 
rough pave- ® workin * Wekefictd Pavement, or hurriedadout by ſome Fairy 
ment in Cbc« Dancer he traceth; toon andFro ac att uncerrainry 4 bur is Mil 
ſvire done in four dad the ameaplaceumartheend of .tisBook:5igne while he 
the night» 25 Fay find vo pablick Covenants whereto to compare ours, whichiis 


dition ; . - - 
by che Dive of no moment ; let him make good his Poſition by Demonſtra- 
w 


o could nor ive Reaſon, we will adimr our Codvenanc fobecome the firli pub- 
leave it till lick Preſident, *Another while he keeps .a ftir about 'r/ # natnye af 
gone, the.Cevevart, which he will. needs keve.to-be iy the Form: of is, 

4. ciuil and: buwan: Creature, (ubj2& no. infirnicyyts\þe takers o- 

way by meb, 'and that dS itis an Oath; though the Hearhon "did 

ever make Faramenuom and Rehgiv, tobe ſynonmos in-publith 

Contracts, becauſe an Oath was a mofteminent AR'of Relicivnz 

2t length he —_——_—_— notion and fancyin a Parable $and 

purſuech char, forgetting Fheologie Parabolice ann oft At grnion 

®* 9«/ivn, thac Patdbles prove nochwg ;- burprovingar-to be werſa- 

tfis thattriag,ur huc lin traki imo & duci poſſint, pliable-to any 

wild andquick fancy, he endeavours to bendir to his purpoſe; but 

ſo-very-dully, that he cannot but loſe his end,. He cells ys- that 

an Oath 1s «: bringing. # Tryabanto Godt Court, wherrin the In 

poſers are the Þ lantiffs; the Covenanter,or him why ſubarith, "if 

The Difendent; ard God js the Fudge 3, the which-matets 'as bod 

Muſick, 28 eAfm a4 Lyfam all that bread, did ever make nor 

the ſwearing, but i&e exattain of 'rthe per form/ano? of ' an Oath th 

, ; be the Suit 114 Gods Cautt 3 and the Qathor Covenant robe rhe 

Py <auſc and groundouwhich'the Suit is-brouighe; 4nd GdE 2 well 
| us Ming to bethe- Plantiffe,and a Party, ms welliad'! 

' cyery Oach.; 'by Reaſon whereof: che Darth caii neverbe difcharg< 

| ed, becauſe no-man; can) releaſe Gods Right rid: Intereſt /itv<an 

D+ Turam. | Oath + So Dr, Sewnderſon dothexpreſly reacli,c[n Jar daveds Pre. 

Prxt.fept.SeQts #7 0150: man. favruin -firoxinue fie ehligattis ſed of 
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toll-1d1i' obligatianem qua home obligate Deo ; which quite over 
4 nf prcloape rc: Wy 


throwerh his drifta $T has if _ min will not exatt 
the Oath; or be content that it. be not. prrfarmeed , God the Wir, 
meſs and aAvenger,or Tudge of it, is tyed mp; and he will not ex- 


pet} it, or pmnyſh for the w:g/e(t of it; bur Gods $ are not 
mens thoughts ; he that ſweareth,binds his ſoul unto the Lord,and 
muſt perform the thing rhat comerh our of his mouth, : 


When his dull Gen/44 bad made a dark diſcovery of this na- 
ture of an Qath, be pretends to reſolve an ObjeRion, That when 
the Covenant was adminiſtred, the Tryal was finiſhed_ (he means 
founded ; for the Suit was not commenced ll perfermance be 
exacted,) and Bond was put upon the conſciencer of men by the 
smmediate hand of God; and therefore we ſay no humane pro 

Can taks off this Bond, | | 


Unto this he gives a moſt profound Anſwer, which chwares 
and overthroweth the whole ſcope of. his Book, and makes ir ap- 
| peat hers rowling Sypbus ftenegwhich Rill returns upoh h1um,and 

reneweth his labour ; his Anſwer is, / ſay ſo to, what would. you 
have more {. nothing, ſor ic is enough ; yer we muſk t bedi 
howto. think of him.;. / ould »cg, have you think, that I have 
been Prdying all this while to attribute A Pope-like power to bid 
Smperionrs, to difþence with the Bond of an Oath, that 1s already 
par upon my conſcience, No indecd, I rather think he is Rudying 
how to looſen a pairof tyring Irons. . 


But hath he no bole co-creep out ar, andevade his Anſwer, 
but thus exprefly overthrow. his own deſign ? yes ! {hen what was 
ſworn us ay page are Free-men, unleſs t Swperionr gets 9 
snto 4 new Bond; that is very true; but what doth he infer ? 7Þss 55 
all that I expett that the higher powers will not renew the Oath 
and Covenant, and then that bufenſs 1s at an end; But 1. doubr 

Sir he reckoned wichout his Hot; Hath he performed what he 
Hromuloain the- Covenant ?. is, was thought.to be work for all the 

yes of - his life ;- he is ſure a quick. Merchant ; or is he riot ra- 
ther ſobad a Pay-mafter, thac he willnot perform any thing, fur- 
(ner chow $68 confieeinnd, by beg hag co Prive Fee a Bank- 
Tu dreams forbearance B18 SACIUEINCS 3. ang 1s ready. £O 
| oO | _ wy 3 '2 *\\ ha La 
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Thi Feftning of 51.Peens Fever, + 
begin '2 new foore of Covenants, if any an beſo mad\as ts 
eraft him; if he can be ſecured from any new Bond, his conſei- 
ence will never make him pay the old; he had need ro be quick- 

| fe heis rejolvedto be diſcharged : Bur Ibclieve 


nfs $ wilt make him ro fee, he had needro pay for the 


ence.the Sci io br beginning 'nkarthoughthe Higher Fomer 
the Suir is i ; Whar th, zher Power 
-never. renew the Covenant, will that cancel. che Bond given to 

? if he agree not with bis Adverſary quickly, be witt-be caft 
in prifdn'; verity he muft nor come thenee,ts| he kave paidehe 
wmoti Mie; rorwittie make Plea to the leaft-mnigation. of 
Mngde, oh: | Eos; My Snpermary did! niver vequye me to 
renew th:Coverant } His Majefly isliketo heve Loyat Subjedts ac 
Chinkeford, where they are taught, that rheir Allegiance being 
once performed,if the King do nor cauſe them-daily co renew the 
Qath of Allegiance, they are free to turn Rebels and Traytors,. 
for any rhing they had{worn before - Thisis an E/ex 
med 


any thing th 
| Limp x and more eafily to be hadrhan aPopes Buft ; if 1 
nat by ' boot ciated ing red to perform, lam þ 
fete. caſted ; be (hall never want Cli-nes, that can make ſuch. 
R _} u muR{ note, this he manageth with moſt earnef?- 
neſs qnd ſeno ,as reaching 1he werys myſtery and depth of 


Bur Sir, he hath $alvo's for his DiſtinQion;. and Reaſons for 
his Afertion ; What « pione, good and lawful in the (ovenant, 
doth ffill bind per vim Precepti, but zot per vim Juramenti ; 
and if he perform not the contents or intents of thi fume,” be i 
oily of difobed3:ace, but not of perjury. What a dull Buzzard 
am A w have T ſpent my time, that never [earned this Noth 
en.in Divinity before ? Thad once a Tutour'commendet to me 
by Dr. Chappel, and be takes me heljeve, the ſoul might ar: the. 
time be under « double Bond tro the fame AR ; the -fingte 
e of the goodneſsand lawfulneſy of the AG, and the Cords of 
an Oath Eovenanr, and'rharthe {aft'was the Ariacft Bond ; he 
tortured my conſcience with the- thoughts of « complicated fn 
h | m1, io agency ren ger are both, d:fo- 
Gliews nd, perjury. I muſtfireleavetnn, and rake unro Mr. 
Ruſet;arceldodby 


KN Rnd. oe 


vit 


Pn ys NAS Ann , 
or where we are under and an Oath to dair, in noe doing 
idle acid e lea 64. the diſobatience, por 
6. PErury. | 


2. =p Smeg rp wc rembory Oath bes 
tween 11 uate perſons, bh» ts whons the promiſe was made, if be 
will releaſe, be may releaſe y. if he had for zever yrs 
read evey ; this had been an intelligent obſervatian ; for ir | 
eyer been denicd, that any man cou'd releaſe the Oath, Dr. Sawy- 
gdrrſoz denieth-it, and Grote demietiit,and I deny it; and theres 
fore they diſtinguiſh berween the Relaxation of the matter of the 
promiſe, which isto. them ſ»i Frrrs, and ce releaſe of the Oath, 
which is Gods properintereRt ; I may remic my profit or benefir, 
and yer not releaſe an Oath y, by his leaveSir, I do again deny, 
That Abrahars did releaſe bis ; tharmhich he dreams of 
zo bz a Releaſe, was part of the very /ndenture of the Covent or 
Qt, that the (ervant rgight fee the matrer of is inies Extenc;; bur 
re me Sir, what is all this to: the purpoſe? iis to be proved 
that theSolemn League and Covenant is tuch 4 prowfory Oath; 
ie was indeed agreed, concluded, and conſented unte by tho Natt- 
ons; but yetitis not 4 reciprocal promſe eachunco other, thac 
zhey may at any .time relaxeactrto other the whole, or any part of 
the conditions thereof ; bur is 4 jojut Oath or Vow to Ged, by 
mutual Agreement put an' the Kingdoms of Englimd and Scot- 
land ; and then to follow his fancy, Ged, and Godonly, is the 
Plantiff, and no er Powers of eirher Kingdom, bur they as 
Members of the ms are Defendants; whom God im- 
pleads toperform what they are bound todo. His promiſe was 
co prove the Covenant to be of the natare of a prowifſ ery Oath, 
which might be releaſed, and this I expedted ; buv I would haye 
him tak: une rodoitin,T and his Reſalucion ac 
Doomſ-day, when the Tryat ſhall b- edly ended, and the 
Judge wHl y.declate his ſenrence again(t all wha have: bro-- 
en,or ſhall break che Covenancythough nor renew:d at the cam- 
mand of the Higher k | 
This Gentleman tells che World, That Ar. Crofton wox- 
&trs at Dy. Gaudens Lagich, in arguing the evil of it, [rom the 
wakleſt effef and con{. quences of the Conman :. And I wk 


CH 
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PO ny fot Evert hee jdt Rte 
1374 burhe. unble effects refleted' on the Covenant, s 
accompany it, cen yy tf fo ru brood, and natural 
andy, ir procreated. Shall wicked o picty.and 
or priya concert he 0 Oath-of God Create evil 
| ſequels:o the'Covenanr, and it he condemned? 
Sir;this mhan-is fure- half. an rakeen and thinks Gods tor 
mandto Adam to havebeen the cauſcof mans Fall : Is he-not 
rather hilf an Hearhen, that in all Tumulrs}- Earth-quakes; and 
Plagues of _— n them, would cry out, Chti/iianes ad Leoueh, 
bot hey me cauſe of all? Lerany of: ſpecific that 
SChreaanc,ehich harh a naturaleendency unto theſe 
higt;oriec tim tpeck out, carſt effefts; 'and I will damn- it- as * | 
ariaccurſed thing : But Sir, Mr. Crof:0x did not fo much wonder 
attheDrs. inchis s Argument, as at his little Reaſon or Re» - 
ligion in giving his Arre/?arzon to ſuch an Irrational, Arheofogi- | 
cal, Wild and Wicked as this is, whill he: fears the Co- i- 
.wenanter is righteous over-mwch ; Iwould adviſe himto confider 1 
whether the next words donotſuir his picir,as proper for lis miedi- | 
Ecclef, 9. 27. tion; Be not overemuch wicked , nenher be thou fooliſh ; why 
' * ſhonldeft, thou dye before thy time ? For'Sir, if I can judee, his 
words arethe language of -a Fool,and ins {4 AI the Reaſons 
of . wickedneſs; and Feb « Releaſe of the ligation of the So- 
lemn League and Covenant, muſt needshaſten his ruine, 


a 


— 


— 


CONCLASION. 


' Honoured Sir 
; I will trouble you no further, but I: av* theſe Poſitions unto your 
þ ſerious Conſideration; Thave pr _—_ them by way of Am 
| | richefrr, deſirous to weigh what conld be ſaid ag inſt ow 1 am 
Z x Six fo ſenſible o nf the Sas of as #7 Wb "ho dread of Perjmry, 
3 


ia , that 1 could het fee this Nations tew- 
_ 12 tang here; if Sir I have any judgement in'Chbr:- 
ro Rules © ſafes : one of the firſt debates in order to the eſt a- 
bliſhmenm fd Kingdom, and Reſtoration of this Church, ſhould 
_M be how far weare under, and obliged by the SolemnLeagne and 
41-0, "Covenaniy”” { world not advance it abou, ner ſet ir ngainft Seri. 


pture, 


” The Faſining of St, Peters Fetters, 
pure; but mwuit be bold to ſay,our Oaths (bring of matter cons 
/onant to Scripture ) ave ready Diftaters ( as well as Spurs ) unto 
or Duty; and (in things meerly humane , morally good, though 
»r neceſiary ) the compaſs which ſhould freer our conrſe ; I muſt 
confeſs I cannot but be grieved to ſee ſome Tranſattions among 
ram 4 comempt, nay, comradifiion f, owns might 
m we s rrookg more able and ſerious CaſmPſts 

= $a: c_ a ber God, and in the dread of an Oath, ts 
ſtnte, and ( by right Religious Reaſon) to veſolve this caſe of 
conſcince; t & in the Negativel had obtained my deſire, and 
(if 1 know my own heart) none ſhall be more ready then my ſelf 
( when convinced) to fall down and worſhip, and confeſs God is 
in'them of a truth. I mmf Sir beg your pardon wherein 1 appear 
209 tedious ; the weight of the Argument, the number and worth 
of the Antagoniſts, ipeaÞ ſomething in Apology for me. Sir] com- 
mend you to the guidance of Gods Holy Spirit, and pray that you 
e kept faithful and blameleſs, unto the coming of onr Lord 
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